
Following a very successful program in 
2024, we look forward to another exciting 
year. Members will be aware that our 
membership system has been upgraded to 
the new “Member Wizard” system thanks to 
the hard work of our committee, especially 
that of Ken Johnson. While there have been 
some teething problems, we now have a 
much-improved system in which our list of 
classes can be viewed in various ways, such 
as by day of the week or by subject.  
   The new year also presents some critical 
challenges – retirements mean we must 
elect a new treasurer and a new program  
co-ordinator. Ches Bogus has been our 
much-valued treasurer for the past 11 years 
and he has offered his assistance to 
whomever takes on the role. Alison Waters 
is relinquishing her co-ordinator role and she 
and several committee members are ready 
to help the volunteer who takes on this task.  
   A healthy organisation benefits from 
change and renewal and we look to our 
members to volunteer, provide fresh 
perspectives and ensure the continuation of 
a vital U3A Hobart. 
 
David Waters.           davidwaters41@gmail.com

U3A Hobart 
Patron: Margaret Reynolds  
President: David Waters 
Vice-President: John Green 
Treasurer: Ches Bogus 
Secretary: Maria Rolls, email: secretary@u3ahobart.org.au 
Membership & Enrolment Secretary: Larainne Robertson, 
email: membership@u3ahobart.org.au 
I.T. support: Tim McDougall, 0438 533 396 
Newsletter editor: Bronwen Holly email: 
bronwen.holly@gmail.com 
Course enquiries to: 
academic.program@u3ahobart.org.au 

Committee members 
Kathy Brown, Tim McDougall, Larainne Robertson, Neil 
Spark, Ken Johnson, Alison Waters, Richard Upton, Bronwen 
Holly, Adela Morton 
Academic Co-ordinator and website 
Alison Waters, 0418 548 352 
Subject Co-ordinators: 
Humanities (H): Kitty Courtney, 0418 903 261 
Languages (L): Lisa Risby, 0417 554 546 
Science, Art, Music (SAM): Sue Mulcahy, 0409 286 797 
Social Science (SS): Virginia Vaughan-Williams, 
0438 254 505  
 

Term one enrolments 2025: 3 February 

President’s report

Colour it autumn: Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens  © Isabel  
Galloway; hobartandbeyond.com.au

157 January
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Treasurer 
After several years in 
the position, U3A’s 
current treasurer, Ches 
Bogus, is retiring and 
there will be an 

opportunity for someone new to take 
on that role.A high level of financial 
experience is not required, although 
familiarity with the MYOB accounting 
software would be an advantage. 
   Some initial and ongoing support for 
the future treasurer can be provided if 
required. Anyone interested can get 
more details by contacting Ches 
(0438 439 463 or 
cbogus@netspace.au)

 Ches Bogus

Following the annual Roy and 
Maureen Davies Memorial Lecture 
on Thursday 20 February the 
Hobart U3A annual general 
meeting will be held at  
12 noon in the Old Commerce 
Theatre.  
   Refreshments will be available 
after the AGM.

2025 annual meeting alert
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The future of Hobart U3A is at stake. We are at a 
crossroads. Three critical volunteer roles have 
become vacant and in only one case – that of 
Treasurer – has someone offered their services.  
   Unless the remaining  positions are filled, U3A 
Hobart will, at best, be reduced to providing only the 
continuing classes, such as languages, writing and 
art, but not the major courses. At worst, the 
organisation could fold.  
   Our Program Co-ordinator, Alison Waters, will leave 
this post at the end of the Autumn term. We also need 
a Kaleidoscope co-ordinator for the Spring term – 
Kathy Brown will be away then and, unless we find a 
volunteer/s, Kaleidoscope won’t be offered. 
   We appeal to any member, perhaps a new member, 
who would volunteer as Program Co-ordinator – with 
the support of the program committee. David Waters 

U3A future at risk

Vale Basil Sansom
Distinguished anthropologist and popular 
U3A lecturer, Professor Basil Sansom, 
has died.  
   Basil, Emeritus Professor at the 
University of Tasmania, was a widely 
acknowledged leader in his chosen field, 
but also a polymath who gave 
extraordinary U3A courses on a wide 
variety of topics including literature, art 
and history.  
   He will be much missed. 
   His death follows a long illness. A 
service was due to be held for him at the 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church on 
23 January, followed by interment at the 
Kingston Lawn Cemetery.

retires

Australians have access to 
documents about one of the 
most dramatic events in the 
country’s history, thanks to 
emeritus professor and political biographer,  
Jenny Hocking.  
   Professor Hocking has dispelled any doubt that the 
dismissal of the Whitlam government was a political 
coup, and she revealed the behaviour of Governor 
General, Sir John Kerr, was more egregious than 
imagined to a U3A Hobart audience in November.    
   Monash University’s Prof Hocking described her  
four-year battle to study what the National Archives 
insisted were “private letters” exchanged between the 
then Queen Elizabeth and Sir John and how, in 2020, 
the High Court of Australia finally ordered the letters 
be made public. 
   If you missed the lecture, you can find out more in 
Prof Hocking’s book, The Palace Letters. 

Hobart given the 
low-down on  
political intrigue

Jenny 
Hocking, 
left, and 
her 
famous 
book 
© James-
Ross, 
AAP
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As global political, economic, 
technological and cultural 
changes loom large in 2025, 
Professor Nicholas Farrelly will 
discuss our relationship with 
the Indo-Pacific region and 
ways of responding to the 
challenges ahead. 
   “As we adjust to the early 
volatility of the second Trump 
presidency, prepare for further 
shocks from an increasingly 
assertive and autocratic China, 
and manage fallout from the 

horrific wars in Eastern Europe 
and the Middle East, our ability 
to shape its strategic 
circumstances requires 
planning,” Prof Farrelly said. 
   In this year’s annual Roy and 
Maureen Davies Memorial 
Lecture, Prof Farrelly will 
consider how Australia will 
grow its influence 
internationally and how 
Tasmania can contribute  to 
national efforts. 
● Prof Farrelly is Pro Vice-

Chancellor of UTas. The 
lecture will be held on 20 
February at 11am in the Old 
Commerce Theatre, followed  
by U3A’s AGM.

Renowned Tasmanian news cinematographer and 
video journalist, David Brill, will be guest speaker at a 
Rotary Club of Sandy Bay dinner on 24 February . 
   The event celebrates Rotary’s 119th birthday and its 
topic is “We must never give up for Peace. Reflections 
on a lifetime covering conflict 
and world disasters” – Rotary's 
goal is to promote peace, and 
understanding among all 
people. It is open to the general 
public, but booking is essential.  
   David Brill was sent to cover 
Tasmania’s catastrophic 1967 
bushfires for the ABC as a 22-
year-old. His stunning footage 
was seen around the world and 
set him on a path towards 
covering almost every 
international conflict for nearly 
50 years. His work was notable for the empathy  
shown to victims in crises, including the Vietnam  
war, Cambodia, Malawi, the former Yugoslavia  
and Sudan. Brill will draw on these experiences to 
consider the causes and effects of conflict to try 
to better understand issues affecting world peace  
and understanding. 
● Date: 24 February, cost: $60pp, time: 6pm for 
6.30pm, location: Royal Yacht Club Tasmania, 
Marieville Esplanade, Sandy Bay, Booking: 
https://www.trybooking.com/CYDTW. Problems? 
Contact Rotary’s David Bowker, 
dgbowker@gmail.com 

Term 1 2025 enrolments open on 
Monday 3 February. You will not be 
able to enrol before this date.  
   Enrolment assistance and password 
registration for Member Wizard will be 
provided at the Annexe from 9.30am 
to 11.30am on Monday 3 February 
and Tuesday 4 February and for any 
member who has not yet registered 
their password with Member Wizard.  
 
 
February 3 – enrolments for the 
Autumn term open. 
20 February, 11am – Davies 
Memorial Lecture and noon – 
AGM in the Theatre. 
22 February, 10.30am – co- 
ordinators’ meeting in Annexe. 
24 February, 2.30pm – tutors’ 
meeting and afternoon tea in 
the Annexe. 
3 March – start of Autumn term 
5 March, 11 am – new members 
welcome morning tea in the Common 
Room. All members are invited and 
a small plate of finger food to share 
would be appreciated. 
10 March – public holiday, no classes.  
18-27 April  – Easter break,  
no classes. 
15 May – end of Autumn term.

Australia’s Indo-Pacific role in focus

Research: Prof Farrelly has co-written 
many books  – on Myanmar in particular

Famed video journalist to speak 
on world peace and goodwill

Enrolment details 2025

Empathy: David Brill Credit: 
Melbourne Press Club

Important dates
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Christmas 
crackers 
2024-style

U3A Hobart

Due to the increased cost of postage, this is the last time a printed newsletter will be 
posted out to members. Thereafter, printed copies will be available in the Annexe.



NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2025 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the University of the Third Age – Hobart Inc. will be 

held in the 
Lecture Theatre of the Old Commerce Building 

off French Street at the University of Tasmania on 
Thursday 20 February 2025 at 12.00pm 

Immediately after the annual Roy and Maureen Davies Memorial Lecture. 
 
AGENDA 
1 Confirmation of minutes of AGM held on 22 February 2024. (See ???????  
previous page.) 
2 President’s Report 
3 Treasurer’s Report 
4 Election of officers and other members of the committee 
5 Appointment of auditor 
 
ELECTIONS 
All committee positions become vacant each year. 
Officers to be elected are president, vice-president, treasurer and secretary. 
A minimum of four other committee members are to be elected. 
Total committee membership, including officers, may not exceed 16. 
 
NOMINATIONS 
Must be in writing and signed by proposer, seconder and nominee. 
Must be received by the secretary by 14 February 2025. 
Will be accepted from the floor of the meeting only if insufficient written nominations 
to fill the respective vacancies have been received by the closing date. 
 
ONLY FINANCIAL MEMBERS 
Please note: only members who are financial for 2025 are eligible to be elected, to 
vote, or to participate in any way in the meeting. Maria Rolls, Secretary 
 
Members wanting to peruse U3A's audited financial statements before the AGM can 
do so from 7 February at: https://www.u3ahobart.org.au/news/ 
 
NOMINATION FORM U3A – HOBART INC. COMMITTEE (Please Print)  
 
Position ........................................................................................................................ 
 
Nominee Name ...................................... Signature .................................................. 
 
Proposer Name ...................................... Signature ................................................... 
 
Seconder Name ..................................... Signature ................................................... 
 

Forward to: Secretary, U3A Hobart Inc., P.O. Box 71, Sandy Bay, 7006. 

U3A Hobart

See next page



 
UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE - HOBART INC 
MINUTES of the 2024 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Held in Theatre No 2 of the Old Commerce Building at UTAS Sandy Bay Campus Commencing 
at 11:40 am on 22 February 2024 
 
The President, David Waters, welcomed 50 members to the meeting. 
An apology was received from our patron – Margaret Reynolds. 
 
1 Confirmation of Minutes (AGM held on 23 March 2023) 
Moved: Ches Bogus ‘that the minutes as circulated be confirmed’ 
Seconded: Larainne Robertson      Carried 
 
2 President’s Report (David Waters) 
David stated that 2023 had been a successful year. The academic programs were organised by 
a new committee as Leone Scrivener, the previous program co-ordinator, had retired from that 
role. Leone’s contribution to U3A over many years was acknowledged at a reception held at 
Government House in July 2023. For Term 1 of 2024, members have enrolled in more than 800 
classes. 
Moved: David Waters ‘that the president’s report be accepted’ 
Seconded: John Green       Carried 
 
3 Treasurer’s Report (Ches Bogus) 
With reference to the audited 2023 Financial Statements that were distributed to members 
attending the meeting, Ches recalled the operational and financial disruption caused in 2020 and 
2021 by COVID-19 and the relocation of courses from the Glebe to Sandy Bay. That experience 
resulted in membership numbers dropping from around 650 to 450. The 2023 Financial 
Statements show that the finances and numbers of members have now stabilised and there were 
only minor planned operating deficits in the years 2022 and 2023. 
Today’s Davies Memorial Lecture has continued the annual recognition and significance of the 
bequests by Roy and Maureen Davies received nearly 20 years ago and which have grown from 
the initial $314K to $582K, even after significant contributions to operations and purchases of 
equipment. 
The Davies Fund is invested entirely in Term Deposits across four banks where interest rates 
recently increased after being at record lows for nearly two years. 
Moved: Ches Bogus   ‘That the 2023 Financial Statements be accepted’ 
Seconded: Neil Spark       Carried 
 
4 Election of officers and other committee members 
Nominations for Officer positions were: President – David Waters, Vice-President – John Green, 
Treasurer – Ches Bogus, Secretary – Maria Rolls 
Nominations for other committee members were: Kathy Brown,  Bronwen Holly, Ken Johnson,  
Tim McDougall,  Larainne Robertson,  Neil Spark and  Alison Waters 
As only one person was nominated for each of the officer positions and the seven nominations 
for committee members, together with the four officer positions, were fewer than the 16 
maximum committee membership prescribed by the rules of association, all the nominees were 
declared elected. 
 
5 Appointment of auditor 
Moved: Ches Bogus ‘that WLF Accounting & Advisory be appointed auditor for 2024’ 
Seconded: John Green        Carried 
 
The meeting closed at 11:55am.    (David Waters) PRESIDENT 

U3A Hobart
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MONDAY 

 
MONDAY 9.45 – 11.00am 
 
German Conversation    Antje Fox         Board Room
   
New and continuing students with a prior knowledge of German are very welcome. The course will 
focus primarily on conversation and will include some grammatical assistance. 
 

MONDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 

Escalating Challenges: A Sustainable Tasmania Alison Waters (conv.)     Theatre     
 
Local organisations and communities are working to address the challenges of a sustainable future 
for Tasmania. 

3 March Corey Peterson, Chief Sustainability Officer, UTAS 
17 March Jessica Robbins, Climate Futures Lead, City of Hobart 
24 March Clive Attwater, Electric Highway Tasmania 
31 March  Ursula Taylor, Derwent Estuary Program 
7 April  Jen Sanger, The Tree Projects 
14 April  Nel Smit, Nipaluna Nursery  
28 April  Cameron McLennan, Tasmanian Sustainability Strategy  
5 May  Todd Houstein, Sustainable Living Tasmania 

 2 May  Tullia Chung-Tilley, Sustainability Learning Centre 
 
Observations on Astronomy     Peter Taylor        Zoom 
An ongoing course on all things astronomical. I base the presentations on observations from orbiting telescopes, 
new and old ground-based observatories with their images, and information on the wider fields of space, 
including human spaceflight. There will be lots of images of the wonders of the Milky Way and the 
Universe presented to you on your computer screen. 
 

MONDAY 10.00am – 12.00noon 
 

Learn to Play Croquet            New Town Croquet Club 
Croquet is a classic outdoor game that combines strategy, precision and social interaction. Dating 
back to the 13th century, it has evolved into a beloved sport played worldwide, and offers a unique 
blend of mental challenge and physical skill. 
The New Town Croquet Club is offering two-hour sessions with a break in the middle. 
All equipment will be provided. 
Participants will need to wear flat soled shoes and bring sun protection. 
5/6 weeks, maximum 16 players. Green fees: $30 per person total....
MONDAY 11.15am – 12.30pm 
 
Writing Workshop    John McRae   Board Room 

PROGRAM DETAILS for AUTUMN TERM 2025 
Monday 3 March – Thursday 15 May 

(Public Holiday: Monday 10 March, Easter break: 18-27 April) 
 

 

Lecture RoomBoard Room

U3A Hobart                                                                       1                                             Autumn Term 2025

After topics are explored in class the writing is done at home. Finished work is discussed in class, with 
constructive comments by group members and tutor in a relaxed atmosphere.

John McRae
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MONDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 
 
Perspectives on Planning and Place in Hobart   Leigh Woolley, Stefan Petrow   Theatre
   
(5 weeks: 3 March – 7 April) 
 
This series of lectures looks at the history of town planning in Hobart from its very beginnings to current 
developments. 

 
3 March  Leigh Woolley:  Settlement moves and the role of the Meehan Plan 1811 
17 March  Stefan Petrow: The Town Planning and Planners in Hobart 1915-1945 
24 March  Stefan Petrow:  Citizen Participation and Planning in Hobart 1982-2000 
31 March  Leigh Woolley: Anticipating density - a strategy for Central Hobart 
7 April  Tony Ferrier: 30-Year Greater Hobart Plan 
 

 
Hobart’s Built Heritage    Alison Waters (conv.)                   Theatre    
  
(4 weeks: 14 April – 12 May) 
 
A celebration of some of Hobart’s architectural treasures.  
 

14 April Christopher Spiegel:   The Theatre Royal: History, Change, Adaptation and 
Renewal. 

28 April Brendan Lennard:   History Begins at Home - three different Hobart examples 
illustrate how the stories of the people associated with a building enriches our 
appreciation of the place, beyond its architectural description. 

5 May  Fae Robinson:   Hobart’s Art Deco Heritage 
12 May Peter Cripps:     Architectural Pattern Books from Egyptian Temples to 

Hobart Town, referencing the work of our Colonial Architects JL Archer, J 
Blackburn and J Thomson. 

 
 
MONDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 
 
Basic German      Antje Fox    Lecture Room  
 
We hope to build on members’ existing level of German through conversation, and to extend their 
knowledge of vocabulary in a relaxed atmosphere. Min. class size = 5. 
 
 
MONDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 
 
Italian: the first steps (1-2 pm)                Gianna Staples       Board Room 
 
This is a class for beginners. You will learn Italian vocabulary, grammar and expressions for the most 
common situations. This course is ideal for preparing you for a visit to il bel paese. 
 
Italian: ancora un pó (2-3 pm)   Gianna Staples       Board Room  
 
In this course you will develop more advanced skills through practising conversation, reading, using 
digital resources, extending vocabulary and making connections with grammar. The course will 
attempt to meet your needs in making you more proficient in communicating in Italian. 
me and join us for companionship while doing our own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere. 
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WEDNESDAY  
 
WEDNESDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 
 
Take Five: Exploring Less Travelled Pathways of Western Classical Music 
       Peter Lynch  Lecture Room 
(5 weeks: 5 March – 2 April) 
 

Lecture 1 The Vivarinis: Two Venetian Masters and their Musical Vignettes  
The Frari is considered to be one of the greatest churches in Venice. In this lecture, we explore just 
two of its many masterpieces, works which feature superb examples of music iconography in 
renaissance Venice. Together with Bartolomeo Vivarini’s St Mark Enthroned with Saints and Alvise 
Vivarini’s St Ambrose Enthroned, we’ll discuss the influence these works may have had on 
Renaissance music more broadly, the classification of musical instruments and music palaeography. 

Lecture 2 Evocation: Rhetoric, Emotion and Music (Part 1) 
According to Olivier Messiaen: “Music is much better than the other arts at expressing what is inside 
us: the surreal, the hallucinatory, the world of dreams. Music can express it but painting and literature 
cannot.” In two lectures, we explore just a few of the ways in which we can be transported to another 
place through the beauty of music. 

Lecture 3 Gertrude Healy: Second Fiddle or Violin Virtuoso? 
As a young violinist, Gertrude Healy demonstrated prodigious musical gifts, first coming to 
prominence in Ballarat’s Royal South Street Society competitions, where she competed against her 
soon-to-be nemesis, Bernard Heinze. In this lecture, we consider both her trials and her tribulations 
as she rose to become one of Australia’s most highly regarded performers and teachers in the early 
20th century. 

Lecture 4 Evocation: Rhetoric, Emotion and Music (Part 2) 
In this lecture, we continue to explore the power of music in plumbing our emotions at the deepest, 
almost inexplicable levels. 

Lecture 5 Olivier Messiaen: The Missing Link in the French Triumvirate? 
In this final lecture, we consider Claude Debussy and Maurice Ravel and why Olivier Messiaen should 
be given equal status as one of the 20th century’s greatest and most influential composers. In 
particular, we consider his obsession with exoticism and birdsong and his dedication to religious 
music. 

 
History of the United States    Peter Jones   Theatre  
 
The USA will be very much in our minds this year, but how many of us know its history – the original 
inhabitants, European exploration then settlement, the early colonies, the slave trade, independence, 
land bought, ceded or stolen, migration, and Civil War. 
This course explores the developments which have made the USA what it is today. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 
 
Behind the News for Grown-Ups         Adela Morton       Board Room 
 
Is celebrity culture not your idea of a satisfying news diet? Take a weekly look at Tasmanian, national 
and international affairs. Have your say and listen to others on what matters today. 
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THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 
 
Kaleidoscope      Kathy Brown (conv)  Theatre 

6 March:    Susan Ackroyd – Rhyme and Reason 

Why was a baby on a tree top? Who was Jack Horner with a plum on his thumb? Why were the blind 
mice being persecuted? Most of us are familiar with these and other nursery rhymes but have no idea 
that, far from being rhymes for children, they are mostly political satire. Drawing from her book, 
Rhyme and Reason, Susan aims to explore some events in English history during the Tudor and 
Stuart 16th and 17th centuries, revealing the turbulent relationship between monarch and people and 
Catholics and Protestants through the prism of 25 nursery rhymes.  
 
13 March:    Ally Hicks – New Bridgewater Bridge  

The construction of the bridge, the largest transport infrastructure project in Tasmania’s history, will 
change the way people travel north and south. The $786 million investment is a once-in-a-generation 
build, that will include two lanes in each direction, new traffic interchanges on the north and south of 
the River Derwent at Bridgewater and Granton, a navigation channel consistent with the Bowen 
Bridge and a three-metre shared pathway. Locals have been talking about it for 30-odd years and you 
will be driving on it in mid-2025. Hear from Ally, the Manager of Stakeholder Engagement & 
Communications for the project, how the lead contractor, McConnell Dowell, is building the new 
bridge, including the biggest challenges they’ve faced along the way.  

20 March:    Simon Grove – “Seasonal Saunters in the South: on nature, autumn, and a 
Tasmanian book-writing journey” a Tasmanian naturalist’s journey of discovery – and 
recovery. 

A born naturalist, Simon describes his journey of discovery that took him from one-time “curator” of 
England’s smallest public seashell museum (in his bedroom), to professional curator of invertebrates 
at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. Simon invites you to share his Tasmanian journey and 
profit from his rich knowledge. His writing brings to life the diverse beings who make Tasmania their 
home and evokes the physical processes that formed the island and its inhabitants. 

27 March:    Ruby Wolfe – Hobart’s Urban Tree Canopy– Greening the City of Hobart 

The City of Hobart has set an ambitious target of 40 per cent tree canopy cover across urban areas 
by 2046 because of the many benefits that urban trees provide to human health and wellbeing, the 
environment and the local economy. How is the City tracking against this target? And what are we 
doing to create a healthy, safe and robust tree population that will deliver a resilient and liveable city 
for current and future generations? Ruby Wolfe, City Greening Lead at the City of Hobart, will answer 
these questions and more as part of this presentation. 

3 April:    The Honourable Justice Stephen Estcourt – From Convicts to Computers: Two Hundred 
Years of the Tasmanian Supreme Court 

A sitting judge of the Supreme Court has written a book delving into the 200-year history of the 
Supreme Court of Tasmania. In his introduction to the book, Stefan Petrow, Emeritus Professor of 
History at UTAS, describes Justice Estcourt’s history as an “unrivalled account of the judges who 
served in the Supreme Court and a careful selection of many cases decided by particular judges”. 

10 April:    Sandy Hudd  – Venture capitalists or rogues? How the British East India Company 
forced opium on China and stole the secrets of tea 

Come and hear a rollicking story of the Opium Wars, of how Robert Fortune disguised himself to 
sneak into China to steal the secrets of tea growing and manufacture, and more! 

17 April:    George Cresswell – A 175-year-old grandfather clock, now in NSW, and its link to 
Green Ponds, Van Diemen’s Land  



U3A Hobart  Autumn Term 2025 
 

8 

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00am 
 
Kaleidoscope (cont.) 
 

3 April:    The Honourable Justice Stephen Estcourt - From Convicts to Computers: Two Hundred 
Years of the Tasmanian Supreme Court 

A sitting judge of the Supreme Court has written a new book delving into the 200 year history of the 
Supreme Court of Tasmania. In his introduction to the book, Stefan Petrow, Emeritus Professor of 
History at UTAS, describes Justice Estcourt’s history as an ‘unrivalled account of the judges who 
served in the Supreme Court and a careful selection of many cases decided by particular judges’. 

10 April:    Sandy Hudd  - Venture capitalists or rogues? How the British East India Company 
forced opium on China and stole the secrets of tea 

Come and hear a rollicking story of the Opium Wars, of how Robert Fortune disguised himself to 
sneak into China to steal the secrets of tea growing and manufacture, and more! 

17 April:    George Cresswell - A 175-year-old grandfather clock, now in NSW, and its link to 
Green Ponds, Van Diemen’s Land  

In 2017 I walked into an acquaintance’s living room in NSW and saw a 2.5 m-high grandfather clock 
with an inscription on the clock face: “Hy Speak, Green Ponds, Van Diemen’s Land” 
Hear about how with assistance from Libraries Tasmania and a number of individuals, George has 
complemented historic art work, photos and charts with Google Earth, aerial and drone photographs 
to piece together intriguing information about the man who owned this clock.          

24 April:    No Class 

1 May:    Peta Titter - Medicine’s Blind Spot: The Untold Story of Women’s Health 

Women's health has been shaped by centuries of myth, misunderstanding, and marginalisation. 
Despite advances in medical science, many of the challenges faced by women today can be traced 
back to historical biases and missteps. This talk takes a thought-provoking journey through the history 
of women's health, revealing how ancient misconceptions still influence modern medicine and why 
progress has been slow. Join Peta Titter to uncover the patterns of the past and consider what must 
change to create a better future for women's healthcare.     

8 May:    Saul Eslake - Tasmanian Money Matters 

Is Tasmania’s Economy and the State of Public Finances heading in the right direction to creating a 
better future for Tasmanians? Hear Saul Eslake, an independent economist, consultant, speaker, 
Vice-Chancellor’s Fellow at the University of Tasmania, and arguably the best economic thinker in the 
country discuss what is happening in the economy, Australia and Tasmania.  

15 May:    Neil Spark - The Forgotten Man of Australia’s Federation 

Henry Parkes, Alfred Deakin and Edmund Barton are just a few of the recognisable names who 
helped create the Australian federation of states. Not often mentioned is Andrew Inglis Clark who is 
not only one of the leading lights of the creation of the Australian constitution, he played a key role. In 
this talk, you’ll find out what that role was, reforms he implemented as Tasmania’s attorney general 
and why Andrew Inglis Clark hasn’t received the recognition he deserves. 

. 
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THURSDAY 11.30am – 12.30pm 
 
Ukraine Update     Jan Pakulski   Theatre 
 
(3 weeks: 6 March – 20 March) 
In 2023 Jan gave a series of talks about the invasion of Ukraine. Jan recently returned from Poland 
and will provide new insights on this conflict. 
 
Russian Literary Giants: Pushkin to Pasternak  Penny Cohen  Theatre 
 
(7 weeks: 27 March – 15 May) 
An in-depth look at the greats of Russian literature from Alexander Pushkin to Boris Pasternak. No 
reading is required. 
 
 
Spanish 101 (continued) Level A1-A2   Sally Gill     Board Room 
 
Improve your Spanish language grammar and communication skills for personal development of 
travel with this elementary course in castellano. The grammar, vocabulary and expressions taught will 
focus on facilitating communication in everyday situations. This is a continuing class, not an 
introductory course. 
 
 
French Conversation (Intermediate)   C.Moore & L. Risby    Lecture Room 
 
This course will build on students’ existing level of French through readings and conversation. It aims 
to extend their knowledge of vocabulary and French culture in a relaxed environment. 
 
My Mobile Phone; What else can it do?        Sue Mulcahy Common Room 
	
(5 weeks: 10 April – 15 May) 
Our mobile phones can do much more than embarrass us by ringing at inappropriate times. This 5-
week class will look at other tasks our mobile phones can help with. Topics may include: helpful 
settings, using the camera, useful apps, travelling and health. 
 
THURSDAY 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 
Reading Poetry for Pleasure    Heather Chauncy    Lecture Room 
Come and join a dedicated group of those who love poetry and believe it can only be fully appreciated 
when read aloud. Everyone is welcome. Just bring your favourite poems. 
 
THURSDAY 1.30 - 2.30pm 

 
Reading Shakespeare    Robert Jarman   All Saints 
This term we continue our reading of the history plays, in order of reign. 
We will be studying Henry IV, Part 1. 
New comers are welcome; just bring your own copy of the play text. 
 
THURSDAY 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic      Self-conducted       Board Room 
 
Come and join us for companionship while doing our own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere. 
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