
Long-term U3A Hobart member, 
Ken Chilcott, will celebrate the lives 
and work of Roy and Maureen 
Davis with a piano recital to observe 
the couple’s 2026 memorial lecture 
in February. 

This is a public event, so you may 
wish to bring along your friends.

Ken started playing piano at the 
age of three, working out tunes 
he had heard on the radio. In his 
teens he played with the TSO under 
conductors Thomas Matthews and 
Patrick Thomas and later became 

accompanist to the Hobart Orpheus 
Choir, then its conductor.

His first lecture to U3A was in  
2011, followed by several 
Kaleidoscope lectures and a “Meet 
the Musicians” series. 

His Roy and Maureen Davies 
Memorial Lecture for 2021 was 
an outstanding success and the 
rest is history. Ken presented 
performances in 2022 and 2023.
Venue: Hobart Town Hall;  
Time: 10:30am; Date: Thursday, 
19 February 2026.
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Virtuoso: Ken at Hobart’s Town Hall



U3A Hobart

2

Refugee plight in SA examined
For those interested in the topic of refugees in 
Australia, this talk builds on Peter Jones’ recently 
completed series about refugees in Tasmania. 

Margaret Gunn recently returned here after nearly 
three decades in South Australia where she worked 
with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. She 
will present a talk on immigration detention and the 
book, A Cry Went Up in the Desert, which she edited. 

It includes a series of letters she received from Rev 
Dr Tom Atherton (1937-2020), a United Protestant 
minister, detailing his attempts to help refugees at 
the Woomera Detention Centre in 1999.

Rev Atherton and the local Catholic priest asked 
the Minister for Immigration, Philip Ruddock, for  
air-conditioning in the huts housing families from 
Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

In response Ruddock led an onslaught of abuse 
at Tom. By April 2000, nearly 1,500 people were 
crammed into a facility with no air-conditioning, three 
washing machines and five toilets. In 2002, a UN 
Human Rights officer described it as “inhuman and 
degrading”. The centre was closed in 2003.
Date: 10am, 5 November 2025. Location: Old 
Commerce Building Lecture Theatre. 

It’s time for our Christmas 
Lunch 2025.
Venue: Drysdale Restaurant, 
59 Collins Street, Hobart. 
Date: 14 November 2025.
Time: 12.00 noon. 
Cost: $52 per person – 
includes a three-course 
menu, a drink on arrival, 
and tea or coffee at the 
end of the meal. Additional 
drinks from the bar (credit 
card payments only). 
Limit: 70 people.
Further details, including 
payment options, will  
be emailed to all  
members shortly. 

Setting the scene for  
our first term in 2026

Top left: 
The Arts 
Theatre 
entrance;  
left: 
location of  
parking, 
the Arts 
Theatre 
and the 
Terrapin 
behind 
it and 
right: the 
Terrapin

Negotiations with UTAS about 
our move to the Lower Campus 
are well underway. The plan 
is to move our equipment and 
furnishings from the annexe in the 
week beginning 17 November.

While the university will provide 
assistance with the move, it is 
likely we will need volunteers to 
help with packing. We hope to 
offer one or two events at the 
new premises early in 2026, 

before the beginning of term, to 
allow members to experience the 
new venue. The Google Maps 
screenshot below indicates the 
locations of the Terrapin and the 
Arts Lecture Theatre. 

Voucher parking will be available 
in the area in front of the School of 
Humanities building, and in Clark 
Road, adjacent to the Hutchins 
School oval. Clark Road is one-
way and must be approached via 
Grosvenor Crescent or Earl Street.

President’s report
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Two sides to power games
Theory and practice were 
minor themes of this term’s 
Kaleidoscope, applied to 
the topical issue of minority 
governments in Tasmania 
and the increasing threat of 
authoritarianism. 

Conventional wisdom tends 
to view governments without 
a parliamentary majority as 
ineffective and unstable. The 
facts tell a different story, as Dr 
Mike Lester explained.

 His talk centered on his PhD 
thesis, Strategies for Minority 
Government Formation: Legacies 
and learning in Australia, which 
analyses the political legacies 
of past minority governments 
and how these legacies shape 
future strategies for effective 
government in hung parliaments.

Power-sharing parliaments 
have recently become more 
common in other states and tend 
to be reformist. Dr Lester gave 
us insights into the theory and 
practice of how power-sharing 
governments are formed and 
argued trust was a key element. 

The following week we heard 

from former Tasmanian Labor 
premier, Lara Giddings, who led 
a power-sharing government that 
included Greens ministers Cassy 
O’Connor and Nick McKim. She 
described her government’s little-
known or promoted successes 
and pointed out her government 

had to make tough financial 
decisions in the wake of the 2007-
2009 global financial crisis yet the 
state was in better financial shape 
in 2014 when there was a change 
of government than it is today. 

Further afield, U3A members 
Les Compton and Steve 
Rank joined forces to confront 
authoritarianism in theory and 
practice. Mr Compton gave us 
an overview of the theory of 
authoritarianism and Mr Rank 
described his life in Poland and 
Türkiye, both of which are drifting 
away from democracy. 

Other Kaleidoscope 
presentations included an insight 
into the psychology of investing 
money, the person behind the 
artistic genius, Vincent Van  
Gogh, who wasn’t his brother as 
many people believe, and the 
future of TMAG.

There will be another varied and 
interesting Kaleidoscope program 
next year. There’s a saying that 
everyone has a story. If you  
think you would like to share 
yours, talk to Kaleidoscope 
director, Kathy Brown. 

Government insights: Kathy Brown with 
lecturer and political expert, Mike Lester

Membership fee changes
The membership fee for U3A Hobart in 2026 will 
increase to $85.

We understand any change to a membership 
fee is something we all notice and we work hard to 
minimise the financial impact on you. 

As a dedicated, not-for-profit voluntary 
organisation, however, we need to ensure we can 
cover our essential running costs—such as rent, 
electricity, and cleaning—and keep our wonderful 
programs operating smoothly.

While this adjustment is necessary to help us 
manage rising operational costs, it also allows us 
to invest back into your membership by offering two 
significant benefits:

1. We’re delighted to confirm we will continue to 
offer morning tea free of charge.

2. You will no longer be asked to donate cash for 
our wonderful tutors each term, U3A Hobart will 
cover this expense. 

We believe these changes represent great  
value while helping to secure the quality of our 
programs. Thank you for being such a valued 
part of our community, we deeply appreciate your 
continued support.
l You can renew your membership for 2026 at the 
beginning of November and members can do so 
through the website. Payments may also be made 
by a deposit into the U3A Hobart bank account. 
Please ensure you include your name with your 
payment. CBA Bank details: BSB 067 002, account 
no. 1047 7074, account name U3A Hobart. For 
a bank transfer please put your full name on the 
transfer and ensure the BSB and account number 
match the details above.
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U3A members have been invited to 
a free lecture on climate change by 
one of the world’s foremost experts 
on wild fires. 

Professor David Bowman, Director 
of the Fire Centre at the University 
of Tasmania and an Australian 
Research Council Laureate Fellow, 
will share ground-breaking research 
and practical insights on fire 
ecology, and risk management  at 
the Geology Lecture Theatre, UTAS 
Sandy Bay campus on 2 November.

“In a Warming World: How Do We 
Coexist with Fire?” will explore the 
science, policy, and cultural shifts 
needed to live safely with fire in a 
rapidly changing climate. The Royal 
Society of Tasmania has offered a 
free pass to U3A members because 
it believes this important topic 
deserves a wide audience. It is also 
open to the public  – $7 at the door.

Pre-lecture drinks are at 3:30pm 
and the lecture begins at 4pm. 

In conference: 
committee imembers 
prepare to discuss 
the new U3A HQ, 
from left, U3A’s 
John Currie, Ches 
Bogus, Janine Leake, 
Bronwen Holly, Stuart 
Heathorn, Larainne 
Robertson, Tim 
McDougall, Kathy 
Brown, Neil Spark, 
Adela Morton, David 
Waters and Maria 
Rolls. Absent: Ken 
Johnson and Alison 
Waters (behind  
the camera)

Forget flamingos and hedgehogs: 
Sandy Bay Croquet Club holds 
a “come and try” day on Friday 
mornings for novices without the 
nerve-wracking presence of the  
Red Queen. 

Its Taste of Croquet package– 
a golf croquet session plus five 
subsequent visits – costs $30 and 
club secretary, Alicia Groves, says 
golf croquet is easy to learn and 
very social. Search out your flat, 

soft-soled shoes (e.g. joggers) 
and prebook your package with 
Alicia at sandybaycroquetclub@
gmail.com.

If you enjoy your games, you 
can apply to join the club which 
offers play sessions and some 
coaching clinics. Newbies are 
advised to come along to its 
popular Monday 10am gathering, 
meet some members and join in a 
game or arrange a future match.

Two forms of the game are 
played at Sandy Bay Croquet 
Club, golf croquet, and 
association. If you are feeling 
adventurous, you could try 
association croquet, which is far 
more complex to learn and new 
players will require coaching.
l More information is available 
on the club’s website: https://
croquettas.com/venues/sandy-
bay-croquet-club

Anyone for croquet?

Not a pink bird in sight: Sandy Bay Croquet Club members, above, play both golf croquet and the more difficult association type

Free talk on fire risks

Below: Chris Palmer-and 
Donna Kippax compare notes 
on their phones

Around the U3A campus

Above: Peter Smithies, Gwen Murray, 
Miranda Morris, Ron Murray and Rob 
Close chat outside the Annexe
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Hobart’s past on show

The Libraries Tasmania 
archives host a vast array of 
old photographs. Here are a 
few. https://librariestas.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/
client/en_AU/tas/search/results?qu=photographs

Clockwise from top: a group of 
wharfies having a pint, Hobart 
wharves (c1900s). The national 
Waterside Workers’ Federation 
was registered in 1902. 

Beach scene, Sandy 
Bay, Tasmania c1900s, 
(photographer: Cecil Percy 
Ray, (1890-1974), whose 
pictures featured in the 
Tasmanian Mail, Weekly 
Courier and The Mercury). 

Cartela finishing the Hobart 
ferry race on Christmas 
Day (photographer: James 
Chandler). 

Horse riding, Tasmania c1900s, 
(C.P. Ray). 

Above: flooded street scene in the docks’ Hunter Street area with an elephant pulling a 
cart. The photograph is undated. A website comment suggests the pachyderm may be 
Princess Alice (D.1941) or another female simply named Alice (D.1957), both owned by 
Wirth Brothers’ Circus. Wirth’s visited Tasmania a number of times


