U3A Hobart

PROGRAM DETAILS for SPRING TERM 2026
Monday 7 September — Thursday 12 November

MONDAY

| MONDAY 9.45 - 11.00am |

German Conversation Antje Fox LR 213
New and continuing students with a prior knowledge of German are very welcome. The course will
focus primarily on conversation and will include some grammatical assistance.

MONDAY 11.15am — 12.30pm |

Writing Workshop John McRae LR 212
After topics are explored in class the writing is done at home. Finished work is discussed in class, with
constructive comments by group members and tutor in a relaxed atmosphere.

| MONDAY 11.30am — 12.30pm |

Basic German. Antje Fox LR 213
We hope to build on members’ existing level of German through conversation, and to extend their
knowledge of vocabulary in a relaxed atmosphere. Min. class size = 5.

| MONDAY 11.30am — 12.30pm |

UTAS - What’s Going On?
Views on UTAS developments, including the future of the Sandy Bay Campus

Alison Waters (conv.) Theatre
7 September: Jack Oates Pryor, President, Tasmanian University Student Association
14 September: Dr Paige Kelly, Tasmanian Division Secretary, National Tertiary Education Union
21 September: Mike Foster, Save UTAS
28 September: Prof Nicholas Farrelly, Pro Vice-Chancellor, UTAS
5 October: Prof Jeff Malpas, Emeritus Distinguished Professor, UTAS
12 October: The Honourable Meg Webb MLC

| MONDAY 1.00 — 3.00pm

Italian

Due to the absence of teacher Gianna for an extended time this year, Italian classes are self-directed
by class members with Karen O’Malley as the main contact. There will be more information about
Italian classes in due course.

Italian: the first steps (1-2 pm) self-directed LR213/212
While this is a beginners’ course, as language is acquired cumulatively, it would be advisable for
absolute beginners to wait until 2027.

Italian: ancora un po (2-3 pm). self-directed LR 213/212
In this course you will develop more advanced skills through practising conversation, reading, using
digital resources, extending vocabulary and making connections with grammar. The course will
attempt to meet your needs in making you more proficient in communicating in Italian.
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TUESDAY

| TUESDAY 10.00 — 11.00am

Sustainability Matters Ted Lefroy Theatre
8 September — 22 September (3 weeks)

Tuesday 8 September
Ecosystems, sustainability and collapse. A history of concepts in ecology, from the origins of the
discipline in the mid-19" century to the concept of sustainability in the 215t century.

Tuesday 15 September
A brief history of regenerative agriculture. From organic farming in the 19" century to today’s
regenerative agriculture movement.

Tuesday 22 September

Aboriginal agriculture: the debate. A history of the debate about agriculture in pre-colonial Australia
and its emergence into the public domain in 2014 with the publication of Bruce Pascoe’s book Dark
Emu Black Seeds: agriculture or accident?

England in the Age of Chaucer Michael Bennett Theatre
13 October - 10 November 2026 (5 weeks)
Plague, war, rebellion and cultural vitality in late 14™ century England.

| TUESDAY 10.00 — 1.00pm

Come Walk with Us Clair Andersen Centenary Building Floor 1, Room 136
29 September (three hours)

Come Walk With Us is an introductory three-hour, cultural-safety workshop run by Associate
Professor Clair Andersen, Aboriginal Higher Education Advisor from the UTAS academic division. It
covers Tasmanian history before and since colonisation and the continuing effects of government
policies on Tasmanian Aboriginal people and their communities. Its aim is to develop a greater
general awareness of indigenous history and future outcomes for Aboriginal Tasmanians.

The program has been developed by UTAS in consultation with Tasmanian Aboriginal community
members and supported by Reconciliation Tasmania.

| TUESDAY 10.30am — 11.45pm

Learn Japanese Margaret Anderson LR 213
The course is aimed at prospective travellers to Japan, but is also suitable for beginners. You will
learn some basic Japanese scripts — hiragana/katakana — about travel in and outside cities, including
train etiquette, favourite tourist locations and out-of-the-way destinations, food and eating in Japan
and how to ask and respond to simple questions.

| TUESDAY 11.00am — 12.30pm

Art Appreciation at TMAG  TMAG Art Guides TMAG

This 10-week course at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Dunn Place, Hobart, is facilitated by
TMAG'’s volunteer art guides. This course will take a total of 15 students from U3A Hobart, U3A
Clarence and U3A Kingborough. Enrolments will be accepted on a first-in basis with priority given to
members who have not previously participated. It combines practical and theoretical sessions to help
newcomers and more practised artists improve their understanding of the diverse ways art can work
and is designed to develop a more informed and sensitive appreciation of exhibitions at TMAG and
elsewhere. Further information will be sent to participants before the course begins
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| TUESDAY 11.30am — 12.30pm |

Observations on Astronomy Peter Taylor Theatre
A visual tour of the discoveries across space, from our Solar System to the edge of the observable
universe, using ground-based observatories and Hubble and James Webb Space Telescopes. It will
also cover the increasing role of satellites across astronomy and world economies. Peter was a
science explainer at NASA’s Deep Space Communications Complex at Tidbinbilla in Canberra and,
although not an astronomer, Peter has a lifelong interest in the subject.

| TUESDAY 11.30am — 1.00pm |

Canasta self-conducted Terrapin
This will be self-directed for enthusiasts and brave beginners.

| TUESDAY 1.00 — 3.00pm |

500 self-conducted Terrapin
500 is a popular social card game, usually for four players. This will be a self-directed class for
enthusiasts and brave beginners Come along and have fun!

| TUESDAY 1.00 — 3.00pm |

UFO Disclosure, Discovery and Discernment Frank Strk and Roger Stack LR 211
13 October - 10 November 2026 (5 weeks)

This course is for those who would like to know more about this topic from a contemporary
perspective. Refer to https://tas-education.org/exostudies/u3a-courses/ for further details.

| TUESDAY 1.30 — 2.30pm |

How to be Caring Jay Garfield LR 211
8 September — 6 October (5 weeks)

This course is focused on the book How to be Caring — An Ancient Guide to a Compassionate Life
edited and translated by Jay Garfield. Copies can be found at local booksellers and online. Jay has
directed the Buddhist Studies Program and Tibetan Studies in India program at Smith College,
Massachusetts, has been visiting professor of Buddhist philosophy at Harvard Divinity School,
Professor of Philosophy at Melbourne University and Adjunct Professor of Philosophy at the Central
Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies in Uttar Pradesh. Academicinfluence.com, the education ranking
website, identifies him as one of the world’s 50 most influential philosophers in the past decade.

WEDNESDAY

| WEDNESDAY 10.00 — 11.00am |
Arthur and Eliza Arthur: the couple who transformed Van Diemen’s Land, 1824-36

Alison Alexander Theatre
13 October — 10 November (5 weeks)

In 1824 European Tasmania was a poor, ramshackle, corrupt, anything-goes place: by 1830 its
people were law-abiding, respectable and prosperous — at least, non-Aboriginal people were.
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Governor George Arthur and his wife Eliza led this revolution: how did they do it and what happened
to the Aboriginal people?

Middle-East Update Peter Jones Theatre
9 September — 7 October (5 weeks)
Peter will provide us with insights into the current situation in the Middle East.

 WEDNESDAY 11.30am — 12.30pm |

Birds in Colour Sue Jones Theatre
7 October — 10 November (five weeks) break on 14 October

As a group, birds are the most colourful of all vertebrate animals. What determines feather

colour? Why are different species different colours? Why does colour often differ between life

stages or sexes of the same species? We shall explore some of the science behind colour in

birds, a great reason for enjoying some wonderful bird photos.

Behind the News for Grown-Ups Adela Morton LR212
Is celebrity culture not your idea of a satisfying news diet? Take a weekly look at Tasmanian, national
and international affairs. Have your say and listen to others on what matters today.

As this class involves discussion, the class size is limited to 16. Those on the waitlist will be notified
by the tutor if and when a vacancy occurs.

Refine Your French Elizabeth Eden LR213
This course is for those whose previous language study and/or experience enables them to
participate in lively conversation in everyday French, in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere.

Topics include aspects of France and its culture, history, literature and modern life.

The class is conducted in French, so a solid foundation in the language is required.

With effective communication a priority, correct pronunciation and various elements of grammar are
addressed as the need arises.

Preference in enrolment is given to continuing class members.

| WEDNESDAY 1.00 — 2.00pm

Retrieve Your French Elizabeth Eden LR213
This is a continuing course, but structured to accommodate new class members. The emphasis is on
reading and pronunciation to enable confident conversation.

| WEDNESDAY 1.00 — 3.00pm

Drawing (continued) self-directed Terrapin
This is a continuation class for those with some drawing experience.

Leadership/co-ordination in the group is shared by members who take it in turns to choose the weekly
tasks, sessions and activities.

THURSDAY

| THURSDAY 10.00 — 11.00am

Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard LR 212
These sessions are designed for those with a good knowledge of French.

The course provides an opportunity for discussion of a variety of topics, according to the needs and
interests of the group.
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Guided Spanish Conversation Level A1-B1 Sally Gill LR 213
The course will provide Spanish conversation practice in an interactive, inclusive and relaxed
environment to help participants improve vocabulary and fluency and gain confidence in general
speaking skills. Each class will have a theme/topic to encourage dialogue and exchange.

| THURSDAY 10.00 — 11.15am

Mah Jong self-conducted Terrapin
Mah Jong can be played in different ways. In this class we learn how it is played in China.

| THURSDAY 10.00 — 11.00am

Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv) Theatre

September 10: Dale Arvidsson

Changes at Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens

Dale Arvidsson, senior curator of the RTBG since last year, will present the gardens’ “living
collections” master plan and describe new and upcoming displays and developments. One aspect will
be the recent expansion of the Australian and Tasmanian rainforest collections. He is a passionate
advocate for the relevance of botanic gardens in a time of climate change.

September 17: Malcolm Wells

Literally a trailblazer

There are many unique things about Tasmania, and its approach to improving adult literacy and
numeracy is one of them. Malcolm Wells, chair of the 26 Ten network of organisations and individuals
will talk about this state government-supported program. He’'ll explain 26Ten’s unique approach, how
it has been working to improve adult literacy and numeracy since 2012 and how you can help this
community project.

September 24: Andrew Hickman

The Power of Tasmania

Tasmania might not have had hydro-electric power had it not been for a private company going broke
in the early 1900s. In this presentation, senior Hydro project manager, Andrew Hickman, will tell us of
the inception of the Hydro, how it became a world leader in the development of hydropower and the
people who made it happen. He’'ll also disclose the Hydro’s role in the nation’s transition from coal-
fired generation to cleaner energy — and give us an insight into how a civil engineer by day ended up
on stage at night.

October 1: Christine Milne AO

Leading in politics

Former state and national Greens party leader, Christine Milne, was in public life for 40 years and
played key roles in power-sharing state and federal governments. Her political career began in 1989
when she was elected to the Tasmanian House of Assembly for Lyons.

In 1993 she became leader of the Greens in the Tasmanian Parliament and the first female leader of
a political party in Tasmania. In 2004 she won a Senate seat in Federal parliament .

Ms Milne will talk about her life in politics, the challenges of today and the future, and the importance
of participatory democracy.

October 8: Dr Matt Killingsworth

The Iran-US-Israel Conflict

The current US-Israel-Iran war has proven disastrous for the world economy, and arguably even more
catastrophic for the US and Israel. This presentation will discuss what went wrong for Israel and the
US, and what the conflict tells us about the emerging world order.
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October 15: Ken Chilcott

Quirky Music

Classical music is often viewed as formal and unchanging, yet many of these works have inspired
playful and amusing reinterpretations. This presentation compares original classical pieces with
imaginative versions by others, including Ken’s, showing how timeless music can still surprise and
entertain.

October 22: Anne McConnell

Progress and pitfalls — an eclectic history of cultural heritage investigation and protection in
Tasmania

Anne McConnell, an archaeologist who has worked as a Tasmanian-based cultural heritage
practitioner for more than 35 years, will present an overview of how Tasmania’s cultural heritage,
primarily its archaeology, has been investigated and protected since the 1960s. Using examples from
her own projects, she will then focus on particular aspects of this work undertaken in Tasmania from
the 1990s onwards and assess the effectiveness of key approaches.

October 29: Marcus Regus

Re-envisioning the Tasmanian landscape

Marcus Regus is the landscape designer and plantsman behind several creative Tasmanian
landscapes, including the regeneration of the 43-hectare Spring Bay Mill site. A second large project
is the ongoing landscape development of Hollow Tree House in the Central Highlands. Marcus will
discuss both projects in context of his vision for sustainable landscape design ... and why it's always
difficult to give a garden back.

November 5: Andrew Metcalfe AO

Changing attitudes and Australian policy approaches to migration, refugees and
multiculturalism

Andrew Metcalfe AO has been a long-time Australian Government public servant, retiring as
Secretary of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry in 2023. In all, Andrew was a Commonwealth
departmental secretary for 12 years, appointed by five Prime Ministers. He was Secretary of the
Environment (2020-22); Secretary of Immigration and Citizenship (2005-2013); and a Deputy
Secretary in the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (2002-2005). He was also a partner in
a global professional services firm for six years.

Andrew will talk from the perspective of a former senior government official about changing attitudes
to migration and about ethics and integrity in the public sector.

November 12: Dr Elizabeth Freeman

Christian Pilgrimages in the European Middle Ages

Learn about the medieval history of the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. Find out
about Margery Kempe, a woman from 15"-century England who went on pilgrimage to Rome,
Jerusalem, Germany, Poland, Spain, and more. She authored an autobiography of her eventful life
which you can buy in Penguin Classics. Finally, be introduced to the medieval version of “virtual
pilgrimage”. Due to strict rules of monastic enclosure, poverty or war, many would-be pilgrims were
prevented from making their journey on foot to the Holy Land so, from the 13" century, “virtual’
pilgrimages” using prayer were developed.

| THURSDAY 11.30am — 12.30pm |

Great Plays Robert Jarman /Penny Cohen Theatre
Drawing on 50 years of reading, directing and acting in plays, Robert’s selection will include plays you
know and some you probably don’t, from the earliest to the most recent. A celebration of the art of the
stage, and the mirror it holds up to the world. During weeks 1-3, Robert is directing And Then There
Were None at the Theatre Royal, so these classes will be led by Penny Cohen, an expert in Russian
literature, who will talk about the great Russian playwright, Anton Chekhov. In weeks 4-10, Robert will
be back from the world of Agatha Christie to give a series of talks on ... murder mysteries.
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Spanish 101 (continued) Level A1-A2 Sally Gill LR213
Improve your Spanish language grammar and communication skills for personal development or
travel with this elementary course in Castellano. The grammar, vocabulary and expressions taught
will focus on facilitating communication in everyday situations.

This is a continuing class, not an introductory course.

Intermediate French C.Moore & L. Risby LR212
This course will build on students’ existing level of French through readings, digital resources and
conversation. It aims to extend their knowledge of vocabulary and French culture in a relaxed
environment.

[THURSDAY 1.00 — 2.00pm |

Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR213
Come and join a dedicated group of those who love poetry and believe it can only be fully appreciated
when read aloud. Everyone is welcome. Just bring your favourite poems.

| THURSDAY 1.30 — 2.30pm |

Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman /self-directed All Saints
This term we will study Macbeth. Newcomers are welcome; just bring your own copy of the play text.

[ THURSDAY 1.00 — 3.00pm |

Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic Vicki Martin (convenor) Terrapin
Come and join us for companionship while doing your own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere.

| FRIDAY 10.30 — 11.30am |

Learn to Play Croquet Members Sandy Bay Croquet Club

2 October — 13 November (six weeks with a break on 16 October)

Croquet is a classic outdoor game that combines strategy, precision and social interaction. Dating
back to the 13™ century, it has evolved into a beloved sport played worldwide and offers a unique
blend of mental challenge and physical skill.

The Sandy Bay Croquet Club is offering one-hour sessions in Spring term. All equipment is provided
but players must wear flat-soled shoes and bring sunscreen. Green fees for this course: $30 per
person total, payable to the Sandy Bay Croquet Club.



