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It’s only four-and-a-half months
into our new relationship with 
UTAS at Sandy Bay and the Arts 
Lecture Theatre is proving a great 
venue, with much more room for
people to attend lectures and 
events; there are a few issues we
are addressing, such as lighting 
and fixing a few of the seats.

The Terrapin has been painted 
and carpeted and is feeling more

and more like a home base and 
lots of us are enjoying a cuppa
between and during classes. 

Most of us seem to be finding
parks around the campus, if not
right in front of the Humanities
building, certainly on the 
outlying parts of the campus and
surrounding streets – some of

us are parking at the Annex and
walking down. We are having 
conversations with UTAS about 
converting several staff parking
spots to student parking which we 
can also use and have hopes of
two extra disability parking spots.

Feel free to chat to me or
anyone on the U3A committee 
about this and other matters.

Kathy Brown

President’s report

Fine art in a time capsule
There is a treat in store for art lovers – a
U3A pre-term talk on the life and work
of Tasmania icon and living treasure,
Eileen Brooker, by her long-time friend,
Sue Abdullah.

Eileen’s artwork is held in private and
public collections throughout Australia 
and overseas and during her 103 years 
she has seen many technological 
and social changes. Her painting and 
pottery-related travels in England, 
Europe, Japan, Ghana and America 
are recounted in Sue’s book, People,
Pottery and Painting: Life Stories of 
Eileen Brooker.

Western Australian Sue met Eileen 
from Hobart when they were both
teaching at Elizabeth Matriculation 

College and a lifelong friendship
developed. Seven years ago, Sue 
agreed to embark on recording Eileen’s
life stories.

People, Pottery and Painting covers 
the wide range of Eileen’s artistic
adventures and skills, the vibrancy of
her colourful Modernist paintings,
her ceramics and her connections 
with other artists she has met during 
her lifetime. These include the renown
Australian sculptor, Oliffe Richmond,
Tasmanian painter, George Davis, NSW 
painter, Guy Warren, and Ghanaian 
potter, Daniel Cobblah.
l Tuesday 2 June, the Arts Lecture
Theatre, 10 am. Morning tea will be
served in the Terrapin after the lecture

U3A Hobart

Icon: Eileen 
Brooker 
in 2017 
and Sue  
Abdullah’s 
book about 
her life 
– © Sam
Rosewarne, 
The Mercury
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New roles for theatre star

A man for all seasons: Robert Jarman  
Photograph: State Library and Archives 
of Tasmania

One of Tasmania’s adopted stars 
and distinguished theatre all-
rounder has gained new accolades. 

U3A Hobart’s own theatre 
workshop leader, Robert Jarman, 
has added to his extensive list 
of achievements with a library 
fellowship and a one-off show at 
Hobart’s Theatre Royal. 

Meanwhile, the State Library and 
Archives of Tasmania has chosen 
Robert as one of its four 2026 
fellows. He will work with Island 
Magazine on his project, Swagger, 
which focuses on the convict actor 
and comedian Alonzo Johnson 

(1819–1882). Swagger explores the 
history of theatre, sexuality, gender, 
drag, cross-dressing, longing and 
love in colonial Lutruwita/Tasmania. 
Robert plans to capture this 
research in a piece of imaginative 
historical fiction and a performance.

Just in case he finds himself 
with nothing to do, Robert is also 
directing Agatha’s Christie’s play, 
And Then There Were None, at the 
Theatre Royal this September.
l Robert Jarman, 16 May at 
2:30pm. Details and bookings on 
the Theatre Royal site: https://www.
theatreroyal.com.au/

Hold on to your seats – our 2026 
president has some big plans
If it is one thing U3A’s new 
president doesn’t need it’s any 
spare energy.

Kathy Brown is bubbling with 
ideas how to expand the group’s 
range of classes, opportunities 
and influence. “I want to grow 
U3A Hobart, it’s all about 
exploring the possibilities,” she 
says. “U3A members don’t want 
to get more formal degrees, it’s 
more about continuous learning 
but there are few non-vocational 
adult education* courses in 
Hobart; U3A is it.”

She pays tribute to former 
U3A leaders: “They have done 
such a great job, the foundation 
we have is just incredible,” and 
says it will provide a sound base 
for forming new partnerships 
with local businesses and other 
organisations. “There’s the 
bookshops, COTA (Council 
on the Ageing), let’s see what 
UTAS can do for us; then there 
are U3A groups across Tassie, 
all over Australia and a whole 
international movement …” 

Kathy certainly has the training 
and experience to make things 
happen. She has five degrees; 

including postgraduate diplomas 
and a master’s in economics; 
archaeology, governance, urban 
policy and planning (“Economics 
was my father’s idea, I wanted to 
do history and archaeology.”) and 
a wealth of experience in not-
for-profit sector management in 

Queensland, ranging from roles in 
the Council of Carers and Council 
of Social Service to state director of 
the Federal Department of Health 
and Ageing to senior director of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Health at Queensland Health. 
“I’ve always worked in health and 
the not-for-profit sector, I wanted 
to make a change for good.” Her 

relationship with Tasmania 
began with her parents: they 
took early retirement and moved 
from Northern NSW to Crabtree 
in the 1990s where they had 
horses. Kathy and her partner 
spent holidays with them; then 
her sister moved south, then an 
aunt, then a cousin.

Why? “Like so many others, 
we fell in love with the place, its 
beauty and its history.”

She has taken to Hobart life 
like the proverbial duck. “I had 
the privilege of retiring early and 
in 2020 we moved here and 
joined every group there is.” 

By 2021 she was a member 
of Tasmanian Council of 
Social Service (TasCOSS), 
then a board member; the list 
includes the Royal Society 
of Tasmania; the Tasmanian 
Historical Research Association, 
membership of the ABC 
Friends Tasmania management 
committee as well as U3A 
Hobart president.

Watch this space.
*Libraries Tasmania runs some 
short adult education courses, 
but most cost $190 or more.

U3A Hobart
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Tributes paid to committee stalwarts
Two members who retired 
from the committee in 
March this year have made 
outstanding contributions to 
U3A Hobart. 

Ches Bogus has been our 
hard-working Treasurer for 
many years. He helped guide 
us through the move from 
the Philip Smith Building 
on the Domain to the UTAS 
Sandy Bay campus and his 
experience, expertise and 
advice over many years 

has been invaluable to the 
committee.

Ken Johnson has been 
fundamental in setting 
up and maintaining our 
information technology 
systems for many years, 
and most recently was 
instrumental in establishing 
Member Wizard system 
which is now such an 
important feature of 
communications for  
U3A Hobart.

Our heartfelt thanks go 
to these stalwarts for their 
massive contributions.

David Waters

Ken has been a generous, 
collaborative and patient 
colleague, and Larainne and I 
will miss our happy planning 
afternoons at Mt Nelson. We 
are comforted to know that 
he will still be available when 
we need advice.

Alison Waters

On a sunny day last March, the 
Venture Out research team from the 
UTAS Wicking Dementia Research 
and Education Centre got together 
with University Community Garden 
Co-ordinator, Jeff McClintock, to hatch 
plans to transform a small patch of 
grassland next to the new U3A Hobart 
campus rooms.

Many older people, those living 
with dementia, and care-partners are 
isolated; the hubs project aims to boost 
connections with nature and others. 
The Venture Out team works with 
community groups to turn their green 
spaces into dementia-inclusive hubs, 
enabling people to connect with nature.

The team helps organisations add 
dementia-inclusive elements to their 
green spaces by providing training 
and resources, advising on accessible 
toilets, rest areas and sensory points 
of interest. Over coffee and biscuits, 
Jeff and the team discussed his ideas, 

informed by Wicking’s principles of 
dementia-inclusivity.

Creating a dementia-inclusive nature 
hub means providing a space suitable 
for everyone and Venture Out would 
love U3A Hobart members to join in.

Do get in touch: venture.out@utas.
edu.au

 Dr Pauline Marsh, co-lead of the 
Wicking Venture Out group 

l U3A members have been invited 
to an autumn gathering hosted by 
the Venture Out team on 28 May.

Team members, Nature Hubs’ 
representative and guests will 
discuss all things nature and 
dementia at the Phillip Smith Centre, 
71 Brooker Highway, Hobart. The 
three-hour event begins at 9.30am 
and morning tea will be provided.

You and your friends can RSVP 
(for catering purposes) to venture.
out@utas.edu.au by 19 May.

Growing ideas: UTAS Community Garden Co-ordinator Jeff McClintock (left) and the team discuss strategies

One of Australia’s 
leading health and 
medical research 
institutes is holding 
a five-week series of 
U3A Hobart lectures 
on important research 
developments. 

Beginning on 9 
June, staff from the 
Menzies Institute for 
Medical Research 
(MIMR) at the 
University of Tasmania 
will discuss their 
ground-breaking work 
in stroke prevention, 
osteoarthritis and 
new blood cancer 
therapies. 

The MIMR welcomes 
older people who want 
to take part in its many 
trials and tests. If you 
are interested, go 
to: https://www.utas.
edu.au/menzies/get-
involved/join-a-study

Tune into 
Menzies 
health 
matters
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Former university lecturer, conservation officer and present 
curator, graphic artist, bookbinder, and papermaker, Penny 
Carey-Wells, gave a talk on portraiture in the Short Bites 
series last term. Audience member Sally Banks was 
inspired to dress for the occasion …

Helene Chung to talk 
about her life in Hobart

Northern Australia covers an 
enormous area but little has been 
written about its heritage.

Pre-eminent historian Henry 
Reynolds has started to correct 
that with the publication of his 
latest book, Looking From the 
North: Australian History from the 
Top Down (right).

It was the subject on 23 April 
of another of Henry’s captivating 
Kaleidoscope lectures. The book 
is a mix of biographical 

and academic content. He 
described his early education 
and teaching career in Tasmania, 
marriage to Margaret, a 
Queensland senator for 16 years 

and our patron, and their 34 years 
in Townsville. 

He soon found there was a 
dearth of information about 
Northern Australia when he started 
work teaching Queensland’s 
history at the James Cook 
University in the mid-1960s. 
“Southerners” dismissed 
“Northerners” as uneducated and 
unsophisticated and Northerners 
held this attitude to indigenous 
Australians and non-white 
immigrants. 

This discovery launched him 
into a lifetime’s study of First 
Australians, their culture, history 
and art.

Noted southern historian 
takes a look northwards

Pioneer journalist and author, Helene 
Chung will deliver a talk on her Hobart 
childhood at 
the Tasmanian 
Historical 
Research 
Association on  
12 May. 

The first non-
white reporter 
working for 
Australian 
television 
recently 
presented a 
popular series 
of talks to U3A 
Hobart on 
growing up in 
Tasmania and 
her life as an 
international 
correspondent.
l Tuesday 12 May at 7.30 pm, rear of 
159 Macquarie Street, Hobart 7000.
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Term 2 enrolments 
open on Monday, 
11 May. 

Note that you 
will not be able 
to enrol in 2026 
winter classes 
before this date. 

Having trouble 
sorting out what 
goes where?

Help is at hand.
Enrolment 

assistance will be 
provided at the 
Terrapin building 
at UTAS on 
Monday, 11 May 
2026, from 9.30am 
to 11.30 am, and at 
the same time on 
Tuesday, 12 May.  

On course for the winter term
The Terrapin building is 
where all our games classes 
are held. We have canasta on 
Tuesdays and mahjong on 
Thursdays, but there’s plenty 
of room for more. 

Would you like to start a 
new games group – bridge? 
Scrabble? Monopoly? 
chess? jigsaw puzzles? 

You could form a weekly 
social group to relax, chat 
and enjoy a quiet cuppa 
with friends, set up a trivia 
group, maybe a book club? 
We’d love to help you make 
it happen. Just get in touch 
with us at membership@
u3ahobart.org.au and we’ll 
get the ball rolling!

Had to miss a lecture you really wanted to 
attend? Our website may have the answer. 

Many of our term one presentations are 
posted there – and there are others from 2024 
and 2025 as well. 

Check out the course resources tab on the 
home page at https://www.u3ahobart.org.au/
course-resources-2026/

Extra curricular activities

Autumn sprang some 
pleasant suprises as 
far as the weather 
went. Members 
enjoyed a cuppa 
inside the Terrapin 
and out, while big 
band fans gathered 
at the Arts Theatre to 
enjoy the U3A concert 
by the Last Chance 
Musicians (LCM)  
Jazz Band.



 
 

 

 

PROGRAM SUMMARY – WINTER TERM 2026 
 

Tuesday 9 June – Thursday 13 August 
 
 

U3A Hobart 

 
 

Time   Subject  Lecturer / Convenor Loc 
Monday      

9.45 -11.00 am     German Conversation Antje Fox 213 

11.15 -12.30 pm  Writing Workshop John McRae 212 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Travellers’ Tales                       
15 June – 13 July (5 weeks) 

David Waters (Conv.) LT 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Basic German 
22 June – 10 August (8 weeks) 

Antje Fox 213 

1.00 -3.00 pm  UFO Disclosure, Discovery and Discernment  
15 June – 13 Jul (5 weeks) 

Roger Stack and Frank Strk 212 

1.00 -2.00 pm  Italian: First steps Self-directed ( Karen O’Malley) 213 

2.00 -3.00 pm   Italian: Ancora un pó Self-directed ( Karen O’Malley) 213 

Tuesday     
10.00 -11.00 am  Menzies Institute                        

 9 June – 7 July (5 weeks) 
Janine Leake (conv.) LT 

10.30 -11.45 am  Learn Japanese Margaret Anderson 213 

11.30 -12.30 pm  George Orwell 
9 June – 7 July (5 weeks) 

Penny Cohen LT 

11.30 -12.30 pm  The Premiers  
14 July – 11 August (5 weeks)  

Neil Spark LT 

11.30 -1.00 pm   Canasta Self-directed T 

1.00 -3.00 pm   500 (and other games) Self-directed T 

2.00 -3.00 pm   Introduction to Buddhist Philosophy      
 9 June – 7 July (5 weeks) 

Jay Garfield 213 

2.00 -3.00 pm  Five Philosophical Conversations 
14 July – 11 August (5 weeks)  

Jeff Malpas 213 

Wednesday      
10.00 -11.00 am  The Construction of South America Peter Jones LT 

11.30 -12.30 pm   Behind the News for Grown Ups Adela Morton 212 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Refine Your French Elizabeth Eden 213 

1.00 -2.00 pm   Retrieve Your French Elizabeth Eden 213 

1.00 -3.00 pm   Drawing continued Jane Monaghan T 

Thursday      
10.00 -11.00 am  Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (convenor) LT 

10.00 -11.00 am  Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard 212 

10.00 -11.00 am  Guided Spanish Conversation  Sally Gill 213 

10.00 -11.15 am  Mah Jong Self-directed T 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Plays of the World Robert Jarman LT 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Intermediate French Christine Moore/Lisa Risby 212 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Spanish 101 Sally Gill 213 

1.00 -2.00 pm  Reading Poetry Heather Chauncy 213 

1.00 -3.00 pm  Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic (T) Self-directed (Vicki Martin)  T 

1.30 -2.30 pm  Reading Shakespeare  Robert Jarman AS 

AS = All Saints Hall; LT = Lecture Theatre; 212 = Lecture Room 212; 213 = Lecture Room 213; T = Terrapin

          PROGRAM SUMMARY – WINTER TERM 2026
               Tuesday 9 June – Thursday 13 August
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MONDAY 

 
MONDAY 9.45 - 11.00am 

 
German Conversation   Antje Fox    LR 213 
 
New and continuing students with a prior knowledge of German are very welcome. The course will 
focus primarily on conversation and will include some grammatical assistance. 
 
MONDAY 11.15am – 12.30pm 

 
Writing Workshop    John McRae    LR 212 
 
After topics are explored in class the writing is done at home. Finished work is discussed in class, with 
constructive comments by group members and tutor in a relaxed atmosphere. 
 
MONDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

 
Travellers’ Tales   David Waters (convenor)     Theatre 
15 June – 14 July (5 weeks) 
 
Travel vicariously with U3A members to an assortment of fascinating destinations. 
15 June The Old Stone Towns of Tuscany, Italy - Assisi, Spello, Montepulciano and Pienza  

Denise Gora 
22 June The Jungfrau region – Switzerland at its best    Prue Bradford   
29 June Lord Howe Island        Stuart Heathorn 
6 July  The Elephant Orphans of Kenya       Denise Gora 
13 July  The Orkney Islands starting from Stockholm   Liz Ruthven and Jane Bowman 
 
MONDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

 
Basic German      Antje Fox    LR 213 
 
We hope to build on members’ existing level of German through conversation, and to extend their 
knowledge of vocabulary in a relaxed atmosphere. Min. class size = 5. 
This class will commence in week 3 – Monday 22 June.  
 
MONDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
Italian 
 
Due to the absence of teacher Gianna for an extended time this year, Italian classes are self-directed 
by class members with Karen O’Malley as the main contact.  
There will be more information about Italian classes in due course. 

 
Italian: the first steps (1-2 pm)                Self-directed         LR 213  
While this is a beginners’ course, as language is acquired cumulatively, it would be advisable for 
absolute beginners to wait until 2027.   
 
Italian: ancora un pó (2-3 pm)   Self-directed         LR 213  
In this course you will develop more advanced skills through practising conversation, reading, using  

PROGRAM DETAILS for WINTER TERM 2026 
Tuesday 9 June – Thursday 13 August 

(Public Holiday: Monday 8 June) 
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digital resources, extending vocabulary and making connections with grammar. The course will 
attempt to meet your needs in making you more proficient in communicating in Italian. 
 
MONDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
UFO Disclosure, Discovery and Discernment  Frank Strk and Roger Stack   LR 212 
15 June –- 13 July 2026 (5 weeks) 
 
This course is for those who would like to know more about this topic from a contemporary 
perspective.  
Please refer to the web page for further details: https://tas-education.org/exostudies/u3a-courses/ 
 

 
 

TUESDAY 
 

TUESDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 
 
The Menzies Institute        Janine Leake (convenor)  Theatre 
9 June – 7 July (5 weeks) 
 
This course covers a range of topics about current research and issues including: 
 

1. Digital interventions for stroke prevention 
2. A Better Future for Osteoarthritis in Tasmania 
3. Marrow Map – New Therapies for Blood cancers and Immune disease ... 
4. Integrating Transport and Health: evidence-based approach (Tentative) 
5. Lived experiences of people who need to use healthcare services. 

 
TUESDAY 10.30am – 11.45pm 

 
Learn Japanese   Margaret Anderson    LR 213 
 
The course is aimed at prospective travellers to Japan, but is also suitable for beginners. You will 
learn some basic Japanese scripts – hiragana/katakana – about train travel in and outside cities 
including train etiquette, favourite tourist locations and out-of-the-way destinations, how to ask and 
respond to simple questions, food and eating in Japan.  
 
TUESDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

 
George Orwell    Penny Cohen    Theatre 
9 June – 7 July (5 weeks)  
 
“Orwellian” is a term much in use these days. Who was the man who became George Orwell? We 
take a look at the life of the author of 1984, from his birth in an age of Empire to his death post-WW2 
when he warned the world against political repression. 

 
The Premiers    Neil Spark      Theatre  
14 July – 11 August (5 weeks) 
 
From Labor’s Electric Eric Reece to the Liberals’ Whispering Bulldozer, Robin Gray, you’ll learn about 
four Tasmanian premiers, their challenges and personalities. 
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The course covers the big conservation battles of Lake Pedder and the Franklin River but also  
those you may not know about, such as Bill Neilson saving Salamanca Place and his strong support 
for the arts.    
 
TUESDAY 11.30am – 1.00pm 

 
Canasta      Self-conducted  Terrapin 
This will be self-directed for enthusiasts and brave beginners. It will be fun and you’ll probably end up 
becoming addicted to the game. 
 
TUESDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
500       Self-conducted  Terrapin 
 
500 is a popular social card game, usually for four players. This will be a self-directed class for fans 
and first-timers. Come along and have fun! 
 
TUESDAY 2.00 – 3.00pm 

 
Introduction to Buddhist Philosophy   Jay Garfield    LR 213 
9 June – 7 July (5 weeks) 
 

1. Buddhist Basics: The Four Noble Truths. (9 June) 
 

2. Impermanence, Interdependence, and Selflessness (16 June) 
 

3. Emptiness in Madhyamaka and Yogācāra (23 June) 
 

4. Buddhist Ethics: Moral Phenomenology and the Brahmavihāras (30 June) 
 
5.  Buddhism in the Postmodern West. (7 July) 

 
Readings will be made available before the course commences. 
 
Five Philosophical Conversations  Jeff Malpas    LR 213 
14 July – 11 August (5 weeks) 
 
Thinking in the Spirit of the Greeks: an Introduction to Philosophy through the Work of Albert Camus 
 

1. Camus, the Greeks and the Mediterranean (14 July) 
 

2. Sisyphus and Suicide (21 July) 
 
3. God, Morality, and Evil (28 July) 
 
4. The Limits of Reason; (4 August) 
 
5. Philosophy, Poetry, and Literature (11 August) 
 

Readings will be made available before the course commences. 
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WEDNESDAY 
 
WEDNESDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 

 
The Construction of South America   Peter Jones   Theatre 
 
Peter will provide us with insights into the story behind this part of the world.  
 
 

WEDNESDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 
 
Behind the News for Grown-Ups         Adela Morton   LR212  
 
Is celebrity culture not your idea of a satisfying news diet? Take a weekly look at Tasmanian, national 
and international affairs. Have your say and listen to others on what matters today. 
 
Refine Your French     Elizabeth Eden   LR213 
 
This course is for those whose previous language study and/or experience enables them to 
participate in lively conversation in everyday French in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. Topics 
include aspects of France and its culture, history, literature and modern life. The class is conducted in 
French, so a solid foundation in the language is required. Effective communication is a priority and 
correct pronunciation and various elements of grammar are addressed as the need arises. Preference 
in enrolment is given to continuing class members. 
 
WEDNESDAY 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 
Retrieve Your French     Elizabeth Eden   LR213 
 
This is a continuing course but structured to accommodate new class members. The emphasis is on 
reading and pronunciation to enable confident conversation.  
 
WEDNESDAY 1.00 - 3.00pm 

 
Drawing (continued)    Self-directed   Terrapin 
 
This is a continuation class for those with some drawing experience. Leadership/co-ordination in the 
group is shared by members who take it in turns to choose the weekly tasks, sessions and activities. 
 

 
 

THURSDAY 
 

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 
 
Advanced French     Marilyn Pinkard  LR 212  
 
These sessions are designed for those with a good knowledge of French. The course provides an 
opportunity for discussion of a variety of topics, according to the needs and interests of the group. 
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Guided Spanish Conversation Level A1-B1    Sally Gill      LR 213 
 
The course will provide Spanish conversation practice in an interactive, inclusive and relaxed 
environment, to help participants improve vocabulary and fluency and gain confidence in general 
speaking skills. Each class will have a theme/topic to encourage dialogue and exchange. 
 
THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.15am 

 
Mah Jong      Self-conducted  Terrapin 
 
Mah Jong can be played in different ways. In this class we learn how it is played in China. 
 
THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 

 
Kaleidoscope      Kathy Brown (conv)  Theatre 
 
11 June: Pamela Allen 
The Politics of Literature     
 
There’s been quite a bit in the news recently about the politics of literary festivals. Writers have felt 
silenced/excluded because of their nationality/religious faith. Others have been accused of cultural  
 
appropriation in their presentations. The very popular Ubud Writers and Readers Festival (UWRF) in 
Bali is no stranger to literary politics either. The 2015 UWRF, for example, was threatened with shut-
down by the Indonesian government if panel members with links to the 1965 attempted coup were not 
removed – and things just got a whole lot more interesting in Australia after Adelaide Writers’ Week 
was cancelled this year. 
 
18 June: Wendy Bowler 
The Woman who made Vincent van Gogh    
 
The story of artist Vincent van Gogh’s intense life, including his close bond with art dealer, brother 
Theo, is legendary. But, until recently, the role of sister-in-law, Jo van Gogh-Bonger, in Vincent’s fame 
has been under-appreciated. In fact, Jo is the key to understanding how an artist who barely sold a 
work in his own time should be so influential today. Wendy will discuss Jo’s legacy with reference to a 
selection of van Gogh’s paintings. 
 
25 June: Honorary Professor John Tully, College of Arts & Education, Victoria University  
The Devil's Milk: A Social History of Rubber 
 
Rubber is so commonplace that we hardly notice it. A stint working in a Melbourne tyre factory caused 
John Tully to take a closer look at this extraordinary substance and its effects on human society. His 
musings and research led him to write several books and articles on the social history of rubber. 
 
2 July: Lara Giddings 
Lara Giddings: Leading the Way: Tasmania’s First – and so far only – Female 
Premier 

 
Join Lara in a conversation around gender in leadership, drawing on her own experiences of 
becoming Tasmania's first female premier.  
 
9 July: Lord Mayor Cr Anna Reynolds  
Key and Current Issues Impacting Hobart   
 
This session will canvass topics the Lord Mayor wants to discuss, including current issues impacting 
Hobart. It would also be interesting to hear Anna's views on council’s role in the development of the 
stadium now it has Parliament’s approval. 
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16 July: Jane Deeth  
Cons, Clichés and Conundrums: why bother with contemporary art?   
 
Jane Deeth understands contemporary art can be confusing and even frightening at times. This 
assertion is based on more than 30 years working in the visual arts as a curator, educator, 
administrator, writer and researcher, and includes her roles as Visual Arts Co-ordinator for Ten Days 
on the Island and curator of the Glover Prize. She is currently writing a memoire based on her 
experiences. In this lecture Jane examines how and why art has changed over time, and considers an 
alternative approach to audience engagement, especially when it comes to contemporary art’s more 
confronting manifestations. 
 
23 July : Neil Spark 
The Blythe Star       
 
A Perfect Storm: the Tasmanian Transport Commission authorities in October 1973 couldn’t believe a 
ship could vanish. You won’t believe the confluence of events that created a perfect storm that 
resulted in the sinking of the Blythe Star. You’ll hear a story of breath-taking incompetence but it’s 
also an awe-inspiring story of survival in the Southern Ocean and the Tasmanian wilderness. The 
tragedy changed maritime regulations and made ships and crews safer.  
 
30 July: Lara Colrain 
Hobart’s Antarctic festival & the legacy of Douglas Mawson  
 
As the Australian Antarctic Festival approaches, Mawson’s Hut Foundation chief, Lara Colrain, will 
speak about the challenges of carrying on the legacy of Douglas Mawson, the oft-called “unsung 
explorer”. She will outline plans for the unique four-day festival, including its recognition of the 50th 
anniversary of women in Antarctica and an exhibition of original, early photographs by Frank Hurley.  

 
6 August: Adjunct Associate Professor Julie Rimes 
The Royal Society of Tasmania – A Living Institution    
 
Founded in 1843, The Royal Society of Tasmania is the oldest Royal Society outside the United 
Kingdom and has played a continuous role in advancing knowledge across science, arts and 
scholarship. This talk explores how the society’s remarkable history and its contemporary mission 
continue to position it as a living institution – one that not only preserves the intellectual heritage of 
Tasmania but also actively contributes to the generation and sharing of new knowledge. 
 
13 August: Adjunct Associate Professor Terese Henning and Dr Valmae Kitchener 
Why Tasmania needs a Human Rights Act 
  
Tasmanians’ fundamental human rights are not adequately protected by our laws. Australia is the only 
common law country that does not have a national Bill, Charter or Human Rights Act. We take for 
granted that our laws protect freedom of speech, the right to vote, the right to privacy, the right to 
equality before the law, protection of property, the right to a clean and safe environment, the right to 
education and to the best possible health care. Well, yeah, nah. So how would a Tasmanian Human 
Rights Act remedy this situation? How would it enhance protection of human rights and how would it 
work? These matters are the topic of this talk. 
 
THURSDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

 
Great Plays        Robert Jarman  Theatre 
 
Drawing on 50 years of reading, directing and acting in plays, Robert’s selection of Great Plays will 
include plays you know and some you probably don't, from the earliest to the most recent. A 
celebration of the art of the stage, and the mirror it holds up to the world. 
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Spanish 101 (continued) Level A1-A2   Sally Gill   LR213 
 
Improve your Spanish grammar and communication skills for personal development or travel with this 
elementary course in Castellano. The grammar, vocabulary and expressions taught will focus on 
facilitating communication in everyday situations.  
This is a continuing class, not an introductory course. 
 
Intermediate French    C.Moore & L. Risby    LR212 
 
This course will build on students’ existing level of French through readings and conversation. It aims 
to extend their knowledge of vocabulary and French culture in a relaxed environment. 
 
THURSDAY 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 
Reading Poetry for Pleasure    Heather Chauncy  LR213 
 
Come and join a dedicated group who love poetry and believe it can only be fully appreciated when 
read aloud. Everyone is welcome. Just bring your favourite poems. 
 
THURSDAY 1.30 - 2.30pm 

 
Reading Shakespeare    Robert Jarman   All Saints 
“Once more unto the breach, dear friends!” The group will concentrate on Henry V, Shakespeare’s 
most searching war play. Rhetoric meets reality, high politics abut low comedy and idealistic action 
confronts consequences.  
Newcomers are welcome; just bring your own copy of the play text. 
 
THURSDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic      Vicki Martin (convenor) Terrapin 
 
Come and join us for companionship while doing your own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere. 



 
 

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE - HOBART INC. 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 2026 
 
 
Please print in BLOCK LETTERS (not email) and fill in all ESSENTIAL* details. 
 

Surname* 
 
 
First name* 
 
 
Street address* 
 
 
Suburb* 
 
 
Post Code* 
 
 
Phone 

Landline:  
Mobile: 

 
Email 
 

 
  
Membership Fee 2026         $85 
  
EITHER  

Enrol and pay on the Member Wizard Portal (Credit card) 
 
OR 

Pay by Direct Bank Transfer. 
 
CBA Bank details: BSB 067 002, Account No. 1047 7074, Account Name U3A 
Hobart. 

 
ESSENTIAL for a Bank Transfer please: 

1. Put your FULL NAME on the transfer 
2. Ensure the exact BSB and Account No. match the above 
3. Post this form to the address below 

 
 

I / We apply to join or re-join U3A Hobart Inc., and in doing so accept that the information provided above may be 
used by U3A Hobart Inc. for U3A purposes only. 
 
 
Signature...............................................................................................Date.................................. 
 
 
Post to: Membership Secretary, PO Box 71, Sandy Bay, TAS. 7006 

 

Email

U3A Hobart



 
 

 

 

PROGRAM SUMMARY – WINTER TERM 2026 
 

Tuesday 9 June – Thursday 13 August 
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Time   Subject  Lecturer / Convenor Loc 
Monday      

9.45 -11.00 am     German Conversation Antje Fox 213 

11.15 -12.30 pm  Writing Workshop John McRae 212 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Travellers’ Tales                       
15 June – 13 July (5 weeks) 

David Waters (Conv.) LT 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Basic German 
22 June – 10 August (8 weeks) 

Antje Fox 213 

1.00 -3.00 pm  UFO Disclosure, Discovery and Discernment  
15 June – 13 Jul (5 weeks) 

Roger Stack and Frank Strk 212 

1.00 -2.00 pm  Italian: First steps Self-directed ( Karen O’Malley) 213 

2.00 -3.00 pm   Italian: Ancora un pó Self-directed ( Karen O’Malley) 213 

Tuesday     
10.00 -11.00 am  Menzies Institute                        

 9 June – 7 July (5 weeks) 
Janine Leake (conv.) LT 

10.30 -11.45 am  Learn Japanese Margaret Anderson 213 

11.30 -12.30 pm  George Orwell 
9 June – 7 July (5 weeks) 

Penny Cohen LT 

11.30 -12.30 pm  The Premiers  
14 July – 11 August (5 weeks)  

Neil Spark LT 

11.30 -1.00 pm   Canasta Self-directed T 

1.00 -3.00 pm   500 (and other games) Self-directed T 

2.00 -3.00 pm   Introduction to Buddhist Philosophy      
 9 June – 7 July (5 weeks) 

Jay Garfield 213 

2.00 -3.00 pm  Five Philosophical Conversations 
14 July – 11 August (5 weeks)  

Jeff Malpas 213 

Wednesday      
10.00 -11.00 am  The Construction of South America Peter Jones LT 

11.30 -12.30 pm   Behind the News for Grown Ups Adela Morton 212 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Refine Your French Elizabeth Eden 213 

1.00 -2.00 pm   Retrieve Your French Elizabeth Eden 213 

1.00 -3.00 pm   Drawing continued Jane Monaghan T 

Thursday      
10.00 -11.00 am  Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (convenor) LT 

10.00 -11.00 am  Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard 212 

10.00 -11.00 am  Guided Spanish Conversation  Sally Gill 213 

10.00 -11.15 am  Mah Jong Self-directed T 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Plays of the World Robert Jarman LT 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Intermediate French Christine Moore/Lisa Risby 212 

11.30 -12.30 pm  Spanish 101 Sally Gill 213 

1.00 -2.00 pm  Reading Poetry Heather Chauncy 213 

1.00 -3.00 pm  Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic (T) Self-directed (Vicki Martin)  T 

1.30 -2.30 pm  Reading Shakespeare  Robert Jarman AS 

AS = All Saints Hall; LT = Lecture Theatre; 212 = Lecture Room 212; 213 = Lecture Room 213; T = Terrapin

          PROGRAM SUMMARY – WINTER TERM 2026
               Tuesday 9 June – Thursday 13 August

ENROLMENT FORM WINTER TERM 2026
Monday 9 June – 13 August   Enrolments open Monday 11 May (separate form for each member)

Post to: ENROLMENT SECRETARY, U3A HOBART, PO BOX 71, SANDY BAY 7006 

Surname ………………………………………….  First name ……………………………………..

Phone ......................................  Email ......................................................

U3A Hobart


