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I don’t know about you, but 
I love being on campus! There 
is a real buzz about the place, from hanging out at Lazenby’s 
Café with the U3A crowd between classes, lunching at the 
University Club (we can all eat there!) to viewing the John 
Elliot Classics Museum (above the café), to being wowed by 
the amazing tutors, guest presenters and volunteers. 

A huge thanks also to our IT team, Tim McDougall, Sue 
Mulcahy, Mike Emery, and Alison Waters who make sure we 
are wired for sound. 

I’ve been told I can’t go on about the new sofa in the 
Terrapin, but don’t you just love the new dishwasher? 

Most of us are finding parks across the campus but I want 
to point out there are now three disability car parks directly 
in front of the Humanities Building (see below). There are 
also two additional disability car spaces behind the Terrapin 
–access them via Clark Road (below right). There are also six 
more voucher car parks outside the Stanley Burbury Theatre, 
converted from staff parks.

The new environment is also providing more connections 
and opportunities to develop our programs further. I will soon 
discuss enhanced communication ideas with you and how to 
broaden our community partnerships. As always, feel free to 
chat to me about your suggestions or comments.

Kathy Brown
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Treats in store
There’s a great deal going on in term 
three at U3A Hobart. All your favourite 
classes – German, French, Italian and 
Spanish conversation, deepest space, 
an eagle-eyed look at birds and their 
habitats – they’re all there.

Then there are the surprises. What’s 
going on in the Middle East; the caring 
aspects of Buddhism; Macbeth, how 
do you interpret the play? You’ll find 
them in next term’s program.

This newsletter also delves into the 
background of one volunteer member 
of the IT team who makes sure all of 
us can hear the speakers and records 
their talks for us.

Are there some lectures you had 
to miss? Worry not. Members can 
hear many of these talks again; go to 
https://www.u3ahobart.org.au/course-
resources-2026/
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Flying high ...
I was born in France, my mother 
was Austrian and my father spent 
most of his working life with the 
British Foreign Office in  
the Sudan. When I came to 
Australia at the age of eight, I 
had already attended schools in 
Manchester, Edinburgh, Paris  
and Khartoum.

I majored in maths and physics 
at UTAS, then joined the physics 
department’s teaching staff where 
I became involved in some of 
their astronomy projects, mainly 
the design and construction of 
specialised instrumentation.

 The X-ray group was 
investigating low-level imaging 
from some astronomical sources, 
but these rays were too weak to 
reach the ground so the telescope 
was suspended from a balloon 
and flown at about 40 km. 

Most flights were from the 
Alice Springs aerodrome and 
launched at dawn after several 

hours of preparation. Some flights 
were international co-operations 
with French, German or British 
groups, on other occasions 
different nationalities would line 
up, waiting for the very calm 
weather conditions essential for a 
successful launch.

When funding for the X-ray work 
ended, we switched to optical 
astronomy using the Waterworth 
telescope at Mount Rumney. 
Optical telescopes have a 
problem: due to air movements in 
the upper atmosphere, an image 
of a star on a photographic plate 
tends to movey, blurring  
the result. We managed to 
make the telescope detect 
the movement and follow it to 
produce a sharp image.

On the leisure side, in the 
1960s I developed an interest in 
bushwalking. This morphed into 
exploring rivers in south-west 
Tasmania with small rubber  

rafts, then to visiting our coastal 
cliffs using sea kayaks, then to  
long-distance kayak trips. 

I retired in 1997, took an interest 
in the history of Tasmanian 
lighthouses and joined many 
working bees to Tasman, Deal 
and Maatsuyker Islands to protect 
the buildings there.

I have always been attracted by 
the Australian deserts so I also 
joined Bush Heritage Australia 
and visited its properties as 
caretaker or volunteer, mainly on 
the edges of deserts where the 
local wildlife retreats when the 
inevitable droughts arrive. 

Come Walk With Us is a 
introductory workshop on 
Tasmania’s aboriginal peoples 
open to U3A members. 

It lasts three hours and will be 
held on 29 September at the 
UTAS Centenary Building, on 
the first floor in room 136. 

It covers Tasmanian history 
before and since colonisation 
and highlights the continuing 
effects of government policies 
on Tasmanian Aboriginal people 
and their communities. 

The worshop is run by 

Associate Professor Clair 
Andersen, Aboriginal Higher 
Education Advisor from the 
UTAS academic division. 

Its aim is to develop a 
greater general awareness of 
indigenous history  
and future outcomes for 
Aboriginal Tasmanians.

The program has been  
developed by UTAS in 
consultation with Tasmanian 
Aboriginal community  
members and supported by 
Reconciliation Tasmania.

Walk through history with 
Tasmania’s first peoples

Mike Emery has been a physicist, a parachute pundit, telescope 
technician, bushwalker, lighthouse guardian and U3A sound maestro

Moving images: Mike Emery
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Tassie women who took on the 
political glass cliff – and won

It can be lonely in the top political 
jobs and Kaleidoscope audiences 
heard first-hand what it was like 
to be female leaders in the most 
important political roles in the state: 
Premier and Lord Mayor.

Tasmania’s first woman Premier 
and Treasurer, Lara Giddings, and 
Hobart Lord Mayor, Anna Reynolds, 
described their time in the top jobs. 

Lara Giddings was Tasmania’s 
premier from 2011 to 2014, the 
state’s first female Treasurer, and 
is now chief executive officer of 
the Australian Medical Association 
Tasmania. She said one of the 
strongest lessons she learned was it 
was lonely at the top.

“Until you’re up at the top … you 
don’t fully understand just how lonely 
it is to be the leader.” Decisions 
often had to be made under intense 
pressure, quickly, and sometimes 
with incomplete information. 

As the ultimate decision-maker she 
had to live with the consequences. 
One of these was being judged 
differently to males. She said a 
male’s mistakes were usually 
interpreted as an oversight but a 
woman’s misjudgement often led to 
questions about whether females 
were suited to leadership.

“A man who is decisive may be 
called strong, a woman who is 
decisive can be termed difficult.

“These double standards are 
not always explicit. Often they sit 

beneath the surface of expectations 
about how leaders should look and 
behave. For women, it can be a 
constant balancing act.” 

Women should work together to 
support each other, she said, and 
this stance was echoed by Hobart’s 
Lord Mayor, Anna Reynolds.  
Support was crucial to achieve 
results, but getting it was often a 
challenge, she said. 

Anna said it had been a privilege to 
be Lord Mayor but after 12 years as 
a councillor and eight as Lord Mayor 
she is not seeking re-election.Her 
aims, she said, were to make the 
council more open and accountable. 

One of the first things she did was 
get rid of the Lord Mayor’s chauffeur-
driven car. She named sustainability 
initiatives, including a climate 
strategy, a food and organic waste 
service, the banning of single-use 
plastics and the reduction of water 
pollution in the Hobart rivulet as 
some of her proudest achievements.

“I’ve also been a strong advocate 
for better public transport, which has 
been, again, very frustrating, but 
that’s not really moving as fast.”

She appealed to Hobartians to 
consider carefully for whom they 
would vote in October’s council 
election. “I encourage everybody 
to really look at people’s records, 
whether they’ve spent a term 
complaining or whether they’ve tried 
to ... achieve things.”

Power play: Lara Giddings 
(tabove) and Anna Reynolds tell 
of times at the top

Guide Dogs is searching for some puppy love
Guide Dogs Tasmania 
(GDT) is about to 
welcome a new group of 
trainee guide dogs and 
hopes you can help.

Volunteers take these 
lively bundles of fur into 
their homes and turn them 

into well-behaved and 
socialised dogs which 
then start formal training 
to assist people with 
vision loss, disabilities and 
illnesses. GDT pays for 
their upkeep and training 
for the first 18 months.

If a hands-on role seems 
too tough, you can 
sponsor a canine carer. 
l More information: 
https://guidedogstas.
com.au/getinvolved/
puppyraising/;  
(03) 6232 1222.
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Master of dance to 
open up on his art
National Living Treasure, Graeme 
Murphy AO, will reveal details of his 
professional life at Dance It Forward 
at the Theatre Royal on 10 August.

Graeme will describe his journey 
from his Tasmanian beginnings to 
performing with The Australian Ballet, 
the inception of the Sydney Dance 
Company and his internationally 
acclaimed choreography.

 The event also honours his lifelong 
creative partnership with Janet 
Vernon AM, and his memorable 
adventures with Tasmania’s Mature 

Artists Dance Experience’s ensemble 
(MADE). Dance It Forward is 
MADE’s annual speakers’ event. It 
celebrates inspirational figures in 
dance while raising vital support for 
MADE’s mission: to share the joy of 
dance, promote wellbeing through 
movement, and empower people to 
rewrite the rules of ageing.

The event will run for 60 minutes 
with a chance afterwards to connect 
with fellow MADE enthusiasts. 
lBookings: https://www.theatreroyal.
com.au/ Dance maestro: Graeme Murphy

Stadium ‘a huge threat to state’s economy’

The House of Assembly must 
stop the stadium being built at 
Macquarie Point to prevent a 
“terrible social upheaval” and 
Our Place – Hobart, which has 
an alternative vision for the 
site, will try to convince the 

Labor Opposition to work with 
crossbenchers to prevent  
the development. 

Our Place spokesperson, 
Roland Browne, told a packed 
Kaleidoscope audience last 
month the Tasmanian economy 
was in freefall. “The state’s 
economy is in terrible trouble, but 
the $2.3billion stadium just makes 
it diabolically worse,” he said. 
Heavy cuts were already being 
made to state health, education, 
emergency services and justice 
budgets: “Now’s the time for the 
Labor Party [and] the opposition 
parties to correct the course 
before this stadium suffocates 
the economy and causes terrible 
social upheaval.”

Roland also pointed to the 
integrity problems that surround 

the project: the initial secret 
agreement; abuses of proper 
process; and criminal charges 
laid in NSW against short-listed 
tenderer, WeBuild.

A representative of the MPDC 
will be invited to put its case  
in a Kaleidoscope presentation 
next year. 

A recording of this talk is on 
the website: u3ahobart.org.au/
course-resources-2026/

l Our Place – Hobart, also 
named Macquarie Point Vision 
Ltd, a registered charity, 
contactable at nonewstadium.
au, is made up of a group of 
Tasmanians who wish to see 
development that responds to the 
needs and values of Tasmanians, 
not vested corporate interests.

Risks too great: Roland Browne

Great Plays attendees enjoyed an unusual session 
in term two: an excellent performance of a truncated 
version of The Island of Slaves. It was a reunion 
arranged by Great Plays presenter, Robert Jarman, who 
directed three of the cast of four in a 2005 performance. 
This one-act comedy tells of four people shipwrecked on 
an island where masters become slaves and vice versa.

Play reading proves a winner

From left: Brett Rogers, John X, Robert Jarman, Bil Hei, and 
Noreen Le Mottee. Bil was not in Robert’s production
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Fall seven times and stand up eight [Nanakorobi yaoki]* is an 
encouraging proverb, but the University of Tasmania wants to 
know why people fall.

Its researchers at the Tasmania Parkinson’s Project are 
investigating the link between inhibitory control (the ability to 
stop and think before acting) and the risk of falls in young adults, 
healthy aged, matched controls and those with Parkinson’s 
disease. Associate Professor, Mark Hinder, and his team are on 
the lookout for volunteers to help.

Emily Coleman, a PhD candidate working on the project, 
wonders whether U3A members can help in the search to 
improve the lives of those affected by Parkinson’s disease.

An experiment at the Psychology Research Centre at the 
UTAS Sandy Bay campus will take no longer than two hours, 
Emily said. “Participants will complete two lab-based tasks. 
The first involves sitting in front of a computer and responding 
to screen images. The second is to take steps while following 
visual stimuli. All data collected will be anonymous.
l You can contact Emily at emily.coleman@utas.edu.au
* https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_proverbs

Teenager wins Hadley’s 
student art award
Tasmanian year 10 student, Hayin Yi, has won this year’s $500 
Hadley’s Student Prize. There were five Tasmanian artists  
short-listed for the main 2026 award. 

Robert Fielding, below, took this year’s top $100,000 Hadley 
Art Prize for his painting Landscape. You can see it and the other 
works at Hadley’s Orient Hotel in Murray Street until 23 August.

Entry to the exhibition is free and tours are available, both 
gratis and paid-for. Guides will tell you about the judging process, 
the artists and the stories behind the works. For more information 
contact www.hadleyshotel.com.au and Lynn Hasenkam (Lynn.
hasenkam@gmail.com), exhibition guide and co-ordinator of the 
Tasmanian Art Group.

Did you know our class secretaries 
play a vital role in keeping our classes 
running efficiently? As well as marking 
attendance, they follow up absent 
members, provide information and 
organise end-of-term gifts. They are a 
valuable support to tutors.

During term two they met to 
discuss issues they faced and 
note any suggestions put forward. 
Ideas included: a lost property box, 
laminated name cards and the need 
for more information on parking.
   The U3A committee praised class    
secretaries as a valuable part of the 
U3A Hobart team. 
l Would-be class secretaries can 
contact: janine.leake@gmail.com.

Picture: © Broadsheet

Do you have a few minutes to fill in a 
form and give a blood sample? 

Tasmania Parkinson’s Project,  
run by UTAS, is part of an 
international effort to improve early 
detection of the disease, develop 
better treatments and work towards 
a cure.

People over 40 with Parkinson’s 
disease and related conditions – and 
healthy volunteers – are needed to 
take part in a blood collection study 
investigating biomarkers linked to 
the condition. 

All groups are essential to help 
researchers discover what changes 
are specific to Parkinson’s.

You can register at https://
parkinsons.utas.edu.au/page/1758/
blood-collections, fill in a form 
online or in person and turn  
up at the UTAS Sandy Bay campus 
during August for a 15-minute blood 
test – plus a cuppa with  
the researchers. 
l Further information: parkinsons@
utas.edu.au, 03 6226 5640

Wearing a 
nametag 
can help  
secretaries 
find your 
name on the 
class list and speeds up the process.
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Ancient world
The university’s Classics 
Museum houses a significant 
and valuable collection of 
ancient artefacts from Egypt, 
Greece and Rome. 

It was started as a teaching 
collection in 1954 by Classics 
Professor, John Elliott, to show 
the development of ancient 
Greek artistic styles through 
the medium of  
pottery decoration. 

The collection expanded

magic during the following years to 
include artefacts and coins 
from Egypt, Mesopotamia, 
Greece, Etruria and Rome, 
with objects ranging in date 
from the 4th millennium BC to 
the 6th century AD. 

It now contains more than 
300 artefacts and 500  
ancient coins.
© UTAS

l Open Monday to Friday: 
9am-4pm. Closed in summer. 
Floor 1, University Centre.
classics.museum@utas.edu.au

 Attic black figure neck-amphorae (c. 500-450BC). 
Campanian red figure fish-plate (c. 330BC), Attic black 
figure lekythos (500-450 BC) Picture © UTAS

Once again there’s a heap of goodies on 
offer for Term 3 2026 so make sure you 
enrol early.

You can sign up on Monday, 10 August 
– and not before – you will not be  
able to enrol in term 3 classes before 
this date. 

 Enrolment assistance will be provided 
in the Terrapin Building at UTAS on 
Monday, 10 August and Tuesday, 11 
August, 2026 from 9.30 am to 11.30 am.

It’s time to take a 
look at term three

This year’s Christmas lunch is heading 
to a fantastic new venue—The Royal 
Yacht Club of Tasmania in Sandy Bay.  

So mark your calendars for Friday, 13 
November 2026 – more details will come 
your way closer to the date.

Do join us for a great afternoon. 

Fine art in action

Brushes at the 
ready: members 
of Vicki Martin’s 
painting class 
(left) get down 
to work. Above: 
Vicki gets up 
close and 
personal with 
some hens



  

 

PROGRAM SUMMARY – SPRING TERM 2026 
 

Monday 7 September – Thursday 12 November 
 
 
 

 
AS = All Saints Hall; TMAG = Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery; LT = Lecture Theatre; 212= Lecture Room 212; 213= Lecture  
Room 213; T = Terrapin; CB = Centenary Building Floor 1 Rm 136; SBC = Sandy Bay Croquet Club 
 

Time   Subject  Lecturer / Convenor Location 
Monday      

9.45-11.00 am     German Conversation Antje Fox 213 
11.15-12.30 pm  Writing Workshop John McRae 212 
11.30-12.30 pm  Basic German Antje Fox 213 
11.30-12.30 pm  UTAS – What’s going on? Alison Waters (convenor) LT 
1.00-2.00 pm  Italian: First steps self-directed 

(Karen O’Malley) 
212/ 213 

2.00-3.00 pm   Italian: Ancora un pó self-directed  
(Karen O’Malley) 

212/ 213 

Tuesday     
10.00-11.00 am  Sustainability Matters        

8 September – 22 September (3 weeks) 
Ted Lefroy LT 

10.00-1.30 pm  Come Walk with Us 
29 September (one day) 

Clair Andersen CB 

10.00-11.00 am  England and the Age of Chaucer 
13 October – 10 November (5 weeks) 

Michael Bennett LT 

10.30-11.45 am  Learn Japanese Margaret Anderson 213 
11.00-12.30 pm  Art Appreciation at TMAG Art Guides TMAG 
11.30-12.30 pm  Observations on Astronomy Peter Taylor LT 
11.30-1.00 pm   Canasta self-directed T 
1.00-3.00 pm   500 ( &other games) self-directed T 

1.30-2.30  How to be Caring 
8 September – 6 October (5 weeks) 

Jay Garfield 211 

1.00-3.00 pm  UFO Disclosure, Discovery and Discernment;  
13 October– 10 November (5 weeks) 

Roger Stack and Frank Srk 211 

Wednesday      
10.00-11.00 am  Middle East Update 

9 September – 7 October (5 weeks) 
Peter Jones LT 

10.00-11.00 am  Arthur and Eliza Arthur 
14 October – 10 November (5 weeks) 

Alison Alexander LT 

11.30-12.30 pm  Birds in Colour 7 Oct – 10 Nov, break- 14 Oct (5 weeks) Sue Jones LT 
11.30-12.30 pm   Behind the News for Grown Ups Adela Morton 212 
11.30-12.30 pm  Refine Your French Elizabeth Eden 213 

1.00-2.00 pm   Retrieve Your French Elizabeth Eden 213 
1.00-3.00 pm   Drawing continued Jane Monaghan T 

Thursday      
10.00-11.00 am  Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (convenor) LT 
10.00-11.00 am  Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard 212 
10.00-11.00 am  Guided Spanish Conversation  Sally Gill 213 
10.00-11.15 am  Mah Jong self-directed T 
11.30-12.30 pm  Great Plays Robert Jarman/Penny Cohen LT 
11.30-12.30 pm  Intermediate French Christine Moore/Lisa Risby 212 

11.30-12.30 pm  Spanish 101 Sally Gill 213 
1.00-2.00 pm  Reading Poetry Heather Chauncy 213 
1.00-3.00 pm  Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic (T) Vicki Martin (convenor) T 

1.30-2.30 pm  Reading Shakespeare – Macbeth Robert Jarman AS 
Friday      
10.30-11.30 am  Learn to Play Croquet 

2 October – 13 November (6 weeks with a break on 16 October) 
Members SBC 

(& other games)
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MONDAY 
 

 
German Conversation Antje Fox LR 213 
New and continuing students with a prior knowledge of German are very welcome. The course will 
focus primarily on conversation and will include some grammatical assistance. 

 

 
Writing Workshop John McRae LR 212 
After topics are explored in class the writing is done at home. Finished work is discussed in class, with 
constructive comments by group members and tutor in a relaxed atmosphere. 

 

 
Basic German.                                        Antje Fox LR 213 
We hope to build on members’ existing level of German through conversation, and to extend their 
knowledge of vocabulary in a relaxed atmosphere. Min. class size = 5. 

 

 
UTAS - What’s Going On? 
Views on UTAS developments, including the future of the Sandy Bay Campus 

Alison Waters (conv.) Theatre 
7 September: Jack Oates Pryor, President, Tasmanian University Student Association 
14 September: Dr Paige Kelly, Tasmanian Division Secretary, National Tertiary Education Union 
 21 September: Mike Foster, Save UTAS 
28 September: Prof Nicholas Farrelly, Pro Vice-Chancellor, UTAS 
5 October: Prof Jeff Malpas, Emeritus Distinguished Professor, UTAS 
12 October: The Honourable Meg Webb MLC 

 

 
Italian 
Due to the absence of teacher Gianna for an extended time this year, Italian classes are self-directed 
by class members with Karen O’Malley as the main contact. There will be more information about 
Italian classes in due course. 

 
Italian: the first steps (1-2 pm)                        self-directed  LR213/212 
While this is a beginners’ course, as language is acquired cumulatively, it would be advisable for 
absolute beginners to wait until 2027. 

 
Italian: ancora un pó (2-3 pm).                        self-directed LR 213/212 
In this course you will develop more advanced skills through practising conversation, reading, using 
digital resources, extending vocabulary and making connections with grammar. The course will 
attempt to meet your needs in making you more proficient in communicating in Italian. 

 
PROGRAM DETAILS for SPRING TERM 2026 

 

Monday 7 September – Thursday 12 November 
 

MONDAY 9.45 - 11.00am 

MONDAY 11.15am – 12.30pm 

MONDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

MONDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

MONDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 
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TUESDAY 
 

 
Sustainability Matters                                    Ted Lefroy Theatre 
8 September – 22 September (3 weeks) 

 
Tuesday 8 September 
Ecosystems, sustainability and collapse. A history of concepts in ecology, from the origins of the 
discipline in the mid-19th century to the concept of sustainability in the 21st century. 

 
Tuesday 15 September 
A brief history of regenerative agriculture. From organic farming in the 19th century to today’s 
regenerative agriculture movement. 

 
Tuesday 22 September 
Aboriginal agriculture: the debate. A history of the debate about agriculture in pre-colonial Australia 
and its emergence into the public domain in 2014 with the publication of Bruce Pascoe’s book Dark 
Emu Black Seeds: agriculture or accident? 

 
England in the Age of Chaucer Michael Bennett Theatre 
13 October - 10 November 2026 (5 weeks) 
Plague, war, rebellion and cultural vitality in late 14th century England. 

 

 
Come Walk with Us Clair Andersen  Centenary Building  Floor 1, Room 136 
29 September (three hours) 
Come Walk With Us is an introductory three-hour, cultural-safety workshop run by Associate 
Professor Clair Andersen, Aboriginal Higher Education Advisor from the UTAS academic division. It 
covers Tasmanian history before and since colonisation and the continuing effects of government 
policies on Tasmanian Aboriginal people and their communities. Its aim is to develop a greater 
general awareness of indigenous history and future outcomes for Aboriginal Tasmanians. 
The program has been developed by UTAS in consultation with Tasmanian Aboriginal community 
members and supported by Reconciliation Tasmania. 

 

 
Learn Japanese Margaret Anderson LR 213 
The course is aimed at prospective travellers to Japan, but is also suitable for beginners. You will 
learn some basic Japanese scripts – hiragana/katakana – about travel in and outside cities, including 
train etiquette, favourite tourist locations and out-of-the-way destinations, food and eating in Japan 
and how to ask and respond to simple questions. 

 

  
 Art Appreciation at TMAG  TMAG Art Guides     TMAG 
This 10-week course at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Dunn Place, Hobart, is facilitated by 
TMAG’s volunteer art guides. This course will take a total of 15 students from U3A Hobart, U3A 
Clarence and U3A Kingborough. Enrolments will be accepted on a first-in basis with priority given to 
members who have not previously participated. It combines practical and theoretical sessions to help 
newcomers and more practised artists improve their understanding of the diverse ways art can work 
and is designed to develop a more informed and sensitive appreciation of exhibitions at TMAG and 
elsewhere. Further information will be sent to participants before the course begins

TUESDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 

TUESDAY 10.00 – 1.00pm 

TUESDAY 10.30am – 11.45pm 

TUESDAY 11.00am – 12.30pm 
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Observations on Astronomy Peter Taylor Theatre 
A visual tour of the discoveries across space, from our Solar System to the edge of the observable 
universe, using ground-based observatories and Hubble and James Webb Space Telescopes. It will 
also cover the increasing role of satellites across astronomy and world economies. Peter was a 
science explainer at NASA’s Deep Space Communications Complex at Tidbinbilla in Canberra and, 
although not an astronomer, Peter has a lifelong interest in the subject. 

 

 
Canasta self-conducted Terrapin 
This will be self-directed for enthusiasts and brave beginners. 

 

 
500 self-conducted Terrapin 
500 is a popular social card game, usually for four players. This will be a self-directed class for 
enthusiasts and brave beginners Come along and have fun! 

 

 
UFO Disclosure, Discovery and Discernment Frank Strk and Roger Stack LR 211 
13 October - 10 November 2026 (5 weeks) 
This course is for those who would like to know more about this topic from a contemporary 
perspective. Refer to https://tas-education.org/exostudies/u3a-courses/ for further details. 

 

 
How to be Caring Jay Garfield LR 211 
8 September – 6 October (5 weeks) 
This course is focused on the book How to be Caring – An Ancient Guide to a Compassionate Life 
edited and translated by Jay Garfield. Copies can be found at local booksellers and online. Jay has 
directed the Buddhist Studies Program and Tibetan Studies in India program at Smith College, 
Massachusetts, has been visiting professor of Buddhist philosophy at Harvard Divinity School, 
Professor of Philosophy at Melbourne University and Adjunct Professor of Philosophy at the Central 
Institute of Higher Tibetan Studies in Uttar Pradesh. Academicinfluence.com, the education ranking 
website, identifies him as one of the world’s 50 most influential philosophers in the past decade. 

 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 

Arthur and Eliza Arthur: the couple who transformed Van Diemen’s Land, 1824-36 
Alison Alexander Theatre 

13 October – 10 November (5 weeks) 
In 1824 European Tasmania was a poor, ramshackle, corrupt, anything-goes place: by 1830 its 
people were law-abiding, respectable and prosperous – at least, non-Aboriginal people were. 

TUESDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

TUESDAY 11.30am – 1.00pm 

TUESDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

TUESDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

TUESDAY 1.30 – 2.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 
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Governor George Arthur and his wife Eliza led this revolution: how did they do it and what happened 
to the Aboriginal people? 

 
Middle-East Update Peter Jones Theatre 
9 September – 7 October (5 weeks) 
Peter will provide us with insights into the current situation in the Middle East. 

 

 
Birds in Colour Sue Jones Theatre 
7 October – 10 November (five weeks) break on 14 October 
As a group, birds are the most colourful of all vertebrate animals. What determines feather 
colour? Why are different species different colours? Why does colour often differ between life 
stages or sexes of the same species? We shall explore some of the science behind colour in 
birds, a great reason for enjoying some wonderful bird photos. 

 
Behind the News for Grown-Ups Adela Morton LR212 
Is celebrity culture not your idea of a satisfying news diet? Take a weekly look at Tasmanian, national 
and international affairs. Have your say and listen to others on what matters today. 
As this class involves discussion, the class size is limited to 16. Those on the waitlist will be notified 
by the tutor if and when a vacancy occurs. 

 
Refine Your French Elizabeth Eden LR213 
This course is for those whose previous language study and/or experience enables them to 
participate in lively conversation in everyday French, in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. 
Topics include aspects of France and its culture, history, literature and modern life. 
The class is conducted in French, so a solid foundation in the language is required. 
With effective communication a priority, correct pronunciation and various elements of grammar are 
addressed as the need arises. 
Preference in enrolment is given to continuing class members. 

 

 
Retrieve Your French Elizabeth Eden LR213 
This is a continuing course, but structured to accommodate new class members. The emphasis is on 
reading and pronunciation to enable confident conversation. 

 

 
Drawing (continued) self-directed Terrapin 
This is a continuation class for those with some drawing experience. 
Leadership/co-ordination in the group is shared by members who take it in turns to choose the weekly 
tasks, sessions and activities. 

THURSDAY 
 

 
Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard LR 212 
These sessions are designed for those with a good knowledge of French. 
The course provides an opportunity for discussion of a variety of topics, according to the needs and 
interests of the group. 

WEDNESDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 1.00 – 2.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 
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Guided Spanish Conversation Level A1-B1 Sally Gill LR 213 
The course will provide Spanish conversation practice in an interactive, inclusive and relaxed 
environment to help participants improve vocabulary and fluency and gain confidence in general 
speaking skills. Each class will have a theme/topic to encourage dialogue and exchange. 

 
 

 
Mah Jong self-conducted Terrapin 
Mah Jong can be played in different ways. In this class we learn how it is played in China. 

 

 
Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv) Theatre 

September 10: Dale Arvidsson 
Changes at Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 
Dale Arvidsson, senior curator of the RTBG since last year, will present the gardens’ “living 
collections” master plan and describe new and upcoming displays and developments. One aspect will 
be the recent expansion of the Australian and Tasmanian rainforest collections. He is a passionate 
advocate for the relevance of botanic gardens in a time of climate change. 

 
September 17: Malcolm Wells 
Literally a trailblazer 
There are many unique things about Tasmania, and its approach to improving adult literacy and 
numeracy is one of them. Malcolm Wells, chair of the 26Ten network of organisations and individuals 
will talk about this state government-supported program. He’ll explain 26Ten’s unique approach, how 
it has been working to improve adult literacy and numeracy since 2012 and how you can help this 
community project. 

 
September 24: Andrew Hickman 
The Power of Tasmania 
Tasmania might not have had hydro-electric power had it not been for a private company going broke 
in the early 1900s. In this presentation, senior Hydro project manager, Andrew Hickman, will tell us of 
the inception of the Hydro, how it became a world leader in the development of hydropower and the 
people who made it happen. He’ll also disclose the Hydro’s role in the nation’s transition from coal-
fired generation to cleaner energy – and give us an insight into how a civil engineer by day ended up 
on stage at night. 

 
October 1: Christine Milne AO 
Leading in politics 
Former state and national Greens party leader, Christine Milne, was in public life for 40 years and 
played key roles in power-sharing state and federal governments. Her political career began in 1989 
when she was elected to the Tasmanian House of Assembly for Lyons. 
In 1993 she became leader of the Greens in the Tasmanian Parliament and the first female leader of 
a political party in Tasmania. In 2004 she won a Senate seat in Federal parliament . 
Ms Milne will talk about her life in politics, the challenges of today and the future, and the importance 
of participatory democracy. 

 
October 8: Dr Matt Killingsworth 
The Iran-US-Israel Conflict 
The current US-Israel-Iran war has proven disastrous for the world economy, and arguably even more 
catastrophic for the US and Israel. This presentation will discuss what went wrong for Israel and the 
US, and what the conflict tells us about the emerging world order. 

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.15am 

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 
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October 15: Ken Chilcott 
Quirky Music 
Classical music is often viewed as formal and unchanging, yet many of these works have inspired 
playful and amusing reinterpretations. This presentation compares original classical pieces with 
imaginative versions by others, including Ken’s, showing how timeless music can still surprise and 
entertain. 

 
October 22: Anne McConnell 
Progress and pitfalls – an eclectic history of cultural heritage investigation and protection in 
Tasmania 
Anne McConnell, an archaeologist who has worked as a Tasmanian-based cultural heritage 
practitioner for more than 35 years, will present an overview of how Tasmania’s cultural heritage, 
primarily its archaeology, has been investigated and protected since the 1960s. Using examples from 
her own projects, she will then focus on particular aspects of this work undertaken in Tasmania from 
the 1990s onwards and assess the effectiveness of key approaches. 

 
October 29: Marcus Regus 
Re-envisioning the Tasmanian landscape 
Marcus Regus is the landscape designer and plantsman behind several creative Tasmanian 
landscapes, including the regeneration of the 43-hectare Spring Bay Mill site. A second large project 
is the ongoing landscape development of Hollow Tree House in the Central Highlands. Marcus will 
discuss both projects in context of his vision for sustainable landscape design ... and why it’s always 
difficult to give a garden back. 

 
November 5: Andrew Metcalfe AO 
Changing attitudes and Australian policy approaches to migration, refugees and 
multiculturalism 
Andrew Metcalfe AO has been a long-time Australian Government public servant, retiring as 
Secretary of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry in 2023. In all, Andrew was a Commonwealth 
departmental secretary for 12 years, appointed by five Prime Ministers. He was Secretary of the 
Environment (2020-22); Secretary of Immigration and Citizenship (2005-2013); and a Deputy 
Secretary in the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (2002-2005). He was also a partner in 
a global professional services firm for six years. 
Andrew will talk from the perspective of a former senior government official about changing attitudes 
to migration and about ethics and integrity in the public sector. 

 
November 12: Dr Elizabeth Freeman 
Christian Pilgrimages in the European Middle Ages 
Learn about the medieval history of the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. Find out 
about Margery Kempe, a woman from 15th-century England who went on pilgrimage to Rome, 
Jerusalem, Germany, Poland, Spain, and more. She authored an autobiography of her eventful life 
which you can buy in Penguin Classics. Finally, be introduced to the medieval version of “virtual 
pilgrimage”. Due to strict rules of monastic enclosure, poverty or war, many would-be pilgrims were 
prevented from making their journey on foot to the Holy Land so, from the 13th century, “virtual’ 
pilgrimages” using prayer were developed. 

 

 
Great Plays Robert Jarman /Penny Cohen Theatre 
Drawing on 50 years of reading, directing and acting in plays, Robert’s selection will include plays you 
know and some you probably don’t, from the earliest to the most recent. A celebration of the art of the 
stage, and the mirror it holds up to the world. During weeks 1-3, Robert is directing And Then There 
Were None at the Theatre Royal, so these classes will be led by Penny Cohen, an expert in Russian 
literature, who will talk about the great Russian playwright, Anton Chekhov. In weeks 4-10, Robert will 
be back from the world of Agatha Christie to give a series of talks on … murder mysteries. 

THURSDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 
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Spanish 101 (continued) Level A1-A2 Sally Gill LR213 
Improve your Spanish language grammar and communication skills for personal development or 
travel with this elementary course in Castellano. The grammar, vocabulary and expressions taught 
will focus on facilitating communication in everyday situations. 
This is a continuing class, not an introductory course. 

 
Intermediate French C.Moore & L. Risby LR212 
This course will build on students’ existing level of French through readings, digital resources and 
conversation. It aims to extend their knowledge of vocabulary and French culture in a relaxed 
environment. 

 

 
Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR213 
Come and join a dedicated group of those who love poetry and believe it can only be fully appreciated 
when read aloud. Everyone is welcome. Just bring your favourite poems. 

 

 
Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman /self-directed All Saints 
This term we will study Macbeth. Newcomers are welcome; just bring your own copy of the play text. 

 

 
Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic Vicki Martin (convenor) Terrapin 
Come and join us for companionship while doing your own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere. 

 

 
Learn to Play Croquet Members    Sandy Bay Croquet Club 
2 October – 13 November (six weeks with a break on 16 October) 
Croquet is a classic outdoor game that combines strategy, precision and social interaction. Dating 
back to the 13th century, it has evolved into a beloved sport played worldwide and offers a unique 
blend of mental challenge and physical skill. 
The Sandy Bay Croquet Club is offering one-hour sessions in Spring term. All equipment is provided 
but players must wear flat-soled shoes and bring sunscreen. Green fees for this course: $30 per 
person total, payable to the Sandy Bay Croquet Club. 

THURSDAY 1.00 – 2.00pm 

THURSDAY 1.30 – 2.30pm 

THURSDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

FRIDAY 10.30 – 11.30am 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday     
9.45-11.00  German Conversa,on Antje Fox 213 
11.15-12.30  Wri,ng Workshop John McRae 212 
11.30-12.30  UTAS – What’s Going On?                              (6 weeks, 7/9-12/10) Alison Waters (conv) LT 
11.30-12.30  Basic German Antje Fox 213 
1.00-2.00  Italian: first steps                                                    self-directed Karen O’Malley 212/213 
2.00-3.00  Italian: ancora un pó                                             self-directed Karen O’Malley 212/213 
Tuesday     
10.00-11.00  Sustainability MaGers                                     (3 weeks, 8/9-22/9) Ted Lefroy LT 
10.00-1.30  Come Walk With Us                                             (1 day, 29/9) Clair Anderson CB 
10.00-11.00  England in the Age of Chaucer                   (5 weeks, 13/10-10/11) Michael BenneR LT 
10.30-11.45  Learn Japanese Margaret Anderson 213 
11.00-12.30  Art Apprecia,on at TMAG Art Guides TMAG 
11.30-12.30  Observa,ons on Astronomy Peter Taylor LT 
11.30-1.00  Canasta Self-directed T 
1.00-3.00  500 & other games Self-directed T 
1.30-2.30  How to be Caring                                             (5 weeks, 8/9-6/10) Jay Garfield 211 
1.00-3.00  UFO Disclosure, Discovery, Discernment (5 weeks, 13/10-10/11) R Stack, Frank Srk 211 
Wednesday     
10.00-11.00  Middle East Update                                             (5 weeks, 9/9—7/10) Peter Jones LT 
10.00-11.00  Arthur and Eliza ArGhur                                  (5 weeks: 14/10-10/11) Alison Alexander LT 
11.30-12.30  Birds in Colour                                                    (5 weeks: 7/10-10/11) Sue Jones LT 
11.30-12.30  Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton 212 
11.30-12.30  Refine your French Elizabeth Eden 213 
1.00-2.00pm  Retrieve your French Elizabeth Eden 213 
1.00-3.00  Drawing con,nued Jane Monaghan T 
Thursday     
10.00-11.00  Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard 212 
10.00-11.00  Guided Spanish Conversa,on Sally Gill 213 
10.00-11.00  Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv.) LT 
10.00-11.15  Mah Jong Self-directed T 
11.30-12.30  Great Plays                                                    R Jarman/P Cohen LT 
11.30-12.30  Spanish 101 Sally Gill 213 
11.30-12.30  Intermediate French C. Moore/L. Risby 212 
1.00-2.00  Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy 213 
1.00-3.00  Pain,ng Class: watercolour/acrylic Vicki Mar`n (conv.) T 
1.30-2.30  Reading Shakespeare - Macbeth Robert Jarman AS 
Friday     
10.30-11.30  Learn to Play Croquet                              (6 weeks: 2/10-13/11) Members SBC 
 
AS = All Saints Hawker Hall        TMAG = Tas Museum & Art Gallery       LT = Lecture Theatre        T = Terrapin           
211, 212, 213 = Lecture Rooms        CB = Centenary Building, Roon 136          SBC = Sandu Bay Croquet Club 

            ENROLMENT FORM          Spring Term 2026   (7 September – 12 November) 
Enrolments Open: Monday 10 August 

Post to: ENROLMENT SECRETARY, U3A HOBART INC., PO BOX 71, SANDY BAY 7006 
 

Surname…………………………………………………………….            First Name…………………………………………………………………. 
 

  Phone……………………………………………………….                 Email…………………………………………………………………………. 



 
 

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE - HOBART INC. 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 2026 
 
 
Please print in BLOCK LETTERS (not email) and fill in all ESSENTIAL* details. 
 

Surname* 
 
 
First name* 
 
 
Street address* 
 
 
Suburb* 
 
 
Post Code* 
 
 
Phone 

Landline:  
Mobile: 

 
Email 
 

 
  
Membership Fee 2026         $85 
  
EITHER  

Enrol and pay on the Member Wizard Portal (Credit card) 
 
OR 

Pay by Direct Bank Transfer. 
 
CBA Bank details: BSB 067 002, Account No. 1047 7074, Account Name U3A 
Hobart. 

 
ESSENTIAL for a Bank Transfer please: 

1. Put your FULL NAME on the transfer 
2. Ensure the exact BSB and Account No. match the above 
3. Post this form to the address below 

 
 

I / We apply to join or re-join U3A Hobart Inc., and in doing so accept that the information provided above may be 
used by U3A Hobart Inc. for U3A purposes only. 
 
 
Signature...............................................................................................Date.................................. 
 
 
Post to: Membership Secretary, PO Box 71, Sandy Bay, TAS. 7006 

 

Email


