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President’s Report

U3As in Australia generally follow the British self-help 
model of teaching and learning over a wide range of 
subject areas, dependent upon the membership’s own 
expertise, knowledge and skills. 
   The intention is that members of the U3A will offer 
the classes or courses to their fellow members.  
Many U3A Hobart members have, and still do, offer 
lecture series or contribute to Kaleidoscope.  
   In addition, for many years, we have also called on 
other individuals and organisations in the community to 
provide courses and, with their generous offerings, we 

have been able to present wide-ranging programs. 
We are constantly on the lookout for new contributors, 
and we encourage all our members, with their wide 
range of experiences and expertise, to consider what 
they could offer, or who they could suggest, as 
contributors for future programs. 
   As an example of member offerings, in the coming 
Spring Term, a number of our members have agreed 
to participate in the new course: “Ten Travellers Tales”.  
   We hope you will let us know how you could 
contribute! 
 
David Waters      
email: davidwaters41@gmail.com

Patron: Margaret Reynolds 
President: David Waters 
Vice-President: John Green 
Treasurer: Ches Bogus 
Secretary: Maria Rolls 
email: secretary@u3ahobart.org.au 
Membership & Enrolment Secretary: 
Larainne Robertson 
email: membership@u3ahobart.org.au 
I.T. support: Tim McDougall 0438 533 396 
Newsletter editor: Bronwen Holly 
email: newseditor@u3ahobart.org.au 
Course enquiries to: 
academic.program@u3ahobart.org.au 

Committee members 
Kathy Brown, Tim Mc Dougall, Larainne Robertson, Neil 
Spark, Ken Johnson and Alison Waters, Richard Upton, 
Adela Morton 
 
Academic Co-ordinators: 
Humanities (H): Kitty Courtney 6221 5307 
Languages (L): Lisa Risby. 0417 554 546 
Science, Art, Music (SAM):  
Sue Mulcahy 0409 286 797 
Social Science (SS) & website:  
Alison Waters 0418 548 352 

Term Dates 2024 
Term 3: 9 September – 14 November 

Spring fling: Hobart’s Parliament House Credit: Alastair Bett Source: hobartandbeyond.com.au
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Variety adds spice to a life in education and the arts

Among the quiet people who tick off your name on the 
member’s list as you arrive for class is a chorister, 
educationalist, scientist, artist, refugee counsellor  
and businesswoman. 

 
My story begins in Bain Terrace, Trevallyn, 
Launceston, but my life-long love of school and 
learning commenced at the age of four with the 
appropriately named Miss Law atASt Oswald’s Hall. 

My mother and her sisters encouraged my interest in 
music and the arts – films, painting and photography – 
as well as the environment and tennis but my first 
steps in further education began at technical college 
studying dressmaking and design. 
 
Music magic 
Then there was choral music: I joined The 
LauncestonAPhilharmonic Choir, then moved to  
Hobart and Edward Talbot’s Conservatorium  
Chorale – I’ve preferred baroque and classical  
music ever since. My time with noted musician  
Bede Dunne’s Gregorian Chant choir proved almost 
hypnotic and later I sang with the Tasmanian  
Symphony Orchestra Chorus and with the  
Sydney Philharmonia Choir in the Opera House.  

My wanderings in the 1960s around Cradle 
Mountain, across button grass plains to Lake Pedder 
before it was flooded, enthralled me and at the 
University of Tasmania I enrolled in science: biology, 
botany and environmental Sciences, graduating with a 
BA and a DipEd.  

Outside influences  
From my earliest days I was aware of the migrants 
who settled in the state. During the 1950s Trevallyn 
had an influx of Europeans who came to work on the 
Trevallyn dam and electric power station. At 
Launceston High School some of our teachers came 
from Europe after the conflagration of World War Two 
and at university some of my friends were refugees 
from Vietnam. This contact spilled over into my work 
as a teacher – some of my students were from 
Lebanon and Vietnam.  

My own family has a refugee antecedent, Josef 
Potaski, who fled from Poland to England in 1794 after 
taking part in the Waclawice siege as a member of 
Kosciuszko’s army. He was the first Polish person to 
settle in Australia. 

In the 1980s teaching, migrants and fine arts came 
together when I volunteered as an art guide at the 
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery – it inspired me to 
enrol at the UTAS School of Creative Arts for a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts where I graduated with Honours 
in Photography.  

 
Picture perfect 
One of the themes of my art was about refugees 
leaving their homes for often unknown destinations. In 
A Golden Thread, my photographs showed images of 
drawing, painting and embroidery the newcomers 
brought with them to Tasmania. Various Articles of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights were inscribed 
on the photographs.  

In 2011, I volunteered at TAFE as a teacher of 
additional languages.AFrom 2013 until 2019 I helped 
out at the Bridging Visa Social Club, showing refugees 
around Hobart to help them acclimatise to the vagaries 
of Tasmanian life and I enjoyed watching the new 
families settle in to their new lives.  

At Humanitarian Settlement Services I developed an 
English As An Additional Language program and 
managed a team of volunteers. Once the new 
residents had enough English to get a job, they asked 
me to find work for them. This led to the creation of an 
employment agency which became my full time task.  

However, my education continues – with the 
University of the Third Age in Hobart. 

Virginia Vaughan Williams, August 2024 

Lifetime learning curve: Virginia Vaughan Williams

People joining U3A Hobart after 31 July 2024  
will have an added bonus: a lower annual 
membership fee. The charge for those who want an 
emailed newsletter will be $40 ($80 per couple) or 
$45 ($85 per couple) for people who opt for a 
mailed version.

Tell your friends ...



Help is at hand  
for those who feel the 
internet is  
a minefield.  

Available for 
collection from the 
Annexe is the new 
version of the 
Australian 
Government’s 
National Anti-Scam 
Centre’s “guide to 
spot, avoid and protect yourself against scams”.  

The book includes help and support contact  
details should you, your family or friends become a 
victim of a scam. 
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Our class had a great time at TMAG with a 
combination of information sessions, discussions and 
experimenting with materials and approaches. 

The TMAG art guides who present the sessions  
are very enthusiastic and knowledgeable and a 
number of class members have attended many of the 
TMAG courses because different topics are covered 
each term. 

The current TMAG major exhibition of Lloyd Rees 
formed a central theme during our sessions, especially 
his use of a wide range of media and his response to 
light. We appreciated a guided tour of the exhibition, 
highlighting his background, development as an artist 
and connection to Tasmania.  

One session covered the history of paper-making 
and we discovered the wide variety of paper types 
available today. In a later session we experimented 
withpaper types and the different effects these created 
when used with pastels, paints, pens and pencils.  

Class members commented that they were sad the 
course lasted only five weeks and hoped a 10-week 
course might be possible in future. 

Sue Mulcahy 

During the autumn term our Patron, Margaret 
Reynolds, offered the course “Tasmanian Politics: 
how it works, and what you need to know in 2024”.  

Her lectures were cunningly timed to coincide with 
the State Election and the return to a 35-member 
House of Representatives.  

Picture this ... A word or two in high places

Experimenting with art   Credit: Sue Mulchay

An offer you can’t refuse?

A retired, highly experienced and internationally 
accredited workplace and executive coach needs 
to downsize his library of materials and tools 
acquired during his professional practice (mainly 
in key government departments in Canberra).  

There are life coaching and training materials 
designed to help staff and managers guide their 
career paths and review their workplace culture.  

He is offering to gift these materials to anyone 
who would value them.  
Contact: Graham Gourlay, 0447507362,  
gcgourlay@gmail.com.

Advice given: Our patron and tutor, Margaret Reynolds, with Vica 
Bayley, MP for Clark, left, and David O’Byrne, MP for Franklin, when 
her class visited Parliament House on 1 May. Below: the letter from 
David O’Byrne

 

David O'Byrne MP 
Independent Member for Franklin 
 

Margaret Reynolds 
U3A Class Coordinator ʹ Getting to know your State Parliament 
Via email: margaret.reynolds.tas@gmail.com 
 

27 May 2024 
Dear U3A class,  
 
Thank you for visiting the Tasmanian Parliament on Wednesday 22 May and for taking a strong 
interest in ŽƵƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ political system. It is fantastic to see people of all ages engage with our 
democracy and I hope you enjoyed your visit. 
 
I read the policy ideas and initiatives you kindly provided regarding lifting public education outcomes 
with great interest. From the outset, I can say that I strongly support or support in-principle these 
recommendations. 
 
Just as you have identified, raising the status of the hardworking teachers in our public education 
system should be a core priority of this Government. dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�dĂƐŵĂŶŝĂ͛Ɛ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŐŽ�
above and beyond to give Tasmanian kids the best education they can, within an education system 
that is often under resourced and under supported. Our public education system must be able to 
attract and retain the next generation of bright, dedicated teachers for our schools to be the best 
they can be. Lifting the salaries of teachers in line with other states and territories is a key part of 
this.  
 
I recognise the intent behind your suggestion to raise ATAR entry scores for teaching degrees, but I 
feel this may end up deterring prospective teachers with diverse backgrounds and experiences from 
taking up the profession. I think we should be encouraging people in different careers to consider 
switching into teaching, by evaluating the skills and experience of candidates rather than previous 
academic achievements alone.  
 
I wholeheartedly agree with you that music lessons and physical activity should be a key part of the 
educational curriculum. Sport and music provide valuable transferrable skills and interests that 
students can end up carrying with them their whole life. Physical activity is incredibly important to 
support the health of students in our public schools too.  
 
Providing quality public education across Tasmania plays a key part of reducing intergenerational 
disadvantage. I firmly believe that no Tasmanian child should miss out on a quality education 
because their family ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ĂĨĨŽƌĚ�an independent or catholic school. Whilst teachers and support 
ƐƚĂĨĨ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĚŽ�Ă�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƚŝĐ�ũŽď�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ͕�a 
proper investment in public education is needed to ensure our schools can be the best they can be.  
 
Thank you again for visiting Parliament and for sending through these well-considered policy 
initiatives. I hope you can visit Parliament again soon.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
 

Participants were 
encouraged to work in 
groups to develop policies 
for better government in 
Tasmania, and the resulting 
policies were submitted to 
MPs when the class visited 
Parliament House.  
The Premier, Jeremy 
Rockliff, and David  
O’Byrne MP, both  
replied to the students’ 
policy proposals.

Words to 
the wise



4

A charity in search of champions

Do you want to be a 
Digital Champion and 
are you comfortable 
using a smartphone?  

Council on the 
Ageing (COTA) is helping older people use digital 
technologies such as MyHealth Record and e-
prescriptions and it needs volunteers. 

Many older Australians prefer to learn about and use 
these technologies with the support of their peers and 
through the support of organisations they trust. 

Helpers will attend two workshops (one online, and 
one in person) and trained in advocacy and 
engagement skills and in digital health technologies.  

Champions will then share their knowledge with 
their communities and networks. 

COTA will reimburse any out-of-pocket costs and 
send a gift to those who take part. 

If you are interested in finding out more or 
 applying, please call Maria on 03 99097917 or email 
mkatsabanis@cota.org.au by August 9, 2024. 

COTA Australia is a charity representing older �
Australians, promoting the rights, interests and good 
futures of Australians as they age. 

COTA Insurance is the charity’s not-for-profit �
insurance company which provides insurance 
products for home, contents, landlord, motor, travel, 
caravans and boats. 

Enrolments

Fancy doing a little extra driving for a good cause? The Red Cross needs volunteer transport drivers to help 
older people get to and from non-urgent medical appointments and social engagements.The charity provides 
the wheels, you’ll give a lift to the people who need it most, and enjoy a chat at the same time. Red Cross is 
an approved voluntary work organisations with Centrelink for mutual obligations volunteers and the hours of 
operation are 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday – no public holidays or weekends.  

Check the Red Cross website Volunteer with Red Cross | Australian Red Cross or call: 1300 557 549.�

The Red Cross needs people with driving ambition

Save the date for the U3A Christmas 
Lunch Friday 15 November 

Drysdale Restaurant   

Important  dates

Scholarly pursuits (clockwise): physical oceanographer, 
Yuhang Liu demonstrates her Antarctic Jenga game to 
Bonnie Tilley; associate Professor Patti Virtue explains  
Antarctic krill ecosystems; and Thursday’s French  
Intermediate class gets down to business with Christine 
Moore and Lisa Risby

Term 3 enrolments for 2024 open on Monday 12 
August. You cannot enrol in Term 3 classes before 
this date.  
   Enrolment assistance will be provided at the 
Annexe from 9.30am to 11.30am on Monday 12 
August and Tuesday 13 August 2024. 

Term begins 9 September 2024 
Term ends 14 November 2024



 
Monday    
9.45-11.00 German Conversa,on Antje Fox BR 
10.00-11.00 Bhutan’s Gross Na,onal Happiness   (5 weeks: 14/10-11/11) Rosie Barry LR 
10.00-11.00 Observa,ons in Astronomy (online) Peter Taylor Zoom 
11.15-12.30 Wri,ng Workshop John McRae BR 
11.30-12.30 IT Help                                                    (3 weeks: 9/9-23/9) Graeme Ingram LR 
11.30-12.30 Garden Talks                                      (5 weeks: 14/10-11/11) Sue Smillie LR 
11.30-12.30 Basic German Antje Fox CR 
1.00-2.00 Italian: first steps Gianna Staples BR 
2.00-3.00 Italian: ancora un pó Gianna Staples BR 
    
Tuesday    
10.00-11.00 Travellers’ Tales David Waters (conv) TH 
10.00-11.00 Introduc,on to Sketching                    (5 weeks: 10/9-8/10) John Paton BR 
10.00-11.00 Play Reading con,nued John Trigg LR 
10.00-11.00 Canasta for Beginners                         (5 weeks: 10/9-8/10) Stuart Heathorn RT 
11.00-12.30 Art Apprecia,on at TMAG                  (5 weeks: 10/9-8/10) Art Guides TMAG 
11.30-12.30 Aspects of Our Environment               (5 weeks: 10/9-8/10) Don Garden/ 

Jamie Kirkpatrick 
TH 

11.30-1.30 History of the World in Five Lectures (5 wks: 15/10-12/11) H. Maxwell-Stewart TH 
11.30-1.00 Canasta Self-directed RT 
    
Wednesday    
10.00-11.00 Refine your French Elizabeth Eden LR 
10.00-11.00 Calligraphy ChrisZne Farmer BR 
10.00-11.00 Explorers & Legacies: Two Islands   (5 weeks: 11/9-9/10) M & R Severs TH 
10.00-11.00 Russia and Indonesia                       (5 weeks: 16/10-13/11) Peter Jones TH 
11.30-12.30 Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton BR 
11.30-12.30 Australian H. sapiens 200,000 years  (8 weeks: 11/9-30/10) John Pollard TH 
11.30-12.30 Retrieve your French Elizabeth Eden LR 
1.00-3.00 Drawing con,nued Jane Monaghan BR 
    
Thursday    
10.00-11.00 Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard BR 
10.00-11.00 Guided Spanish Conversa,on Sally Gill LR 
10.00-11.00 Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv) TH 
10.00-11.15 Mah Jong Self-directed RT 
11.30-12.30 Spanish 101 Sally Gill BR 
11.30-12.30 French Conversa,on C. Moore/L. Risby LR 
11.30-12.30 Czechoslovakia: a Rollercoaster Ride    (5 weeks: 12/9-10/10) Neil Spark TH 
11.30-12.30 US ElecAon Update & Discussion          (5 weeks: 17/10-14/11) Neil Spark TH 
11.30-12.30 My Mobile Phone: What else can it do? (5 weeks: 17/10-14/11) Sue Mulcahy CR 
1.00-2.00 Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR 
1.00-3.00 Pain,ng Class: watercolour/acrylic Self-directed BR 
1.30-2.30 Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman AS 
    
Nov 20th **Government House Experience** 10 am- 12 noon   

 
 

U3A HOBART PROGRAM SUMMARY FOR SPRING TERM 
Monday 9 September - Thursday 14 November 

 

Annexe:   BR= Board Room      LR= Lecture Room      CR= Common Room       RT= Retreat 
TH= Theatre, Old Commerce Building Zoom = Online 
TMAG= Tas Museum & Art Gallery  AS= All Saints Church Hall 
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MONDAY 
 
MONDAY 9.45 - 11.00 

 
German Conversation   Antje Fox  Board Room  L 
 
New and continuing students with a prior knowledge of German are very welcome. The course will 
focus primarily on conversation, and will include some grammatical assistance. 
MONDAY 10.00 - 11.00 

 
Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness Rosie Barry         Lecture Room  SS 
 
(5 weeks: 14 October – 11 November) 
Rosie Barry is a teacher, a traveller, a mother of four and an inspiring and engaging public speaker. 
On a recent trip to the exotic Kingdom of Bhutan, she learned about this nation's philosophy of Gross 
National Happiness (GNH): a holistic, integrated and balanced approach to development. Join Rosie 
as she shares her observations and insights and explores their relevance to life in Australia. 
In this five-week program, Rosie will explain what GNH actually means, how it is used to measure 
Bhutan’s “wealth”, and why we may choose to adopt aspects of it in our own lives (including examples 
of how this may be done), in pursuit of a society with empathic leaders and happy citizens.  
 
Observations on Astronomy: A view of discovery across the Universe 

Peter Taylor  Zoom   S 
We continue with the examination of the latest news and science from space. 

 
MONDAY 11.15 – 12.30 

 
Writing Workshop    John McRae  Board Room  H 
 
After topics are explored in class the writing is done at home. Finished work is discussed in class, with 
constructive comments by group members and tutor in a relaxed atmosphere. 
 
MONDAY 11.30 – 12.30 

 
IT Help     Graeme Ingram Lecture Room    S 
 
(3 weeks: 9 September – 23 September) 
This short, three-week course explores in detail how to make your device, whether it be a phone, tablet 
or computer, more secure. It will also delve into the world of scams and how to manage these, as well as 
some general tips and tricks on device safety. 
 
Garden Visits    Sue Smillie  Lecture Room  SS  
 
(5 weeks: 14 October – 11 November) 
A relaxing way of spending time in Britain is to visit Open Gardens. In 2024 I returned to Britain and 
made a number of garden visits. These visits will be the subject of my talks. As per usual, elements of 
garden design will be related to historical periods. 
 

PROGRAM DETAILS for SPRING TERM 2024 
Monday 9 September – Thursday 14 November 

(NO Show Day holiday) 
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MONDAY 11.30 – 12.30 
 
Basic German     Antje Fox  Board Room  L 
 
We hope to build on members’ existing level of German through conversation, and to extend their 
knowledge of vocabulary in a relaxed atmosphere. Min. class size = 5. 
 
MONDAY 1.00 – 3.00 

 
Italian: the first steps (1-2 pm)  Gianna Staples Board Room  L 
 
This is a class for beginners. You will learn Italian vocabulary, grammar and expressions for the most 
common situations. This course is ideal for preparing you for a visit to il bel paese. 
 
Italian: ancora un pó (2-3pm)  Gianna Staples Board Room  L 
 
In this course you will develop more advanced skills through practising conversation, reading, using 
digital resources, extending vocabulary and making connections with grammar. The course will 
attempt to meet your needs in making you more proficient in communicating in Italian. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
 

TUESDAY 10.00 – 11.00 
 
Travellers’ Tales                   (David Waters conv)  Theatre SS 
 
10 September:  Ingrid Mcgaughey The next Japan? Practical tips for South Korea 1 

  
17 September:  Ingrid Mcgaughey The next Japan? Practical tips for South Korea 2 
 
24 September:  Kathy Brown  The Kimberley: Brolgas, Boabs, and a Croc or Two!  

 
1 October:  Liz Ruthven  Seeking Musical Experiences when Travelling 

 
8 October:  David Waters  Exploring Padova, an Italian Gem 

 
15 October:  Heinz Vojacek  The Aegean Experience 

 
22 October: Janet Whelan  From Exploring London in a Heatwave to Discovering 

the Beauty of Lowlands and the Grandeur of Highlands in Scotland, Autumn 
2023 
 

29 October: Stuart Heathorn The Isles of Scilly 
 

5 November:  Rose Marwick  South Africa 1978. End of the road 
 

12 November: John Green  My Love of Kenya 
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TUESDAY 10.00 – 11.00 
 
Introduction to Sketching  John Paton   Board Room A 
 
(5 weeks: 10 September – 8 October) 
John will be conducting a five-week course on the basics of sketching and watercolour wash. 
Essentially a course for beginners, John will take you through drawing urban scenes to indoor 
environments. Maximum = 10 
Materials required to bring: 

• 1 Fine line pen or a 4B pencil 
• Paint brushes 
• Cheap watercolour paint box 
• Sketch book (150gsm paper) 

 
 
Play Reading continued   John Trigg   Lecture Room H 
 
We will be studying, analysing and sight-reading plays across a range of genres and eras. 
Maximum = 15. 
 
 
Canasta for Beginners   Stuart Heathorn  Retreat  SS 
 
(5 weeks: 10 September – 8 October) 
A five-week course in the basics of Canasta, including the rules, strategies and team dynamics to 
enable you to be proficient in the game by the conclusion of the course. 
It will be a fun five weeks and you'll probably end up being addicted to the game. 
 
 
TUESDAY 11.00 – 12.30 

 
Art Appreciation at TMAG   Art Guides  TMAG  A 
 
(5 weeks: 10 September – 8 October) 
What does it take for art to be heart stopping or breathtaking? How do we appreciate art? This course 
will give you the confidence to understand art as a visual language that richly rewards sensitive 
engagement. The course will include theory and accessible practical sessions. It will focus on the 
major exhibition Lands of Light: Lloyd Rees and Tasmania, currently open at TMAG. Lloyd Rees was 
one of the pre-eminent Australian landscape artists of the 20th century. This exhibition brings a new 
perspective to Rees’ work as it explores his relationship with Tasmania and celebration of Tasmania’s 
unique natural light. Maximum = 14 
 
 
TUESDAY 11.30 – 12.30 

 
Aspects of Environmental History    Theatre  S 
 
• Droughts, Floods and Fires: aspects of Australian Environmental History 

(3 weeks: 11, 18, 25 September)   Don Garden  
The climate has been highly significant in shaping human occupation of the land masses now known 
as Australia. This brief series will reflect on the nature of the Australian climate (principally in eastern 
Australia and Tasmania) and outline the challenges it has presented for human occupation and how it 
has shaped our history. 
 
• Ecology Underfoot: the Beauty and Interest of ignored ecosystems 

(1 October)      Jamie Kirkpatrick 
This is the title of Jamie’s latest book which is to be launched on October 12.  
       

https://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/whats_on/exhibitions/current_upcoming/info/lands_of_light_lloyd_rees_and_tasmania
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• A Big History of Land Clearance and Deforestation 
 (8 October)       Jamie Kirkpatrick 
The explosion in fossil fuel usage from the 19th century onwards enabled exponential growth in 
human populations and cleared land with the consequential crash in forest cover. While settlements, 
roads, logging, plantation establishment and dam construction have all contributed to the decrease in 
the native terrestrial cover of the planet, their contribution has been minor compared to the massive 
impact of agricultural development. 
 
The History of the World in Five Lectures   
 
(5 weeks: 15 October – 12 November)  Hamish Maxwell-Stewart Theatre H 
In this series Hamish Maxwell-Stewart will explore the history of the world from the advent of farming 
to the present.  
Key questions include: 
Why did the West industrialise before the East? What were the global implications of the European 
conquest of the Americas and who should be counted as history’s winners and losers? 
 
 
TUESDAY 11.30 – 1.00 

 
Canasta     Self-directed   Retreat  SS 
 
A continuation course of this entertaining and strategic game. 
 

 
 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 
WEDNESDAY 10.00 – 11.00 

 
Refine Your French   Elizabeth Eden  Lecture Room  L 
 
This course is for those whose previous language study and/or experience enables them to 
participate in lively conversation in everyday French in a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere. Topics 
include aspects of France and its culture, history, literature and modern life. The class is conducted in 
French, so a solid foundation in the language is required. With effective communication a priority, 
correct pronunciation and various elements of grammar are addressed as the need arises. Preference 
in enrolment is given to continuing class members. 
 
Calligraphy     Christine Farmer Board Room  A 
 
We will work with pen and ink on the script which was developed for speed and simplicity during the 
Renaissance, a most popular and versatile script in C21. In addition, we can also work on a variety of 
projects suitable for beginners and continuers. There will be a small charge for materials. 
 
Explorers & Legacies: A Tale of Two Islands    Mike & Rosie Severs   Theatre H 
 
(5 weeks: 11 September – 9 October)     
Two islands, Tasmania and Norfolk Island, both former British colonies with dark convict pasts. Both 
evolved their own unique histories which sometimes met and twisted around each other like threads 
of DNA. Here are some of their stories. 

 
11 September:  Abel Tasman: A Very Able Navigator 
18 September:  Elizabeth Fry and the Rajah Quilt 
25 September:  Norfolk Island: From Island Paradise to Convict Hell 
2 October:  Norfolk Island; From Mutineers’ Haven to Tourist Paradise 
9 October: The Sloop Norfolk: A Little Ship with a Big Story 
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WEDNESDAY 10.00 – 11.00 

 
Russia and Indonesia    Peter Jones  Theatre SS 
 
(5 weeks:16 October – 13 November)  
This short course covers the ‘construction’ of modern Russia, going back over a thousand years of 
history, and the “construction” of modern Indonesia, our big neighbour, about which we hear little in 
the daily news. Their histories are important to understand today because of current tensions and 
conflicts that have their origins in the past. 

 
WEDNESDAY 11.30 – 12.30 

 
Behind the News for Grown-Ups         Adela Morton      Board Room SS 
 
Is celebrity culture not your idea of a satisfying news diet? Take a weekly look at Tasmanian, national 
and international affairs. Have your say and listen to others on what matters today. 
 
Retrieve Your French    Elizabeth Eden      Lecture Room L 
 
This is a continuing course, but structured to accommodate new class members. The emphasis is on 
reading and pronunciation to enable confident conversation. The class is using Short Stories in 
French for Beginners by Olly Richards and Richard Simcott, ISBN 978-1-473-68343-3, available from 
Fullers and elsewhere. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 11.30 – 12.30 

 
Australian H. sapiens 200,000 years Pre-history    John Pollard    Theatre H 
 
(8 weeks:11 September – 30 October) 
This course will trace the emigration of early humans from Africa on the long journey via Asia to 
Australia and Tasmania.  It will examine early seafaring, development of languages, and genetic 
records of internal migrations.    

 
11 September: Emigration from Africa 
18 September: Journey India to Wallacea 
25 September: Immigration into Australia 
2 October: Exploring Australia and Tasmania 
9 October: Extinction of Megafauna 
16 October: Prehistoric lifestyle 
23 October: Emigration and exploration of Oceania 
30 October: Australian art through (pre-)history 

 
 
WEDNESDAY 1.00 - 3.00 

 
Drawing (continued)  Jane Monaghan  Board Room A 
 
This is a continuation class for those with some drawing experience. Leadership/coordination in the 
group is shared by members, who take it in turns to choose the weekly tasks, sessions and activities. 
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THURSDAY 
 

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00 
 
Advanced French    Marilyn Pinkard  Board Room L 
 
These sessions are designed for those with a good knowledge of French. The course provides an 
opportunity for discussion of a variety of topics, according to the needs and interests of the group. 
 
Guided Spanish Conversation Level A1-B1   Sally Gill    Lecture Room  L 
 
The course will provide Spanish conversation practice in an interactive, inclusive and relaxed 
environment to help participants improve vocabulary and fluency and gain confidence in general 
speaking skills. Each class will have a theme/topic to encourage dialogue and exchange. 
 
 
THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.15 

 
Mah Jong     Self-conducted  Retreat  SS 
 
Mah Jong can be played in different ways. In this class we learn how it is played in China. 
 
 
THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00 

 
Kaleidoscope     Kathy Brown (conv)  Theatre SS 
 
12 September:   David Bowker  
 
Can Renewables Work in Australia? 
Unfortunately the future direction for electricity in Australia has become a political football. Urgent 
action is needed if customers are not to pay more than they need and face blackouts. In this talk, 
David will cover the professional predictions of the future so you can be better informed on the  
real issues. 
 
 
19 September:  Justin White 
 
Marinus Link: How Tasmania Benefits from a Stronger Connection with Mainland Australia 
The project to install a second electricity cable between Tasmania and Victoria has been a source of 
misunderstanding and public debate since its inception, including the benefits that Tasmanians will 
derive. This presentation by Marinus Link explains the project details, the national and Tasmanian 
energy industry context, where Marinus Link fits in and how Tasmanians will benefit. 

 
 

26 September:  Lord Mayor Councillor Anna Reynolds 
 
Key Issues Impacting Hobart 
This session will canvass topics the Lord Mayor wants to discuss, including current issues impacting 
Hobart. It would also be interesting to hear Anna's views on climate change, what does 
Tasmania/Australia need to do to reach the Paris targets. 
 
3 October:  Stephen Davy 
 
The Renewable Energy Transition – opportunities for Tasmania and Australia 
Steve Davy, ex-CEO of Hydro Tasmania and now company director and adviser to energy 
companies, will discuss developments in renewable energy, its use in replacing liquid fuels, and how 
that can benefit Tasmania and Australia. 
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THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00 

 
Kaleidoscope (cont.) 
 
10 October:  Lucinda Sharp 
 
Nomadic Dreamin’ – A life of change, from army brat to dancer, to psychologist, to publisher ... 
Join Lucinda Sharp as she talks about her amazing life. Lucinda danced with The Australian Ballet 
from 1974-1984, rising to the rank of senior soloist. After her performance career, she became a 
rehearsal director, worked with a number of professional companies, then graduated with a Masters in 
Clinical Psychology. Lucinda currently runs Forty South and is a Dance Tutor with MADE - Mature 
Artists Dance Experience. 
 
 
17 October:  Tim Jarvis  
Winner of Bookshop of the Year 2024 - Fullers Bookshop 
Tim Jarvis started at the shop in 2013 as a volunteer running a philosophy reading group before 
joining the regular staff in 2015. Tim is passionate about literature and literacy and is continuing to 
grow the diverse range of literary activities Fullers has become famous for. In 2023, he also 
established a new literacy initiative, aiming to give away $100,000 worth of books over five years to 
promote literacy and the love of reading. 
 
 
24 October:   Neil Spark 
 
Bribery, Corruption and Tasmania's longest-serving Premier 
Robert Cosgrove's story is one of political survival. He was the head of our state's government for a 
total of 26 years; the first and only premier to be charged with bribery and corruption. A Supreme 
Court jury found him not guilty. He won an election not long after and served another 10 years. This is 
the story of what happened in an era when politics was played without the antipathy and animosity we 
so often see today. 
 
 
31 October:  Dr Matt Killingsworth 
 
Everything You Need to Know About the US Election 
While clichéd, this year’s US presidential election is arguably the most important in a generation. On 
the eve of the poll, Dr Matt Killingsworth will analyse the important moments and events leading up to 
the November 5 election and discuss the possible outcomes. 
 
 
7 November:  Patrick Gregory 
 
Libraries, Literature and Literacy 
In 2023, Hobart was declared a UNESCO City of Literature for its rich history of writing and publishing 
and its vibrant contemporary literary scene.  
While half our population may be readers, the other half doesn’t have the skills needed for daily life. 
Libraries cross both worlds and this presentation by Libraries Tasmania Acting Executive Director, 
Patrick Gregory, will take us behind the scenes of Libraries Tasmania as the agency celebrates its 
history and imagines what the future may hold. 
 
 
14 November:  Elizabeth Freeman 
 
Medieval England in the Dark Ages…. part 2 
What do these three things have in common, a hand-written copy of the Bible weighing 35 kgs; a 
Christian monk who never travelled outside Northumbria and yet whose writings on history, theology, 
and linguistics, to name a few, were best sellers in Medieval Europe; and an abbess who organised 
an international church council? Come to this session to learn about Bede, Hilda, and more from the 
7th and 8th Century northern England. 
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THURSDAY 11.30 – 12.30 
 
Czechoslovakia: A Rollercoaster Ride from Despotism to Democracy and 
Back        Neil Spark Theatre  SS 
 
(5 weeks: 12 September – 10 October) 
Czechoslovakia is a new country founded 126 years ago. It arose from the disintegration of the five-
centuries-old Austro-Hungarian empire and quickly developed into a thriving democracy. But 
despotism came with the Nazis who were replaced by Communists dominated by the Soviet Union. 
This course is about what happened and why.  
 
US Election Update and Discussion   Neil Spark  Theatre  SS 
 
(5 weeks: 17 October – 14 November) 
The most crucial US election in decades will be on 5 November. The future of the republic's 
democracy and the nation's western world leadership is on the line, the repercussions of which will 
affect everyone. Each session will begin with a short précis of what happened in the previous week 
followed by a discussion about those events.  
 
Spanish 101 (continued) Level A1-A2  Sally Gill  Board Room  L 
 
Improve your Spanish grammar and communication skills for personal development or travel  
with this elementary course in Castellano. The grammar, vocabulary and expressions taught will focus 
on communication in everyday situations. This is a continuing class, not an introductory course. 
 
French Conversation (Intermediate)  C.Moore & L. Risby    Lecture Room  L 
 
This course will build on students’ existing level of French through readings and conversation. It aims 
to extend their knowledge of vocabulary and French culture in a relaxed environment. 
 
My Mobile Phone; What else can it do? Sue Mulcahy Common Room S 
	
(5 weeks: 17 October – 13 November) 
Our mobile phones can do much more than embarrass us by ringing at inappropriate times. This five-
week course will look at other tasks our mobile phones can help with. Topics will include: using the 
camera, handy gadgets, help with travel and in emergencies. 
 
THURSDAY 1.00 - 2.00 

 
Reading Poetry for Pleasure    Heather Chauncy Lecture Room H 
 
Come and join a dedicated group of those who love poetry and believe it can only be fully appreciated 
when read aloud. Everyone is welcome. Just bring your favourite poems. 
 
THURSDAY 1.30 - 2.30 

 
Reading Shakespeare    Robert Jarman  All Saints H 
 
We continue our reading of the history plays, in order of reign, with The Tragedy of King Richard II. 
This stately play looks back to England’s lost medieval past while also reflecting on Shakespeare's 
disquieting Elizabethan present. Newcomers are welcome; bring your own copy of the play. 
 
THURSDAY 1.00 – 3.00 

 
Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic    Self-conducted  Board Room  A 
 
Come and join us for companionship while doing our own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday     
9.45-11.00  German Conversa,on Antje Fox BR 
10.00-11.00  Bhutan’s Gross Na.onal Happiness   (5 weeks: 14/10-11/11) Rosie Barry LR 
10.00-11.00  Observa,ons in Astronomy (online) Peter Taylor Zoom 
11.15-12.30  Wri,ng Workshop John McRae BR 
11.30-12.30  IT Help                                                                (3 weeks: 9/9 -23/9) Graeme Ingram LR 
11.30-12.30  Garden Talks                                               (5 weeks: 14/10-11/11) Sue Smillie LR 
11.30-12.30  Basic German Antje Fox CR 
1.00-2.00  Italian: first steps Gianna Staples BR 
2.00-3.00  Italian: ancora un pó Gianna Staples BR 
Tuesday     
10.00-11.00  Travellers’ Tales David Waters (conv) TH 
10.00-11.00  Introduc,on to Sketching                            (5 weeks: 10/9-8/10) John Paton BR 
10.00-11.00  Play Reading con,nued John Trigg LR 
10.00-11.00  Canasta for Beginners                                 (5 weeks: 10/9-8/10) Stuart Heathorn RT 
11.00-12.30  Art Apprecia,on at TMAG                          (5 weeks: 10/9-8/10) Art Guides TMAG 
11.30-12.30  Aspects of Our Environment                     (5 weeks: 10/9-8/10) Don Garden 

Jamie Kirkpatrick 
TH 

11.30-12.30  History of the World in Five Lectures      (5 weeks: 15/10-12/11) H. Maxwell-Stewart TH 
11.30-1.00  Canasta Self-directed RT 
Wednesday     
10.00-11.00  Refine your French Elizabeth Eden LR 
10.00-11.00  Calligraphy ChrisZne Farmer BR 
10.00-11.00  Explorers and Legacies: Two Islands    (5 weeks: 11/9-9/10) M & R Severs TH 
10.00-11.00  Russia and Indonesia                               (5 weeks: 16/10-13/11) Peter Jones TH 
11.30-12.30  Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton BR 
11.30-12.30  Australian H. sapiens 200,000 years     (8 weeks: 11/9-30/10) John Pollard TH 
11.30-12.30  Retrieve your French Elizabeth Eden LR 
1.00-3.00  Drawing con,nued Jane Monaghan BR 
Thursday     
10.00-11.00  Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard BR 
10.00-11.00  Guided Spanish Conversa,on Sally Gill LR 
10.00-11.00  Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv.) TH 
10.00-11.15  Mah Jong Self-directed RT 
11.30-12.30  Spanish 101 Sally Gill BR 
11.30-12.30  French Conversa,on C. Moore/L. Risby LR 
11.30-12.30  Czechoslovakia: a Rollercoaster Ride   (5 weeks: 12/9-10/10) Neil Spark TH 
11.30-12.30  US Elec,on Update & Discussion           (5 weeks: 17/10-14/11) Neil Spark TH 
11.30-12.30   My Mobile Phone: What else can it do? Sue Mulcahy CR 
1.00-2.00  Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR 
1.00-3.00  Pain,ng Class: watercolour/acrylic Self-directed BR 
1.30-2.30  Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman AS 
Nov 20th  **Government House Experience**         10 am – 12 noon   
Volunteer  Class secretary   
Volunteer  IT/AV support   
Volunteer  Morning tea, office etc   

                          Enrolment Form 
Spring Term 2024  (Monday 9 September – Thursday 14 November) 

Enrolments Open: Monday 12 August 
Post to: ENROLMENT SECRETARY, U3A HOBART INC., PO BOX 71, SANDY BAY 7006 

(separate form for each member) 
Surname…………………………………………………………….            First Name…………………………………………………………………. 

 
   Phone……………………………………………………….                 Email…………………………………………………………………………………….…. 


