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Jetty at Rosny witr; a view to kunanyi
President’s report

In the Spring term this year we are enjoying a variety of interesting
courses. Among others, Aspects of Environmental History has
revealed fascinating insights into human influence on the
environment, as well as the environment’s influence on human
activities and cultures. Australian H. sapiens — 200,000 Years has
educated us about the journey of humankind from its origins in
Africa. Explorers & Legacies: Two Islands dealt with the early
settlement of Norfolk Island. Czechoslovakia: a Rollercoaster Ride,
covered the tumultuous history of the Czechs from 1918 t01989,
while Travellers’ Tales and Art Appreciation at TMAG have been
enthusiastically received.

Kaleidoscope continues to attract large audiences, and our
language classes continue to thrive, as do Behind the News,
Writing Workshop, Reading Shakespeare, My Mobile Phone,
Astronomy, Mah Jong and Canasta, among others. Quite a list!
As | write, new courses are commencing: Bhutan’s Gross National
Happiness, Garden Visits, History of the World in Five Lectures,
Russia and Indonesia, US Election Update.

We are greatly indebted to all our generous presenters who
enable this impressive program. Do let the committee know if you
have any suggestions for future courses or presenters.

As for the expected formation of a Tasmanian Network of U3As,
although most Tasmanian U3As have agreed to join, there seems
to have been an administrative hold-up. Watch this space!

Credit: Owen Allen www.flickr.com.jpg

David Waters davidwaters41@gmail.com
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A life linked by European politics,
music, theatre — and sport

David Waters writes: Adela
Morton is a stalwart of U3A
Hobart. For many years she has
offered her very popular course,
Behind the News for Grown-Ups’.
She recently became a U3A
committee member and has been
instrumental in introducing a
morning tea event for new
members at the start of the term.
Now over to Adela:

Writing something vaguely
biographical feels like
over-sharing with a lot of people
all at once, so | will endeavour to
find the balance between a short
CV and an obituary.

The bare bones? Born in
England, youngest child of
Ukrainian WWII refugees,
somewhere along the way
married, migrated, collected three
children and bits of paper which
stated things like B. Ed. (Hons)
and Dip. Musical Performance,
U3A member since 2009.

Life is what joined all
these together.

From a very early age, being
involved with singing, community
concerts and school plays was
the norm, as was listening to
adults discuss European politics.
This evolved into a general love
of music and theatre, and
decades of involvement with
productions both on stage and
with costuming and admin, plus
Life Membership of the Hobart
Repertory Theatre Society.

Despite such entanglement with
the Arts, my first job was as a lab
tech and | married a scientist.

Circumstances dictated that |
have had a series of jobs, rather
than following a specific career
path. That is what has made my
teaching background so useful
and interesting. The mix has
included English as a second
language, adult literacy, taking
singing with a whole primary
school, and finding ways to get
the best out of any given situation
— such as seeing nothing wrong
in using the sports pages to
teach someone to read and do

energy presentations:

David Bowker,

Tasmania — Stephen Davy

they happen:

pre-history;

(YouTube).

Courses for keeps

Miffed because you would have liked to
have another look at the PowerPoint
slides used in some presentations? A
selection of them are available on our
website under the course resources tab.
So far, there are the three Kaleidoscope

Can Renewables work in Australia? —

The Marinus Link — Justin White.
Renewable Hydrogen and Efuels in

The following are being added as

John Pollard’s eight-part course,
Australian H-sapiens 100,000 years

Neil Spark’s US Elections 2024 series

Adela: brought up with the arts

maths because sport was their
only interest.

Which brings me to U3A in
general and Behind the News in
particular. The world is a
fascinating place; it is wonderful
to be able to facilitate discussions
where freedom of expression is
encouraged within the framework
of listening to, and tolerating the
opinions of, others.

Chance to run Kaleidoscope

Do you know local speakers who would like to
deliver a presentation to U3SA members? Have you
wanted to put together a program that covers the
topics you want delivered?

Well, term three next year — September through to
November — | am going to be away and am keen for
a volunteer to run the Kaleidoscope program.

This involves sourcing speakers and organising
the roster across the term. Speakers for term three

will need to be found and briefed
by the end of term two.

If this sounds of interest, please
let me know. | would be happy to
discuss with you what is involved.

Having someone else organising
it for a time would also create new
-opportunities and growth.

Come and chat with me or give
me a call.

Kathy Brown, 0401 717206
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called Member Wizard.

the couples and posted newsletter rates.

available in the January/February newsletter.

Membership alert — it’s all change for 2025

U3A Hobart has upgraded its online membership and enrolment system to a new product

From now on, all renewals and course enrolments will be through Member Wizard.

This is intended to be much more efficient than the current system and instructions are
included in the email message that provided the link to this newsletter, so follow them to
lodge your renewal — ideally before 1 January 2025. Full details of next year’s term one
courses will be published in the January/February newsletter.

It is proposed the membership fee for 2025 will be a flat $75 per person without options for

Ideally your membership should be renewed before 1 January 2025 and must be renewed
before enrolling for 2025 courses. Full details of courses for term one of 2025 will be

Academic to give the lowdown
on Canberra’s high life

One of Australia’s leading
historians, Emeritus Professor
Jenny Hocking, is coming to
Hobart at the invitation of our
Patron, Margaret Reynolds,
and has offered to deliver a
public lecture for USA Hobart.
Prof Hocking has written
biographies of former High
Court judge, Lionel Murphy,
and prime minister, Gough
Whitlam. More recently she has
B become known for the public
release of what she called “the
| most significant historical
B records relating to the dismissal
| of the Whitlam government in
November 1975”. Those
records were correspondence

Legal action: Jenny Hocking

forced the public release of between former Governor
vital evidence

© anusz Molinsk Phoography qecd 4y CC b o oters
had been had been deemed “personal” and held in the National
Archives inaccessible to the public. After legal action instigated
by Prof Hocking in 2016, in June 2020 the High Court ruled the
papers must be released.

Prof Hocking will give this thought-provoking and not-to-be-
missed lecture on Friday 8 November at 11:30am at the Old
Commerce building lecture theatre, University of Tasmania.

All USA members are urged to attend and to bring
interested friends.

® Jennifer Jane Hocking AM FASSA is the inaugural
Distinguished Whitlam Fellow with the Whitlam Institute at
Western Sydney University, Emeritus Professor at Monash
University and former Director of the National Centre for
Australian Studies at Monash University.

Christmas lunch reminder!

Venue: Drysdale Restaurant,
59 Collins Street, Hobart.

Time: 12.00 noon

Date: 15 November

Cost: $50 per person. Tea, coffee
and other drinks will be available

from the bar ... credit card only.

Book and pay online by:.
10 November.

Limit. 70 people

Memorial lecturer announced

Professor Nicholas Farrelly has agreed
to deliver the annual Roy and Maureen
Davies Memorial Lecture on the
morning of 20 February 2025. Time and
venue have yet to be determined.
Nicholas is Pro
Vice-Chancellor at the
University of
Tasmania,
responsible for
Southern Tasmania.
He specialises in
political and cultural
issues and his
academic focus is the
study of political
conflict and social
change in mainland
Southeast Asia.

—
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Professor Farrelly
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Above: Adela Morton
(left) and Les
Crompton chat with

d lecturer Penny Cohen.
‘ﬁ‘* Left: members

B discuss Penny’s talk
on Chekhov. Bottom:
Stefan Petrow talked
us through ltaly’s
unification. Right:
attendees enjoy the

J spring sunshine
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Sneak peek
at 2025

Planning is well
underway for first
term next year, which
will begin on Monday
3 March.

In addition to our
regular classes,
members can look
forward to NZ Birds
with Sue Jones, a
music series from
new member, Peter
Lynch, Russian
Literary Giants with
Penny Cohen, The
Age of Shakespeare
with Michael Bennett,
an update on
Ukraine from Jan
Pakulski — and
lots more.

The complete
program will
be included in
the January
2025 newsletter.




