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U3A’s 2026 Annual General Meeting will be held at the Arts/Humanities Theatre on 12 
March at 10am before Thursday’s Kaleidoscope session. See page 1A and 2A for details.

New beginnings 
President’s report

Patron: Margaret Reynolds
President: David Waters
Vice-President: Kathy Brown
Treasurer: John Currie
Secretary: Maria Rolls: secretary@
u3ahobart.org.au
Membership & Enrolment
Secretary: Larainne Robertson:
membership@u3ahobart.org.au
Newsletter editor: Bronwen Holly:
bronwen.holly@gmail.com
IT support: Tim McDougall, 0438 533 396
Course enquiries to:
academic.program@u3ahobart.org.au
Committee members: Ches Bogus, Stuart 
Heathorn, Ken Johnson, Adela Morton, Neil 
Spark, Alison Waters. 
Academic Co-ordinator:
Janine Leake, 0413 637 888
Subject Co-ordinators:
Humanities (H): Kitty Courtney,  
0418 903 261
Languages (L): Lisa Risby, 0417 554 546
Science, Art, Music (SAM): Sue
Mulcahy, 0409 286 797
Social Science (SS): Alison Waters 
0418548352

U3A 2026 term dates
Autumn: 2 March-14 May
Winter: 9 June-13 August
Spring: 7 September-12 November

U3A Hobart

Welcome to a new year of U3A 
Hobart in our new location. 

Your committee has worked 
during the summer break to 
pack up, remove, unpack and 
rearrange all of our furnishings, 
equipment and supplies to  
the Terrapin building in the 
UTAS Social Sciences precinct 
(below Churchill Avenue), as 
indicated in the maps and 
information below. 

Also, as reported in this 
newsletter, a short summer 

entertainment program is 
planned for mid-February. This 
will provide an opportunity 
for members to get together, 
socialise and to familiarise 
themselves with the Arts Lecture 
Theatre, the Terrapin and the 
teaching rooms in the Social 
Sciences Building.

We encourage you to join in 
these activities and enjoy the 
concerts to be held at the Arts 
Lecture Theatre and the Hobart 
Town Hall.

Finding your 
way around
Confused? Many changes have 
been made to the UTAS Sandy Bay 
campus and are still in progress but  
we have maps that may help. 

There is a bus stop in  
Churchill Avenue right outside the 
Humanities building. 

The bus routes are 401: City to 
Churchill Avenue; 402U: City to Lower 
Sandy Bay (evenings & weekends); 
501: Glenorchy to University; 601: 
Howrah-Shoreline to University; and 
the 457 and 458: City to Mt Nelson 
(stops on French St/Alexander St and 
Churchill Avenue). 

Below: Voucher parking is available 
in the Student Parking Area in  
front of the Humanities Building. 
You can use easypark mobile phone 
app, area code 50029. Parking is 
also available in Clark Road,  
code 50025. Below right: bus stops 
and buildings        Maps© UTAS



A festival of music 
and song in store 
for U3A members

U3A Hobart

2

A special series of musical celebrations has been planned in 
honour of all U3A’s hard-working volunteers and is open to  
all our members.
Last Chance Musicians (LCM) Jazz Band, one of Hobart’s 
top big band ensembles, is first off the block with a concert of 
blues, New Orleans, swing, ragtime and bossa. Sandwiches and 
bubbles will be served after the performance.
11am, Tuesday 10 February, Arts Lecture Theatre

John X – on stage, radio, television
A show starring the multi-faceted John –ABC local radio 
broadcaster, producer of musical theatre producer, actor, 
singer, a co-founder/producer and board member of Hobart 
independent actor’s company, Blue Cow Theatre Inc, and artistic 
director of the Australian Musical Theatre Festival. 
11am, Thursday 12 February, Arts Lecture Theatre

Croon hits a high note the following week and last week’s 
showbiz star pops up again as a member of the big band trio of 
John X, Andrew Colrain and Colin Dean delivering songs made 
famous by Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr and 
many other legends of swing.
11am, Tuesday 17 February, Arts Lecture Theatre

Ken Chilcott brings his outstanding musical skills to the 
Hobart Town Hall to mark the 2026 Roy and Maureen Davies 
Memorial Lecture with a piano recital. This is a public event, so 
you are welcome to bring along your friends.
10.30am, Thursday 19 February, Hobart Town Hall

Committee stalwarts get new HQ in order
Memories of moving house 
were rekindled when a 
U3A Hobart working bee 
gathered in early January to 
ready part of our  
new accommodation. 

Work began at the 
Terrapin, our common room, 
part of our new HQ, along 
with a lecture theatre and 
several classrooms in the 
Humanities building.

The Terrapin has a 
kitchen, office, area for 

socialising and a classroom 
where the language 
sessions will be held.

Among the many helpers 
were Rick Rolls, our 
secretary Maria Rolls’ 
partner, who dealt efficiently 
with a variety of tasks, along 
with Peter Gee, membership 
manager Larraine 
Robinson’s spouse, who 
joined forces with committee 
member Ken Johnson to 
install the bookshelves. Rick Rolls and Ken Johnson take on the unpacking while  

Larainne Robertson and Alison Waters confront the filing
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Whitlam years 
brought to life
A highlight of our 2025 Spring program was 
a series of lectures by Henry and Margaret 
Reynolds: Remembering the Whitlam Years 
1972-75. They covered the vast range of reforms 
made by Gough Whitlam in the 1,071 days his 
government held office between December 5, 
1972 and November 11, 1975.

After nine fascinating lectures, class members 
were invited to the 50th anniversary Whitlam 
Garden Party at Margaret and Henry’s historic 
Richmond home.

Enrolments term 1 2026
Term 1 2026 enrolments open on Monday, 9 February.  You will not be able to enrol in Term 1 
classes before this date. 
Enrolment assistance 
Help will be provided at the Terrapin Building at UTAS on Monday, 9 February 2026, from 9.30 am 
to 11.30 am, and on Tuesday, 10 February from 9.30 am to 11.00 am. We will finish half an hour 
early on 10 February because the first event in our Summer Program – A celebration of all our U3A 
volunteers with the LMC Jazz Band –begins at 11am. 

Michael Tate to deliver 
Rotary peace speech
Rev Professor Michael Tate, OA, is the guest speaker at 
Sandy Bay Rotary Club’s World Peace and Understanding 
Dinner celebrating Rotary’s goal of promoting goodwill, 
peace and understanding among all people. 

Michael Tate graduated in Law from the University of 
Tasmania in 1968 and in Theology from Oxford University. 
He lectured at the University of Tasmania and became 
Dean of the Faculty of Law before 
entering politics and serving as 
Federal Minister for Justice. 

Then came ambassadorships to The 
Hague and the Holy See. In 1996 he 
returned to Australia, was ordained 
in 2000 and was appointed a parish 
priest in Hobart. 

Rev Prof Tate’s speech, entitled “A 
real politic of peace”, will reflect on how his experiences 
have informed his belief that a commitment to peace can 
be achieved in the real world.
l Monday 23 February 2026; 6pm-11pm; Royal Yacht Club 
of Tasmania, Marieville Esplanade, Sandy Bay, Tasmania 
7005. Booking: https://www.trybooking.com

Amy Sherwin will be 
back in Hobart next 
month. A statue 
of the Huonville-
born, world-renown 
soprano (23 March 1855-20 September 
1935) will be unveiled at Hadley’s Orient 
Hotel on Sunday 15 February at 11:30am.

This ceremony is the culmination of three 
days of events honouring the first Australian 
international opera diva.
l 13 February; a Town Hall reception and 
fund-raiser for the Amy Sherwin Fund which 
paid for the $200,000 statue.
l 14 February: a bus tour of the Huon’s 
sites connected with Amy and a screening 
of the 1978 ABC film Amy Sherwin: the 
Tasmanian Nightingale.
l 15 February: the unveiling. 
l Details: https://amysherwinfund.au/

Amy’s 
back in 
town
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A taste of Xmas
U3A Hobart members 
and their guests 
wound up their 2025 
spring term with 
an early Christmas 
lunch at Drysdale 
Restaurant the day 
after lectures finished 
for the year. 
   Enjoying the 
seasonal spirit 2025 
were clockwise from 
top left: Alison Waters 
with Kathy Brown and 
David Waters; Janine 
Leake and Trevor 
Slaven; Ron and 
Gwen Murray;  
Sandra Halliwell 
and Tim McDougall; 
Bronwyn Mayne, Peter 
Lynch and Michael 
Meredith; Chez Bogus 
and John Currie.
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U3A Hobart

The Annual General Meeting of the University of the  
Third Age – Hobart Inc. will be held on 12 March  
2026, at 10am in the Arts Lecture Theatre.

AGENDA
1 Confirmation of minutes of AGM held on  
21 February 2025 (See next page). 
2 President’s Report
3 Treasurer’s Report
4 Election of officers and other members 
of the committee
5 Appointment of auditor

ELECTIONS
All committee positions become vacant each year.
Officers to be elected are president, vice-president, treasurer and secretary.
A minimum of four other committee members are to be elected.
Total committee membership, including officers, may not exceed 16.

NOMINATIONS
Must be in writing and signed by proposer, seconder and nominee.
Must be received by the secretary by 5 March 2026.
Will be accepted from the floor of the meeting only if insufficient written nominations
to fill the respective vacancies have been received by the closing date.

ONLY FINANCIAL MEMBERS
Please note: only members who are financial for 2026 are eligible to be elected, to
vote, or to participate in any way in the meeting.   Maria Rolls, Secretary
Members wanting to peruse U3A’s audited financial statements before the AGM can
do so from 16 February at: https://www.u3ahobart.org.au/news/

NOMINATION FORM U3A – HOBART INC. COMMITTEE (Please print)

Position ........................................................................................................................

Nominee Name ......................................                  Signature ..................................................
    

Proposer Name ......................................                   Signature ...................................................
     

Seconder Name .....................................                   Signature ...................................................

Forward to: Secretary, U3A Hobart Inc., P.O. Box 71, Sandy Bay, 7006.U3A Hobart
UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE – HOBART INC
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NOTICE OF THE U3A HOBART  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2026



UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE – HOBART INC

MINUTES of the 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held in Theatre No 2 of the Old Commerce building at UTAS Sandy Bay campus.

Commenced at 12.10pm on 21 February. 

The President, David Waters, welcomed 50 members to the meeting.   

Apologies: Kathy Brown, Adela Morton.

Confirmation of minutes of 2024 AGM held on 21 February, distributed in a recent newsletter. 
Moved: Larainne Robertson. Seconded: Stuart Heathorn.

President’s report
David Waters reported a successful 2024 with more than 30 courses held each term. Course enrolments 
for the 2025 Autumn term are encouraging, already exceeding 800, and more than 50 new members 
have joined since the beginning of 2025. After the call for new volunteers, John Currie has agreed to take 
on the role of Treasurer, and Janine Leake has volunteered to be Academic Co-ordinator. The committee 
is delighted with these results.

David also mentioned the deaths of two U3A Hobart stalwarts and noted their significant contributions:
Carol Vincent was a long-term member of the committee, a past President and Vice-President who also 

ran a cryptic crosswords class.
Basil Sansom, distinguished anthropologist and Emeritus Professor at the University of Tasmania, was 

a leader in his chosen field and also a polymath who gave courses on a wide variety of topics including 
literature, art and history.
Moved report be accepted: David Waters. Seconded: Alison Waters.

Treasurer’s report
The  2024 audited financial statements were distributed prior to the meeting. No questions were raised.

Ches Bogus explained that it was now 20 years since the Roy and Maureen Davies bequest of around 
$300,000 was received. With investment earnings the Davies Fund had since grown to about $600,000, 
even after occasional contributions to U3A operations and purchases of equipment. It is estimated these 
contributions subsidise the cost of member subscriptions by some $15 per person annually.
Moved the Treasurer’s report be accepted: David Waters. Seconded: Margaret Reynolds.    

Agreed: WLF Accounting & Advisory to continue as auditors.

Election of office bearers
Only one nomination was received for each of the positions so the following were automatically elected.
President: David Waters
Vice-President: Kathy Brown
Treasurer: John Currie
Secretary: Maria Rolls
Newsletter editor: Bronwen Holly
Academic Co-ordinator: Janine Leake

Committee members: Tim Mc Dougall, Larainne Robertson, Neil Spark, Ken Johnson, Alison Waters, 
Stuart Heathorn, Ches Bogus and  Adela Morton.

The meeting closed at 12.30pm.

U3A Hobart
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Monday    
9.45-11.00 German Conversation Antje Fox LR 213 
10.00-11.00 Musical Escapades.      2 March-13 April  Peter Lynch LR 212 
10.00-12.30 Learn to Play Croquet  16 March-27 April Croquet Club NT 
11.15-12.30 Writing Workshop John McRae LR 212 
11.30-12.30 Travellers’ Tales                                                David Waters (conv) TH 
11.30-12.30 Basic German Antje Fox LR 213 
1.00-2.00 Italian: first steps Gianna Staples LR 212 
2.00-3.00 Italian: ancora un pó Gianna Staples LR 212 

    

Tuesday    
10.00-11.00 Short Bites  Janine Leake (conv) TH 
10.30-11.15 Learn Japanese  Margaret Anderson LR 212 
11.00-12.30 Art Appreciation at TMAG 2 March-11 May  Art Guides TMAG 
11.30-12.30 Personal and Health Matters   Janine Leake (conv) TH 
11.30-1.00 Canasta Self-directed Terr 
1.00-3.00 500 Self-directed Terr 

    
Wednesday    
10.00-11.00 The Construction of Modern Europe Peter Jones TH 
11.30-12.30 Refine your French  Elizabeth Eden LR 212 
11.30-12.30 Ching Chong China Girl – Love, life and loss 

(4 March – 1 April)  
Working Beyond Australia 
 

Helene Chung 
 
Margaret Reynolds 

TH 
 
TH 

11.30-12.30 Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton LR 213 
1.00-2.00 Retrieve your French  Elizabeth Eden LR 212 
1.00-3.00 Drawing continued Self-conducted Terr 

    

Thursday    
10.00-11.00 Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard LR 212 
10.00-11.00 Guided Spanish Conversation Sally Gill LR 213 
10.00-11.00 Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv) TH 
10.00-11.15 Mah Jong Self-directed Terr 
11.30-12.30 Great Plays Robert Jarman TH 
11.30-12.30 Spanish 101 Sally Gill LR 213 
11.30-12.30 Intermediate French  C. Moore & L. Risby LR 212 
1.00-2.00 Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR 212 
1.00-3.00 Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic Self-conducted Terr 
1.30-2.30 Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman AS 

    
 
 

 

PROGRAM SUMMARY - AUTUMN TERM 2026 
 

Monday 2 March – Thursday 14 May 
 
 

The two lecture rooms are on the second floor of the Social Sciences/Humanities 
block. Entry to the block near the Arts Lecture Theatre is at second-floor level. 
Terr = Terrapin (Common Room)      
TH = Theatre, Humanities Lecture Theatre      NT = New Town Croquet Club 2 
TMAG = Tas Museum & Art Gallery  AS = All Saints Hawker Centre   

U3A Hobart 

(14 April – 13 May)
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MONDAY 9.45am-11.00am 

MONDAY 10.00am-12.30pm 

MONDAY 10.00 am-11.00am 

 

 
MONDAY 

 

 
German Conversation Antje Fox                               Lecture Room 213 
New and continuing students with a prior knowledge of German are very welcome. The course will 
focus primarily on conversation and will include some grammatical assistance. 

 

 
Learn to Play Croquet Club members Newtown Croquet Club 
Croquet is a classic outdoor game that combines strategy, precision and social interaction. Dating 
back to the 13th century, it has evolved into a beloved sport played worldwide, and offers a unique 
blend of mental challenge and physical skill. 
The New Town Croquet Club is offering two-hour sessions with a break in the middle. All equipment 
provided. Participants will need to wear flat soled shoes & have sun protection. 
Six weeks, including Monday 16 March to Monday 27 April (with a break at Easter on 6 April), 
maximum 16 players. 
Green fees for this six-week course: $36 per person total, payable to the New Town Croquet Club. 

 

Musical Escapades: Exploring Less-travelled Pathways of Western 
Classical Music Peter Lynch Lecture Room 212 
(5 weeks – 2 March – 13 April) 

Lecture 1 Out of the Shadows: The Men behind the Women behind the Men 
When considering the many female composers whose work lives on in the canon of Western classical 
music, it can often be difficult to separate them from their male counterparts. Think, for example, of 
Clara Schumann and Robert springs to mind; of Fanny Mendelssohn, in steps Felix. In this lecture, 
we consider the individuality of women who, notwithstanding their respective relationships to perhaps 
better-known male composers, have each made their own invaluable contributions not only to music 
but to artistic endeavour more broadly. 

 
Lecture 2 Music for Peace 
Peace is a recurring theme in much of the Western classical canon. Today, perhaps more than ever, 
music can help to mend our broken world. In this lecture we explore the various ways composers, 
through the combination of poetry and music, have responded over the centuries to the atrocities of 
war and other life-changing events and their quest for both forgiveness and peace. 

Lecture 3 Bells and Whistles: What’s New? 
As the creative spirit gives way to committing pen to paper, when attempting to paint a picture, 
capture a moment or express an emotion, composers are invariably drawn to a particular instrument 
or combination thereof. In this lecture, we explore just a few examples of how both the natural and 
built environments have been depicted through melodic ingenuity and inspired instrumentation. 

Lecture 4 Music for Peace (continued) 
This week we continue our never-ending quest for peace through the power of music. 

Lecture 5 Halcyon Days: Close Encounters of the Best Kind 
In this final lecture, I’ll share just a few of the wonderful encounters I’ve had with some of Australia’s 

most celebrated performers and composers during my years as a musician. This collage includes 

PROGRAM DETAILS for AUTUMN TERM 2026 
Monday 2 March – Thursday 14 May 

(Public holidays: Monday 9 March, Easter break: 3-12 April) 
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Self Directed 

Self Directed 

MONDAY 11.15am-12.30pm 

MONDAY 11.30am-12.30pm 

MONDAY 11.30am-12.30pm 

MONDAY 1.00pm-3.00pm 

 
 

Peter Sculthorpe, Roger Woodward, Colin Brumby, Genevieve Lacey, Ronald Farren-Price, George 
Dreyfus and Elena Kats-Chernin – together with a few other surprises. 

 

 
Writing Workshop John McRae                                       Lecture Room 213 
After topics are explored in class the writing is done at home. Finished work is discussed in class, with 
constructive comments by group members and tutor in a relaxed atmosphere. 

 

 
Travellers’ Tales Convenor David Waters Theatre 
(Nine weeks: 2 March – 11 May) 

 
Travel vicariously with U3A members to an assortment of fascinating destinations. 

2 March. Janet Whelan and Stuart Heathorn – the Isle of Wight 

9 March. (Public Holiday) 

16 March. Heinz Vojacek – China; a Photographic Journey 

23 March. Steve Rank – Iceland 

30 March. Sue Jones – A trip to Sweden to look for owls 

6 April. (Easter Monday) 

13 April. Donna Kippax – Bhutan 

20 April. Erica Oakley –Scandinavia and the Baltics: culture, travel tips and impressions 

27 April. David Waters – Three towns in France: Uzès, Collioure and Albi. 

4 May. Alison Waters – Spoleto, Ravenna and the Dolomites 

11 May. David Bowker – Sailing from Africa to Rio and England 

Basic German                                               Antje Fox                        Lecture Room 213  
We hope to build on members’ existing level of German through conversation and extend their 
knowledge of vocabulary in a relaxed atmosphere. Min. class size = five 

 
 

 

Italian: the first steps (1-2 pm) Self-directed Lecture Room 212 
This is a class for beginners. You will learn vocabulary, grammar and expressions for the most 
common situations from more experienced students. This course is ideal for preparing you for a visit 
to il bel paese. 

 

Italian: ancora un pó (2-3 pm) Self-directed Lecture Room 212 
In this course you will develop more advanced skills through practising conversation, reading, using 
digital resources, extending vocabulary and making connections with grammar. The course will 
attempt to meet your needs in making you more proficient in communicating in Italian. 
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TUESDAY 10.00am-11.00am 

TUESDAY 10.30am-11.45pm 

 
TUESDAY 

 

 
Short Bites Convenor Janine Leake Theatre 
Introducing new lecturers covering a range of topics. 

 
Weeks 1 and 2 The Roswell Incident: Then and Now Frank Strk and Roger Stack 

 
The years 1947 to 1949 marked the beginning of the Cold War era and the nuclear arms race. In July 
1947 something anomalous occurred near Roswell, New Mexico. At first it was global news – even on 
the front page of The Mercury in Tasmania. It was later dismissed by the world’s media as a prosaic 
weather balloon. 
Three decades later, in the 1970s, investigative journalists questioned the official story. Today, the 
Roswell Incident has achieved almost mythic status, and continues to be a much-debated 
controversy. 
These presentations do not intend to provide definitive answers about what happened at Roswell. 
They do provide a significantly updated, big-picture historical context that helps to make sense of the 
events of July 1947 and what followed. 
We leave it to participants to come to their own conclusions as to what most likely happened – and 
what that may mean for the near future. 

 
Weeks 3 and 4 The Nature of Sex – A Biomedical Perspective Aaron Oakley 

 
Aaron is a structural biologist with a Ph.D. from the University of Melbourne and has held a several 
academic positions in Australia. This talk covers the biological definition of sex, 
primary versus secondary sex characteristics, and sex determination mechanisms. 

 
Weeks 5 and 6 Life’s Illusions Jay Garfield 

 
Lecture 1 – Both Sides Now: It’s Life’s Illusions I recall – Buddhist philosophy, demonstrating the 
extent of illusion in our lives through Joni Mitchell 

 
Lecture 2 – How to be a Person without a Self: a deeper dive into a specific illusion, the illusion that 
we are selves, and about the power of overcoming that illusion. 

 
Weeks 7 and 8 Portraiture Penny Carey-Wells 

 
In light of the recent Portrait Artist of the Year programs on ABC and UK’s Sky Arts, let’s talk about 
the fascinating resurgence of portrait painting in this time of Instagram, selfies and identify theft. 

 
Weeks 9 and 10 Artificial Intelligence Dr Soonja Yeom 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is the development of computer systems that can perform tasks requiring 
human intelligence, such as learning, reasoning, problem-solving, perception and language 
understanding, by processing data and recognizing patterns to act autonomously or assist humans. 
These presentations will cover current and emerging issues, including ethics and how they apply to 
academic learning. 

 

 
Learn Japanese Margaret Anderson.                            Lecture Room 212 

 
The course is aimed at prospective travellers to Japan but is also suitable for beginners. You will learn 
some basic Japanese scripts – hiragana/ katakana – about train travel within and outside cities, 
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U3A Hobart 

TUESDAY 11.00am-12.30pm 

TUESDAY 11.30am-12.30pm 

TUESDAY 11.30am-1.00pm 

TUESDAY 1.00pm-3.00pm 

 
 

including train etiquette, favourite tourist locations and out-of-the-way destinations, how to ask and 
respond to simple questions and about food and eating in Japan. 

 

 
Art Appreciation at TMAG TMAG Art Guides TMAG 

 
This 10-week course at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery is facilitated by TMAG’s volunteer art 
guides. 
This course will attract students from U3A Hobart, U3A Clarence andU3A Kingborough, with a total of 
15 students in all – five from each U3A. Enrolments will be accepted on a first-in basis with priority 
given to members who have not previously participated. 
Day and time: Tuesdays, 11.00am-12.30pm 
Term dates: 3 March-12 May 2026 
Location: Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Dunn Place, Hobart 
This course combines practical and theoretical accessible sessions intended to equip newcomers and 
more practised artists, through their art-making, to improve their understanding of the diverse ways art 
can work. 
The course is designed to develop a more informed and sensitive appreciation of exhibitions at TMAG 
and elsewhere. 
Further course information will be sent to participants before the course begins. 

 

 
Personal and Health Matters Convenor Janine Leake Theatre 

This course covers current health matters from a health, scientific and legal perspective. 

3 March Stave off dementia. Live a healthy life. Age well. Paul McIntyre 
Paul McIntyre is an author and playwright who spent 28 years at the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation as a presenter for radio and TV, radio and online producer. In his book, Use it or Lose It, 
he sorts the fact from the fiction and reveals the practical measures we can all take to keep our body 
in good shape and our brain sharp and alert. 

 
10 March Enduring Power of Attorney and Guardianship Jennifer Mason-Cox 
This talk covers Advance Care Directives (ACDs) and Enduring Guardianships and how you can set 
up these for yourself. More details will be provided at enrolment time. 

More lectures on these topics are being organised and details will be posted on the U3A Hobart 
website. 

 

 
Canasta Self-directed Terrapin 

This will be self-directed for enthusiasts and brave beginners. It will be fun and you'll probably end up 
being addicted to the game. 

 

 
500 Self-directed Terrapin 

 
500 is a popular social card game, usually for four players. This will be a self-directed class for 
enthusiasts and brave beginners Come along and have fun! 
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Working Beyond Australia 

U3A Hobart 

Refine Your French Elizabeth Eden Lecture Room 1 
This course is for those whose previous language study and/or experience enables them to 
participate in lively conversation in everyday French in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. Topics 
include aspects of France and its culture, history, literature and modern life. The class is conducted in 
U3A Hobart 5 Autumn Term 2026 

the AABuCs. tralian Broadcasting 

Working Beyond Australia Working Beyond Australia 

Background to current world situations 

Helene Cheung 

Beijing 

WEDNESDAY 10.00am-11.00am 

WEDNESDAY 11.30am-12.30pm 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 

 
The Construction of Modern Europe Peter Jones Theatre 

Peter will again provide us with insights into some of the many critical events happening in the world. 
Further details will be provided in the enrolment information. 

 

 
Behind the News for Grown-Ups Adela Morton                Lecture Room 213 

Is celebrity culture not your idea of a satisfying news diet? Take a weekly look at Tasmanian, national 
and international affairs. Have your say and listen to others on what matters today. 

 

Ching Chong China Girl: Love, Life and Loss 
(Five weeks: 4 March – 1 April) 

Helene Chung Theatre 

 
Chinese Australian-born journalist, Helene Chung (He-LANE CHUNG as in HUNG), who grew up in 
an unconventional family in 1950s Anglo-Celtic Hobart, led the way to a more egalitarian Australia as 
its first non-white TV reporter and, as Beijing correspondent, the first female posted abroad by the 
ABC.  

 
4 March Lecture 1 
Two Unconventional Tasmanian Chinese: Xinhui farmer’s son: my father, Charles, fruit merchant-
restaurateur to artist-in-retirement, 1920-2018. Taishantin miner’s daughter: my mother, Dorothy, 
nonconformist divorcée to devout Catholic, 1925-2020. 

 
11 March Lecture 2 
China: Old Communism to New Capitalism: Emperor Chin (aka Qin) and the 1980s to today 
This session concentrates on the dramatic Deng Xiaoping’s Chinese Communist Party reforms of the 
1980s to today, but backgrounds China’s imperial origins with Emperor Qin and his Entombed 
Warriors/Terracotta Army. 

 
18 March Lecture 3 
Searching for my Roots: A wild Dragon chase: 1984 – 2017 

 
25 March Lecture 4 
Death and Dying, Grief and Ritual: China and Australia 

 

1 April Lecture 5 
No Knife on my Silk Road: Xian to Kashgar, 2019 

 
Working Beyond Australia 
(Five weeks: 15 April – 13 May 

 
 

 
Margaret Reynolds Theatre 

 
Margaret Reynolds was an ALP Senator for Queensland from 1983 to 1999, and held various ministerial 
portfolios in the Hawke government. This course will cover such topics as The International Human Rights 
Agenda, women’s rights, Indigenous rights and Australia’s role in stabilising global politics. 

 
 

Refine Your French Elizabeth Eden                             Lecture Room 212 

This course is for those whose previous language study and/or experience enables them to 
participate in lively conversation in everyday French in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. Topics 
include aspects of France and its culture, history, literature and modern life. The class is conducted in 
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WEDNESDAY 1.00pm-2.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 1.00pm-3.00pm 

THURSDAY 10.00am-11.00am 

THURSDAY 10.00am-11.15am 

THURSDAY 10.00am-11.00am 

 
French, so a solid foundation in the language is required. With effective communication a priority, 
correct pronunciation and various elements of grammar are addressed as the need arises. Preference 
in enrolment is given to continuing class members. 

 

 
Retrieve Your French Elizabeth Eden.           Lecture Room 212 

 
This is a continuing course but structured to accommodate new class members. The emphasis is on 
reading and pronunciation, to enable confident conversation. 

 

 
Drawing (continued) Jane Monaghan Terrapin 

 
This is a continuation class for those with some drawing experience. Leadership/co-ordination in the 
group is shared by members, who take it in turns to choose the weekly tasks, sessions and activities. 

 
THURSDAY 

 

 
Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard                     Lecture Room 212 

 
These sessions are designed for those with a good knowledge of French. The course provides an 
opportunity for discussion of a variety of topics, according to the needs and interests of the group. 

 
Guided Spanish Conversation Level A1-B1 Sally Gill                   Lecture Room 213 

 
The course will provide Spanish conversation practice in an interactive, inclusive and relaxed 
environment, to help participants improve vocabulary and fluency and gain confidence in general 
speaking skills. Each class will have a theme/topic to encourage dialogue and exchange. 

 

 
Mah Jong Self-conducted Terrapin 

 
Mah Jong can be played in different ways. In this class we learn how it is played in China. 

 

 
Kaleidoscope Convenor Kathy Brown Theatre 

 
March 5: Commander Joanne Stolp 
Beyond the Badge: How Policing is Changing 

 
Police work is a mainstay of media content, which is how most of know about what the police do. But 
there is a lot more to the work of this agency, much of which happens behind the scenes. Tasmania’s 
Commander of Community Engagement, Jo Stolp, will give us an insight into how policing has 
changed, including the representation of women and the influence of technology. 
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March 12: Cassandra Pybus 
How can Tasmanians help to progress much-needed healing and Truth Telling to achieve a 
just future for our Indigenous communities? 
The Uluru Statement from the Heart (2017) was an invitation from First Nations people to all 
Australians calling for substantive reform to achieve Indigenous rights and a more just future. There 
were three elements: a Voice to Parliament, an agreement-making treaty and truth telling about 
history. Join the historian and writer in discussing the broader Tasmanian community’s responsibility 
in understanding what truth telling is and how we can take this forward. 

 
March 19: Professor Jeff Malpas 
What is the Nature of our Time? An Orwellian Tale from a Tasmanian Perspective 
Professor Jeff Malpas offers a philosophical journey looking at how technological changes, including 
AI ethics and increasing monetisation, have impacted how we live today across space and place. 
How does the destruction of value affect our connectivity, social and economic systems, institutional 
governance models, and democracy? 

March 26: Dr Maddie Brasier and Dr Virginia Andrews-Goff 
Know Your Whales: the science of whale-spotting in Tasmanian waters 
Maddie and Virginia, research scientists with the Australian Antarctic Division's Southern Ocean 
ecosystem program, will share their passion for the study and conservation of whales. After giving an 
overview of the movements and behaviour of Australia's two humpback whale populations, they will 
focus on those found in Tasmanian waters and explain the idea of the Tasmanian Fluke Project. 

 
April 2: Kathy Gatenby 
Maria Island: How people shape places and places shape people 
Kathy’s presentation will review the changing landscape of Maria Island, from the pre-European 
period to today. She will examine the impact the island had on the lives of the people who lived there, 
sharing both her personal experience and her research on others who called Maria Island home. 

 
April 9: Easter 

 
April 16: Steve Rank 
The Path less Travelled: A personal journey to some of Europe’s lesser-known museums and 
historical sites 
Europe has a vast array of impressive museums and historical locations. This is a personal 
journey to some of the less prominent and at times downright quirky museums and historical 
areas that Steve found intriguing and surprising. The whistle-stop trip will take you from the 
Balkans through Central Europe and to the cooler climes of Scandinavia and Iceland. 

 
April 23: Henry Reynolds 
Looking from the North 
Henry will discuss his recent book, Looking from the North, which explores colonisation north of the 
Tropic of Capricorn. The book tells the stories of the European, Chinese, Japanese and Pacific 
Islander people who were vital to the settlement of the North. Along with the experience of First 
Nations peoples, from employment on stations and as native police to the land rights and homelands 
movements, the book shows how the colonisation of the North, officially beginning in 1861, was a 
very different venture to settlement in the South. Arguably, this provides profoundly important lessons 
for the world we live in today. 

 
April 30: Alan Carter 
The Mirror Crack'd – How crime fiction is used to hold up a mirror to society. A Tasmanian 
Case Study, Prize Catch 

Award-winning Tasmania-based crime writer Alan Carter unpacks his recent locally-set crime novel, 
Prize Catch, to show the process of constructing a narrative that aims to entertain, interrogate, and 
inform. 
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THURSDAY 11.30am-12.30pm 

THURSDAY 1.00pm-2.00pm 

THURSDAY 1.30pm-2.30pm 

THURSDAY 1.00pm-3.00pm 

 

 
 

May 7: Hamish Maxwell-Stewart 
What was Killing Babies in Hobart Town? Tasmanian Infant Mortality 1838-1919 
Dr Maxwell-Stewart uses state of the art digital resources to map infant mortality in Hobart between 
1847 and 1919. Although it might be thought that New World environments were healthier than those 
encountered in industrialising Britain, the data for Tasmania suggests otherwise. Hobart’s infant 
mortality rate was equivalent to similar-sized UK towns in the mid-19th century and remained 
stubbornly high before gradually falling in the first two decades of the 20th century. The talk will 
conclude by comparing differences in infant mortality patterns in Hobart with those for European 
towns. 

 
May 14: Lord Mayor Cr Anna Reynolds 
Key and Current Issues Impacting Hobart 
This session will canvass topics the Lord Mayor wants to discuss, including current issues impacting 
Hobart. It would also be interesting to hear Anna's views on council’s role with the stadium now it has 
planning approval via Parliament. 

 

 
Great Plays Robert Jarman Theatre 

Drawing on 50 years of reading, directing and acting in plays, Robert’s selection of great plays will 
include plays you know and some you probably don't, from the earliest to the most recent. A 
celebration of the art of the stage, and the mirror it holds up to the world. 

 
Spanish 101 (continued) Level A1-A2 Sally Gill Lecture Room 213 

 
Improve your Spanish language grammar and communication skills for personal development or 
travel with this elementary course in Castellano. The grammar, vocabulary and expressions taught 
will focus on facilitating communication in everyday situations. This is a continuing class, not an 
introductory course. 

 
Intermediate French (formerly French Conversation) C. Moore & L. Risby Lecture Room 212 

 
This course will build on students’ existing level of French through readings and conversation. It aims 
to extend their knowledge of vocabulary and French culture in a relaxed environment. 

 

 
Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy           Lecture Room 212 
Come and join a dedicated group of those who love poetry and believe it can only be fully appreciated 
when read aloud. Everyone is welcome. Just bring your favourite poems. 

 

 
Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman All Saints 
“Once more unto the breach, dear friends!” The group will study Henry V, Shakespeare’s most 
searching war play. Rhetoric meets reality, high politics abut low comedy and idealistic action 
confronts consequences. Newcomers are welcome; everyone should bring their own copy of the play. 

 

 
Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic Self-conducted Terrapin 

 
Come and join us for companionship while doing our own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere. 
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I / We apply to join or re-join U3A Hobart Inc., and in doing so accept that the information provided above may be 
used by U3A Hobart Inc. for U3A purposes only. 
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Post to: Membership Secretary, PO Box 71, Sandy Bay, TAS. 7006 
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Monday 
9.45-11.00 German Conversation Antje Fox LR 213 

10.00-11.00 Musical Escapades. 2 March-13 April Peter Lynch LR 212 

10.00-12.30 Learn to Play Croquet 16 March-27 April Croquet Club NT 

11.15-12.30 Writing Workshop John McRae LR 212 

11.30-12.30 Travellers’ Tales David Waters (conv) TH 

11.30-12.30 Basic German Antje Fox LR 213 

1.00-2.00 Italian: first steps Gianna Staples LR 212 

2.00-3.00 Italian: ancora un pó Gianna Staples LR 212 

Tuesday 
10.00-11.00 Short Bites Janine Leake (conv) TH 

10.30-11.15 Learn Japanese Margaret Anderson LR 212 

11.00-12.30 Art Appreciation at TMAG 2 March-11 May Art Guides TMAG 

11.30-12.30 Personal and Health Matters Janine Leake (conv) TH 

11.30-1.00 Canasta Self-directed Terr 

1.00-3.00 500 Self-directed Terr 

Wednesday 
10.00-11.00 The Construction of Modern Europe Peter Jones TH 

11.30-12.30 Refine your French Elizabeth Eden LR 212 

11.30-12.30 Ching Chong China Girl – Love, life and loss 
(4 March – 1 April) 
Working Beyond Australia 

Helene Chung  

Margaret Reynolds 

TH  

TH

11.30-12.30 Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton LR 213 

1.00-2.00 Retrieve your French Elizabeth Eden LR 212 

1.00-3.00 Drawing continued Self-conducted Terr 

Thursday 
10.00-11.00 Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard LR 212 

10.00-11.00 Guided Spanish Conversation Sally Gill LR 213 

10.00-11.00 Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv) TH 

10.00-11.15 Mah Jong Self-directed Terr 

The two lecture rooms are on the second floor of the Social Sciences/Humanities 
block. Entry to the block near the Arts Lecture Theatre is at second-floor level.
Terr = Terrapin (Common Room)

TH = Theatre, Humanities Lecture Theatre NT = New Town Croquet Club 2
TMAG = Tas Museum & Art AS = All Saints Hawker 

U3A Hobart

              ENROLMENT FORM  AUTUMN TERM 2026   
          Monday 2 March – Thursday 14 May  Enrolments open: Monday 9 February (separate form for each member)

                 Post to: ENROLMENT SECRE HOBART INC. PO BOX 71, SANDY BAY 7006

Surname ...............................................................       First name ..............................................
 

Phone ..................................................   Email  ......................................................................

(14 April – 13 May)


