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U3A Hobart, its classrooms and offices, will 
move to an alternative, on-campus site  
next year to make way for the university’s 
planned refurbishment and reuse of the Old 
Commerce Building. 
   The U3A Hobart committee has held lengthy 
talks on the issue with university officials. Last 
year, the university told U3A Hobart it planned to 
re-purpose the Old Commerce Building and 
would move U3A to other facilities. At that time 
UTas representatives indicated they would 
prefer the move to be scheduled for the  
August/ September break to permit major 
alterations to our current theatre  

 
 
 
 

and it might not be available for the Spring term. However, 
at a site meeting on 28 July we were told these alterations 
could be delayed until after the end of the year. 
   Accordingly, we will remain in our current accommodation 
for the remainder of 2025 but the kitchen area in Old 
Commerce will be unavailable in the Spring term, so 
morning tea will be provided in the Annexe.   
   In late June this year, U3A Hobart committee members 
inspected the proposed new sites on the lower campus  
and agreed – with some caveats – that they should  
suit our needs. 
   Our office, common room, kitchen, and possibly some 
small teaching spaces, would be housed in the Terrapin 
building behind the Social Sciences building (see map),  
and the Arts Lecture Theatre nearby, and on the same  
level, would be our main theatre. It is considerably larger 
and more attractive than the Old Commerce Theatre. 
   We would also be given the use of two classrooms on 
level two of the Social Sciences Building. These are good-
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We’re on the move – our U3A  
will soon have a new home

President’s report

All change: U3A Hobart members will have a new headquarters and 
classrooms in 2026. Top: the Old Commerce Building and Annexe on the 
left. The proposed new U3A Hobart buildings on the right. Below, the  
Arts Lecture Theatre. Source: University of Tasmania

quality rooms and, although not on the same 
level as the Terrapin and the theatre, there is 
a lift to level two and to good toilet facilities. 
   However, the provision of adequate 
parking remains a major concern and we are 
negotiating with the University on this matter. 
 
David Waters  davidwaters41@gmail.com 
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Goodbye to all that? Snow fell in 
Hobart to sea level on July 25, 
1986, the biggest fall in the city 
since 1921. 
   The proof? This photo shows 
the intersection of Collins and 
Campbell Streets, looking north 
from City Hall corner. 
   The Royal Hobart Hospital 
nurses’ accommodation block 
and other hospital buildings are 
on the left, later demolished to 
make way for the RHH’s  
K block. The big red building in 
background is mostly still there 
on top side of Liverpool Street. 
   Thanks to Alison Waters, Jenni 
Connor and John Thompson for 
pinning down the location. 
© Pulse FM Hobart, The Mercury 
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Spring enrolments open: 12 August 20Colour it Spring: South Hobart’s secret daffodil field, taken on 16 
August 2021. Photograph © katypotaty77 (Katy Morgan), Pulse 
Tasmania

Free online course on climate know-how
Building on its global reputation as a leader in 
climate action, the University of Tasmania has 
launched a free online course (MOOC) on climate 
action that is open to everyone. 
   More than 45 experts developed the material 
which provides science-backed insights into climate 
change and its global effects. Participants will learn 
how to support net-zero goals and make climate-
smart decisions. The 20-hour course is designed for 
flexible learning and suits learners from senior 
secondary students to sustainability professionals.    
   Dr Ed Doddridge, a physical oceanographer from 

the Australian Antarctic Program Partnership at the 
University’s Institute for Marine and Antarctic  
Studies, hosts sections of the short course. 
   “This is for anyone who wants to understand the 
climate story more deeply and be part of the  
solution,” Dr Doddridge said. 
 
* Learn more: https://www.utas.edu.au/about/news-
and-stories/articles/2025/free-climate-change-cours
e-offers-tools-for-real-world-action and The Climate 
Shift: Exploring Science, Empowering Action    
Enrol now: www.utas.edu.au/climate-mooc 

U3A Hobart 
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We get the inside story: a 2025 
fight for survival in Savage River
When Kaleidoscope co-ordinator Kathy Brown 
signed up Dr Jorian Kippax, she had no idea he’d  
be telling the story of Tasmania’s most recent 
dramatic wilderness rescue. He told her he could 
describe his work as Ambulance Tasmania’s 
retrieval co-ordinator, trauma specialist and 
wilderness rescuer – and that’s what they agreed 
he’d talk about on 26 June. 
   Between then and the date the talk was given, Dr 
Kippax took part in an incredible wilderness rescue. 
Kaleidoscope’s audience on 26 June was treated to 
an inside account of the 20-hour rescue of a 
Lithuanian man, 65-year-old Valdas Bieliauskas.* 
   Mr Bieliauskas joined a white-water rafting trip on 
the Franklin River with a group of friends in 
November last year. While moving between 
boulders, he slipped and his leg became wedged in 
a narrow gap between rocks, leaving him trapped 
chest-deep in fast-flowing icy water.     
   The circumstances couldn’t have been more 
challenging. Efforts to free him involved police, 
paramedics, doctors and specialist swift-water 
rescue teams. But, despite their best efforts for 
more than 20 hours, they could not move him.  
   His condition deteriorated and the medical team 
agreed the only way to save his life was to 
amputate his trapped leg. Dr Kippax performed the 
procedure in the most challenging conditions: in 
freezing, torrential water with improvised equipment.     
   He emphasised the rescue was a team effort and 

praised the skills of his 
helpers; each synchronising 
their tasks with the needs of 
fellow team members. 
   U3A member Dani Simpson 
alerted Hobart’s Lithuanian 
community who supported Mr 
Bieliauskas in hospital. In an 
emotional moment, Dani and 
Dr Kippax thanked each other 
for their actions. 
   The President of Lithuania, 
Gitanas Nausėda, bestowed 
his country’s highest award on 
Dr Kippax in July. 
 
*Australian Story told the tale 
on 30 June and 3 July, see 
ABC iView.  

Team effort: Dr Kippax, 
above, praised his experts 
at the accident site and 
his hospital support staff 
in Hobart, below

U3A Hobart’s digital archives date from 
2013 and since then we have been 
blessed by many wonderful courses 
offered by dedicated tutors, some of 
whom are no longer with us. 
   In particular, three extraordinary 
contributors were Professors Peter Boyce, 
Basil Sansom and Peter Standish. Some 
of the very many entertaining 
presentations include: Peter Boyce: A 
Critique of Australian Foreign Policy; 
History of Multilateral Diplomacy; World 
War I: Causes and Consequences. Basil 
Sansom: New World Down Under: 

Past stalwarts of our lecture theatre
Emerging Australia; Enthusiasm, 
Invocation, Witchcraft & Jihad, Books That 
Changed the World. Peter Standish: The 
European Union – Present and Future; 
Mary Magdalen: Myth, Mystery; Meaning in 
French Art; Bach, Botticelli & the Bicycle. 
Dr Standish worked at Australian National 
University before joining UTas as 
accountancy professor. 
 
From left: Emeritus Professor Basil Sansom (top left), 
was an anthropologist who devoted  his life to 
Aboriginal land and sea rights. 
Emeritus Professor Peter Boyce AO (below left) was 
Murdoch University’s longest-serving vice-chancellor 
who later became a UTas Adjunct Professor in Politics.Ph

ot
og

ra
ph

 ©
 M

ur
do

ch
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity



4

These open on Monday, 11 August – just a 
friendly reminder that you can’t enrol in 
classes before this date. Once you 
successfully enrol in a class, you will receive 
an automatic email confirming your place.  
   If the class you want to join is full, we’ll notify 
you by email that your name has been placed 
on the waitlist.  
   We appreciate your patience and ask that 
you do not attend the class while on the 
waitlist. If a place becomes available, and you 
are next in line, we will email you.   
   Enrolment assistance will be provided at the 
Annexe on Monday, August 11, and Tuesday, 
August 12, 2025, from 9.30am to 11.30am. 

We are looking for new tutors for 2026 to help us 
continue providing an exciting, diverse program for  
our members.  
   You don’t need a teaching degree or a lecturing 
background; just a passion or a strong interest in a 
subject you think others may be interested in.  
   Some tutors run 10-week courses, others prefer two to 
five weeks or a one-off presentation. 
   If you're interested, or know of someone who may be, 
or would like more information, please contact our 
Program Co-ordinator, Janine Leake at  
academic.program@u3ahobart.org.au.  
 
Volunteers wanted 
Volunteers are the backbone of U3A Hobart. There  
are no paid positions, we function solely through  
the efforts of our volunteers who generously give  
their time to developing and running our programs and 
day-to-day activities.  
   This enables us to provide a quality program for  
all members and keep our subscription fees low.  

A new study is being launched in Hobart into Type 2 
diabetic patients at risk of cardiac complications, 
and the call has gone out for 
volunteers.   
   The aim is to identify the early 
stages of cardiac problems 
caused by type two diabetes and 
how best to improve patients' 
heart function and sugar control. 
   To be eligible you must have 
Type 2 diabetes and be aged 
over 65.  
   Type two diabetes can lead to a 
risk of heart muscle damage 
which, if left unchecked, can sometimes cause heart 
failure. 
   In an Australian first, volunteers  
will initially be screened by an AI-driven 
electrocardiogram machine to assess volunteers’ 

risk of heart complications. This will be followed by 
more conventional machine testing. Those accepted 

for the randomised controlled 
research project will then be 
prescribed exercise and  
medical treatment by the 
research team, led by Prof Tom 
Marwick of the University of 
Tasmania’s Menzies Institute for 
Medical Research.  
The CD-AIM trial is funded by: 
the National Health & Medical 
Research Council; Baker  
Heart and Diabetes Institute;  

and the University of Tasmania. 
   For more information  
about this study, contact Research Nurse, Kristyn 
Whitmore, on 6226 4235, or 
cvimagingresearchteam@utas.edu.au.  

Help needed for landmark research

How about joining our 
lecturers and tutors?

Spring enrolments

U3A Hobart 

Term talk

If you can help, please contact us at 
membership@u3ahobart.org.au. 

Save the date! 
The U3A Hobart Christmas 

Lunch will be held at 
Drysdale House on Friday 14 
November. More details later
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Monday    
9.45-11.00 German Conversation Antje Fox BR 
10.00-11.00 Introduction to the New Testament                  

22 September-20 October  
David Clarke TH 

10.00-12.30 Learn to Play Croquet  8 September-13 October  NT 
11.15-12.30 Writing Workshop John McRae BR 
11.30-12.30 Travellers’ Tales                                                Alison Waters (conv) TH 
11.30-12.30 Basic German Antje Fox LR 
1.00-2.00 Italian: first steps  29 September-10 November Gianna Staples BR 
2.00-3.00 Italian: ancora un pó  29 September-10 November Gianna Staples BR 
    
Tuesday    
10.00-11.00 Russian Literary Giants  9 September-7 October  Penny Cohen TH 
10.00-11.00 The Golden Age of Spain 14 October-11 November Michael Bennett TH 
11.00-12.30 Art Appreciation at TMAG 7 October-4 November  Art Guides TMAG 
11.30-12.30 Observations on Astronomy  Peter Taylor TH 
11.30-1.00 Canasta Self-directed RT 
1.00-3.00 500 Self-directed RT 
    
Wednesday    
10.00-11.00 Refugee Groups in Hobart 10 September-8 October Peter Jones TH 
10.00-11.00 Refine your French  Elizabeth Eden LR 
11.30-12.30 Remembering the Whitlam Years 1972-75 Margaret and Henry 

Reynolds 
TH 

11.30-12.30 Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton BR 
11.30-12.30 Retrieve your French  Elizabeth Eden LR 
1.00-3.00 Drawing continued Jane Monaghan BR 
    
Thursday    
10.00-11.00 Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard BR 
10.00-11.00 Guided Spanish Conversation Sally Gill LR 
10.00-11.00 Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv) TH 
10.00-11.15 Mah Jong Self-directed RT 
11.30-12.30 Broken news: Journalism’s  

“existential crisis” and why we should care                      
11 September-9 October 

Neil Spark & Wendy 
Bowler 

TH 

11.30-12.30 More Stories of Antipodean Birds  16 Oct-13 Nov Sue Jones TH 
11.30-12.30 Spanish 101 Sally Gill BR 
11.30-12.30 French Conversation C. Moore & L. Risby LR 
1.00-2.00 Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR 
1.00-3.00 Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic Vicki Martin BR 
1.30-2.30 Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman AS 
    

 
 

 

PROGRAM SUMMARY - SPRING TERM 2025 
 

Monday 8 September – Thursday 13 November 
 
 

Annexe:   BR = Board Room      LR = Lecture Room      CR = Common Room      
RT = Retreat 
TH = Theatre, Old Commerce Building      NT = New Town Croquet Club 2 
TMAG = Tas Museum & Art Gallery  AS = All Saints Hawker Centre   

U3A Hobart 

1 
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MONDAY 
 
MONDAY 9.45 - 11.00am 

 
German Conversation   Antje Fox        Board Room 
New and continuing students with a prior knowledge of German are very welcome. The course will 
focus primarily on conversation and will include some grammatical assistance. 
	
MONDAY 10.00am – 11.00 am 

 
Introduction to the New Testament David Clarke   Theatre 
22 September – 20 October (5 weeks) 
The New Testament is the most important book in the history of Western civilization, but most people 
don’t know much or anything about it. This five-week course examines fundamental questions about 
the New Testament. How much of it is history? Who wrote the gospels, and when? Did St Paul write 
the 13 letters attributed to him? Was St Peter the first pope? By the end of this course you will know 
why so much you hear about New Testament is misleading or wrong. 
 
MONDAY 10.00am – 12.30 pm 

 
Learn to Play Croquet      Newtown Croquet Club-2 
8 September – 13 October (6 weeks) 
Croquet is a classic outdoor game that combines strategy, precision and social interaction. Dating 
back to the 13th century, it has evolved into a beloved sport played worldwide and offers a unique 
blend of mental challenge and physical skill. 
The New Town Croquet Club is offering two-hour sessions with a break in the middle. 
All equipment is provided. Participants will need to wear flat-soled shoes and use sun protection. 
Six weeks, a maximum of 16 players. Green fees payable to the club: $6 per person per session.  
 
MONDAY 11.15am – 12.30pm 

 
Writing Workshop    John McRae   Board Room 
After topics are explored in class and the writing is done at home. Finished work is discussed in class 
with constructive comments by group members and tutor in a relaxed atmosphere. 
 
MONDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

 
Travellers’ Tales       Alison Waters (conv.)   Theatre 
Travel vicariously with U3A members to an assortment of fascinating destinations. 
 
Date  Topic  Presenter 
8 Sept  International delegations and conferences  Margaret Reynolds  
15 Sept Berlin – an island in Germany  Steve Rank  
22 Sept Italy Off the Tourist Trail   Rosie and Mike Severs  
29 Sept Isle of Man  Stuart Heathorn 

                     6 Oct  Canadian Lifestyle  Liz Ruthven 
13 Oct Antarctica on a Small Science Ship  Donna Kippax 
20 Oct -10 Nov   TBC  
 

PROGRAM DETAILS for SPRING TERM 2025 
Monday 8 September – Thursday 13 November 
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MONDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

 
Basic German      Antje Fox    Lecture Room 
We hope to build on members’ existing level of German through conversation and to extend their 
knowledge of vocabulary in a relaxed atmosphere. Min. class size = 5. 
 
MONDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
Italian: the first steps (1-2 pm) 29 Sept – 10 Nov        Gianna Staples              Board Room 
This is a class for beginners. You will learn Italian vocabulary, grammar and expressions for the most 
common situations. This course is ideal for preparing you for a visit to il bel paese. 
 
Italian: ancora un pó (2-3pm)  29 Sept– 10 Nov          Gianna Staples              Board Room  
In this course you will develop more advanced skills through practising conversation, reading, using 
digital resources, extending vocabulary and making connections with grammar. The course will 
attempt to meet your needs in making you more proficient in communicating in Italian. 
 

 
 
TUESDAY 
 
TUESDAY 10.00am – 11.00 am 

 
Russian Literary Giants: Pushkin to Pasternak  Penny Cohen  Theatre 
9 September – 7 October (5 weeks) 
An in-depth look at the greats of Russian literature, from Alexander Pushkin to Boris Pasternak. No 
reading is required. 
 
The Golden Age of Spain    Michael Bennet   Theatre  
14 October – 11 November (5 weeks) 
This course examines Spain's emergence as a global power in the 16th century and explores the 
richness of Spanish society and culture in the age of Cervantes, author of Don Quixote, and 
Velázquez, “the painter's painter”. 
 
TUESDAY 11.00am – 12.30pm 

 
Art Appreciation at TMAG   TMAG Art Guides  TMAG 
7 October – 4 November (5 weeks)  
This course at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery is facilitated by TMAG’s volunteer art guides 
and will bring together students from U3A Hobart and U3A Clarence.  
Enrolments are strictly limited, with preference to those who have not previously attended this 
course and on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 
How do we appreciate art? What does it take for art to be heart stopping or breathtaking? This course 
will give you the confidence to understand art as a visual language that richly rewards sensitive 
engagement. It will include theory and accessible practical sessions.  
 
Week one: please meet your tutors in the Central Gallery at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery.  
What to bring: a notebook and pencil. Your tutor will provide a list of materials in week one.  
If you are unable to attend any class: please notify TMAG.bookings@tmag.tas.gov.au as soon as 
possible, or contact the Visitor Information Desk on the day: 61657000.  
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TUESDAY 11.30 - 12.30 pm 

 
Observations on Astronomy  Peter Taylor           Theatre 
An ongoing course on all things astronomical. I base the presentations on observations from  
orbiting telescopes, new and old ground-based observatories with their images, and information  
on the wider fields of space, including human spaceflight. There will be lots of images of the wonders 
of the Universe.  
 
TUESDAY 11.30am – 1.00pm 

 
Canasta      Self-directed   Retreat 
This will be self-directed for enthusiasts and brave beginners. It will be fun and you'll probably end up 
being addicted to the game. 
 
TUESDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
500       Self-directed   Retreat 
500 is a popular social card game, usually for four players. This will be a self-directed class for 
enthusiasts and brave beginners Come along and have fun! 
 

 
 
WEDNESDAY 
 
WEDNESDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 

 
Refugee Groups in Hobart    10 Sept – 8 Oct       Peter Jones                 Theatre 
This course will cover the main refugee groups in Hobart, where they come from and why they came 
here: Afghanistan, Bhutan, Ethiopia, Eritrea …. And more. 
 
Refine Your French     Elizabeth Eden  Lecture Room  
This course is for those whose previous language study and/or experience enables them to 
participate in lively conversation in everyday French in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. Topics 
include aspects of France and its culture, history, literature and modern life. The class is conducted in 
French, so a solid foundation in the language is required. With effective communication a priority, 
correct pronunciation and various elements of grammar are addressed as the need arises. Preference 
in enrolment is given to continuing class members. 
 
WEDNESDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

 
Remembering the Whitlam Years 1972-75   
Margaret Reynolds and Henry Reynolds   Theatre  
10 September – 5 November (9 weeks) 
Henry and Margaret will present a nine-week course to examine and assess the long-term impact of 
the Whitlam Government. 
Henry will commence with four lectures introducing the politics of the Australian Labor Party in the 
1960s, Gough Whitlam’s historic visit to China, the It’s Time campaign and Aboriginal reform. 
In the following five lectures Margaret will review the impact of those reform years on Australia, 
particularly focusing on the law, education, women’s rights, local government and the arts. 
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Behind the News for Grown-Ups         Adela Morton       Board Room 
Is celebrity culture not your idea of a satisfying news diet? Take a weekly look at Tasmanian, national 
and international affairs. Have your say and listen to others on what matters today. 
 
Retrieve Your French     Elizabeth Eden  Lecture Room  
This is a continuing course but structured to accommodate new class members. The emphasis is on 
reading and pronunciation to enable confident conversation. The class is using Short Stories in 
French for Beginners by Olly Richards and Richard Simcott. ISBN 978-1-473-68343-3, available from 
Fullers and elsewhere. 
 
WEDNESDAY 1.00 - 3.00pm 

 
Drawing (continued)   Jane Monaghan       Board Room 
This is a continuation class for those with some drawing experience. Leadership/co-ordination in the 
group is shared by members who take it in turns to choose the weekly tasks, sessions and activities. 
 

 
 
THURSDAY 
 
THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 

 
Advanced French    Marilyn Pinkard        Board Room  
These sessions are designed for those with a good knowledge of French. The course provides an 
opportunity for discussion of a variety of topics, according to the needs and interests of the group. 
 
Guided Spanish Conversation Level A1-B1    Sally Gill     Lecture Room 
The course will provide Spanish conversation practice in an interactive, inclusive and relaxed 
environment, to help participants improve vocabulary and fluency, and gain confidence in general 
speaking skills. Each class will have a theme/topic to encourage dialogue. 
 
THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.15am 

 
Mah Jong      Self-conducted  Retreat 
Mah Jong can be played in different ways. In this class we learn how it is played in China. 
 
THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 

 
Kaleidoscope      Kathy Brown (conv)  Theatre 
 
11 September:         Robin Bowerman  
Investors Behaving Badly 
Australia is a nation of investors, thanks to our superannuation system, but psychologically are we 
well equipped for the task?  Robin Bowerman discusses insights into behavioural finance and why 
sometimes we are our worst enemies when it comes to investing. He also puts to the test 10 investing 
truths in the hope of helping us avoid being investors behaving badly. 
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18 September:         Dr Mike Lester 
Forming Minority Governments: Legacies and Learning in Australia 
Despite growing trends of a declining vote share for the major parties, the election of more minor-
party and independent candidates and more minority governments, there remains a public aversion 
towards them. This aversion – and how past experiences influenced the formation and nature of  
subsequent minority governments – was the subject of Mike Lester’s PhD research. He examined all 
23 minority governments in Australia from 1989 to 2021, looking in detail at five case studies from two 
states, one of them Tasmania. His presentation will discuss some fundamental changes to electoral 
systems, parliamentary committees and rules and conventions involved in minority government 
formation in Australia. 
 
25 September:         Lara Giddings  
Can this Parliament last the distance? 
Lara will share her experiences as a Premier of Tasmania who oversaw a minority government that 
lasted the full four years. 
 
2 October:         Robert Cox   
The Tainted Trial of Pevay and Timme 
The first people to be executed in embryonic Melbourne in 1842 were Palawa – Tasmanian 
Aborigines named Pevay and Timme. Last year Robert Cox published their first full biography, 
Breakout! The Tasmanians Who Terrorised Victoria. He uncovered anomalies in the evidence given 
in their trial and was able to show that the procedure was hopelessly tainted by senior officials’ 
perjury. In this talk Robert will outline the events that took them to the scaffold. 
 
9 October:         Neil Spark   
Elizabeth Taylor: Life Saver 
She’s known for her multiple marriages, her mammoth jewellery collection and eponymous perfume 
range, but Elizabeth Taylor was much more than that. In this talk you’ll learn how she stepped up to a 
national leadership role and saved lives. 
 
16 October:        David Ashley Kerr  
The Future Direction of Art at TMAG 
Meet David Ashley Kerr, the new Head of Art at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, for a 
presentation on his career to date, as well as the future direction of TMAG’s art program. David's 
collaborative approach to curatorial practice is influenced by formative experiences in site activation 
and cross-disciplinary projects in Melbourne's thriving Artist Run Initiatives (ARI) scene from 2011-
2015. Later in Germany he worked with curator-led project spaces, residencies and other NGOs 
across the EU in Northern and Central Europe from 2015-2023 in a wide range of academic and 
curatorial contexts. 
 
23 October:       Les Compton and Steve Rank 
Authoritarianism in Theory and Experience – Inside the States of Poland and Türkiye 
The 21st century is experiencing a drift from democracy to authoritarian rule around the world. The 
presenters will provide an overview of the theory of authoritarianism and the real-world experience of 
living in two countries that have experienced this slide away from democracy. 
 
30 October:         Rosanna Cameron 
University of Tasmania Fine Art Collection - An Unofficial History 
Rosanna spent 18 years looking after the University Fine Arts Collection finishing 18 years ago. This 
talk will give a brief history of the collection, embellished with pictures of, favourite works, stories from 
favourite artists and some anecdotes of experiences from those years. 
 
6 November:        Dr Elizabeth Freeman 
Hildegard of Bingen – An Extraordinary Medieval Woman from 12th-century Germany  
Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) lived her entire life as a Catholic nun in the German Rhineland. 
Although unknown until she was in her early 40s, for the last 40 years of her life she was a giant on 
the stage of Europe. Hildegard experienced and wrote about visions from God, gave stern advice to 
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popes and emperors, wrote medical treatises and even invented her own language. She composed 
wonderful liturgical music and you can buy CDs of her music.  
 
13 November:         Dr Wendy Bowler 
The Woman Who Made Vincent van Gogh 
The story of artist Vincent van Gogh’s intense life, including his close bond with art dealer/brother 
Theo, is legendary. But, until recently, the role of his sister-in-law, Johanna van Gogh-Bonger, in 
Vincent’s fame has been under-appreciated. In fact, Jo is the key to understanding how an artist who 
barely sold a work in his own lifetime should be so influential today. Wendy will discuss Jo’s legacy 
with reference to a selection of van Gogh’s paintings. 
 
THURSDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 

 
Broken news: Journalism’s “existential crisis” and why we should care 
  Neil Spark and Wendy Bowler     Theatre 
11 September – 9 October 2025 (5 weeks) 
The rise of the internet and explosion of digital news have shattered the news media’s traditional 
business model. This “revolution” threatens professional journalism’s values and practices. Former 
senior journalists/editors Neil Spark and Wendy Bowler assess the effect on journalism’s watchdog 
role, the losses and gains of the new media  and how we – as media consumers – may respond.  
The number of enrolments will be capped at 30 to encourage participation. 
 
More Stories of Antipodean Birds  Sue Jones   Theatre 
16 October – 12 November 
These five lectures will focus on some of the extinct birds of New Zealand as well as their living 
relatives, including some water birds with fascinating life histories.  
 
Spanish 101 (continued) Level A1-A2   Sally Gill     Board Room 
Improve your Spanish language grammar and communication skills for personal development of 
travel with this elementary course in castellano. The grammar, vocabulary and expressions taught will 
focus on facilitating communication in everyday situations. This is a continuing class, not an 
introductory course. 
 
French Conversation (Intermediate)   C. Moore & L. Risby    Lecture Room 
This course will build on students’ existing level of French through readings and conversation. It aims 
to extend their knowledge of vocabulary and French culture in a relaxed environment. 
 
THURSDAY 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 
Reading Poetry for Pleasure    Heather Chauncy    Lecture Room 
Come and join a dedicated group of those who love poetry and believe it can only be fully appreciated 
when read aloud. Everyone is welcome. Just bring your favourite poems. 
 
THURSDAY 1.30 - 2.30pm 

 
Reading Shakespeare    Robert Jarman   All Saints 
The class will encounter the captivating power of love and the destructive power of hate as we read 
Romeo and Juliet. Newcomers are welcome; just bring your own copy of the play text. 
 
THURSDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic      Vicki Martin        Board Room 
Come and join us for companionship while doing your own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere. 



  
          

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Monday 

   

9.45-11.00 German Conversation Antje Fox BR 
10.00-11.00 Introduction to the New Testament                  

22 September-20 October  
David Clarke TH 

10.00-12.30 Learn to Play Croquet  8 September-13 October  NT 
11.15-12.30 Writing Workshop John McRae BR 
11.30-12.30 Travellers’ Tales                                                Alison Waters (conv) TH 
11.30-12.30 Basic German Antje Fox LR 
1.00-2.00 Italian: first steps Gianna Staples BR 
2.00-3.00 Italian: ancora un pó Gianna Staples BR 
    
 
 
Tuesday 

   

10.00-11.00 Russian Literary Giants  9 September-7 October  Penny Cohen TH 
10.00-11.00 The Golden Age of Spain 14 October-11 

November 
Michael Bennett TH 

11.00-12.30 Art Appreciation at TMAG 7 October-4 November  Art Guides TMAG 
11.30-12.30 Observations on Astronomy  Peter Taylor TH 
11.30-1.00 Canasta Self-directed RT 
1.00-3.00 500 Self-directed RT 
    
 
 
Wednesday 

   

10.00-11.00 Refugee Groups in Hobart 10 September-8 
October 

Peter Jones TH 

10.00-11.00 Refine your French  Elizabeth Eden LR 
11.30-12.30 Remembering the Whitlam Years 1972-75 Margaret and Henry 

Reynolds 
TH 

11.30-12.30 Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton BR 
11.30-12.30 Retrieve your French  Elizabeth Eden LR 
1.00-3.00 Drawing continued Jane Monaghan BR 
    

Thursday    
10.00-11.00 Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard BR 
10.00-11.00 Guided Spanish Conversation Sally Gill LR 
10.00-11.00 Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv) TH 
10.00-11.15 Mah Jong Self-directed RT 
11.30-12.30 Broken news: Journalism’s  

“existential crisis” and why we should care                      
11 September-9 October 

Neil Spark &Wendy 
Bowler 

TH 

11.30-12.30  
 
11.30-12.30 

More Stories of Antipodean Birds  
 
Spanish 101 

Sue Jones 
 
Sally Gill 

TH 
 
BR 

11.30-12.30 French Conversation C. Moore & L. Risby LR 
1.00-2.00 Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR 
1.00-3.00 Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic Vicki Martin BR 
1.30-2.30 Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman AS 
    

 
 

 

NT = New Town Croquet Club TH = Lecture Theatre AS = All Saints Hawker Hall LR = Lecture Room BR = Board Room TMAG = Tas Museum & Art Gallery.  
RT = The Retreat Zoom = Online CR = Common Room 

 

U3A Hobart 

 

ENROLMENT FORM  
Spring Term 2025 (8 September –13 November) 

Enrolments Open: 11 August (separate form for each member) 
Post to: ENROLMENT SECRETARY, U3A HOBART INC., PO BOX 71, SANDY BAY 7006 

 
Surname…………………………………………………………….    First Name…………………………………………………………………. 
 
Phone………………………………………………………. Email…………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

 

Spring 
Term 

29 September-10 November 
29 September-10 November 
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