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President’s Report

The formation of a Tasmanian U3A network, to be affili-
ated with U3A Australia, was recommended at a recent 
forum of Tasmanian U3As held at Campbell Town.

Those in attendance agreed that sharing experiences  
and discussing issues with other U3As would be 
worthwhile. It would also allow us access to online 
classes offered by a number of U3As throughout  
Australia, and we would join in national U3A advocacy 
initiatives and resource sharing. The national network 
also provides cheaper insurance, the “One Music” 
licence, and copyright protection.

U3A Australia would support the formation of a state 
network by managing the process, providing secretarial 
and operating support and sourcing any necessary 
funds. U3A Australia has also promised to ensure  
the management of the proposed network would not 
place another bureaucratic layer of unreasonable  
administration on member U3As. Members would  
simply need to provide a delegate to three or four 
meetings annually, mostly via Zoom.

It was agreed at the forum that the proposed network 
be named U3A Tasmanian Network Inc, and that U3A 
Australia facilitate a meeting via Zoom of representa-
tives of the U3As in Tasmania to formally confirm:

1. Adoption of the name.
2. Approval of the purpose of the network.
3.  Appoint the office-bearers (president, vice-president, 

secretary, treasurer and at least one general  
committee person.

4.  Formally approve lodgement of an application  
to incorporate.

5. Set a quarterly forum program.
U3A Hobart proposes to confirm it is prepared to 

become a member of U3A Tasmania Network Inc and 
that a committee member will attend a Zoom formal 
meeting in early May to form the network.

David Waters      
email: davidwaters41@gmail.com

Patron: Margaret Reynolds
President: David Waters
Vice-President: John Green

Treasurer: Ches Bogus
Secretary: Maria Rolls
email: secretary@u3ahobart.org.au
Membership & Enrolment Secretary:
Larainne Robertson
email: membership@u3ahobart.org.au
I.T. support: Tim McDougall 0438 533 396
Newsletter editor: Bronwen Holly
email: newseditor@u3ahobart.org.au
Course enquiries to:
academic.program@u3ahobart.org.au

Committee members:
Kathy Brown, Tim Mc Dougall, Larainne Robertson, 
Neil Spark, Ken Johnson and Alison Waters,  
Richard Upton

Term Dates 2024
Term 2: 11 June – 15 August
Term 3: 9 September – 14 November
Academic Co-ordinators:
Humanities (H): Kitty Courtney 6221 5307
Languages (L): Lisa Risby. 0417 554 546
Science, Art, Music (SAM):  
Sue Mulcahy 0409 286 797
Social Science (SS) & website:  
Alison Waters 0418 548 352

Kunanyi in winter: the pinnacle from the north                                          
Source: JTDocs 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48498890

Kathy Brown, Tim McDougall, Larainne Robertson,
Neil Spark, Ken Johnson, Alison Waters,
Richard Upton
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Cultivating the art of financial mastery

Ches Bogus, our indefatigable Treasurer, has been a 
tower of strength for U3A Hobart for many years. His 
extensive knowledge of state and local government 
finances, together with his financial expertise and his 
meticulous attention to detail in every aspect of our 
operation, is of enormous benefit. In particular, Ches 
helped guide us through the significant period of 
transition from the Philip Smith building to the univer-
sity at Sandy Bay.
David Waters

 
In 2012 Ches Bogus was introduced to U3A Hobart 
by two of his neighbours and soon enrolled in several 
classes. He was impressed by the voluntary involve-
ment of tutors and the many members who organ-
ised classes, furniture and equipment, looked after 
morning tea, and those who (behind the scenes) took 
care of membership and financial records.

It wasn’t long before his accounting background 
was discovered and in 2014 he was appointed 
Treasurer on the Committee of Management and has 
continued in that role ever since.

Ches’ interest in accountancy was a matter of 
chance. Born of Polish parents during WWII he spent 
five years with family in various “displaced persons 
camps” in Germany. They migrated to Australia 
(Launceston) in 1950 with empty pockets, no  
English, but lots of hope.  Hard work was the obvious 
solution to the situation.

Ches excelled academically at school and, to  
help with family finances, at the age of 12 got a job 
with a wholesale firm, working part-time after school 
and Saturday mornings as well as full-time during 
school holidays.

In his final (matriculation) year, while he was head 
prefect at his college, Ches went into overload. To 
emulate his older brother, he attended two evening 
classes in accountancy every week and, in addition 
to his wholesaler job, he took part in all school sea-
sonal sports, such as rowing, hockey and athletics.

Towards the end of the year, leading up to  
exam-time, he joined the chorus of the comic opera, 
Pirates of Penzance, staged by the college in  
collaboration with an allied all-girls’ school. This led 
to some early dating experiences which, together 
with everything else that was going on, left no time  
or inclination for homework or studies. In Ches’ 
words: “In hindsight it seems I did everything and 
achieved nothing.”

This experience was followed by a couple of years 
working in the private sector then he moved to the 
state public service, but he never took actual holi-
days – instead he found paying jobs during his annual 
leave to finance the temptations on offer during the 
legendary Swinging Sixties.

Following health advice to take a real holiday, he 
booked a three-week cruise of the South Pacific 
which proved to be a circuit breaker. It was there that 
he met his now wife, Dianne, and decided, in ear-
nest, to complete his accountancy studies. “It felt like 
finally I had landed on my feet instead of my face,” 
he says.

Until his official retirement in 2000, Ches was an 
auditor with the Tasmanian Audit Office. For more 
than 30 years, a period he describes as a “privilege” 
and “amazing” it provided him with insight into and 
understanding of all aspects of state and local  
government finances in the areas of treasury,  
parliament, Government House, schools, hospitals 
and municipalities.

Following retirement, he worked for about 10 years 
as a consultant to numerous not-for-profit organisa-
tions, specialising in financial recording/reporting  
and corporate compliance.

These days he keeps an experienced eye on  
U3A Hobart’s financial affairs.

Ches Bogus: landed on his feet
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Sea ice shapes Earth’s polar ecosystems and  
plays a significant role in global climate and world 
economics. University of Tasmania researchers have 
calculated its economic value at a whopping US$180 
billion (A$276 billion) each year. Yet this year its sea 
ice coverage shrank to near-historic lows for the third 
consecutive year, hinting at a long-term shift in condi-
tions in the Southern Ocean, scientists say.

The importance of its krill population is enormous, 
providing essential prey for baleen whales, penguins, 
seals and seabirds and playing a vital role in carbon 
cycling. This term’s Southern Ocean and Antarctica 
series (Tuesdays at 10am), delivered by distin-
guished researchers and academics from Utas and 
Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies sheds light 
on the many aspects of this amazing continent.

Those of you who have been to Neil Spark’s  
presentations will know he is passionate about  
democracy. Another expression of that passion is  
his involvement with the Tasmanian Constitution 
Society of which he is the president.

The TCS works for accountability, democracy and 
transparency in government by lobbying politicians 
and publicising integrity-in-government issues.  
The agreement Premier Jeremy Rockcliff and  
the Jacqui Lambie Network members of parliament 
signed specifies strengthening the Integrity  
Commission, Right To Information legislation, and 
resourcing and improving political donations laws.

You can help hold the government to account,  
ensuring it keeps its integrity promises, by joining  
the TCS, just email tcsmessage@gmail.com.  
For more information visit tcsinfo.com.au.

Antarctica and its global role Help defend democracy

Adélie penguins were named by the French Antarctic explorer,  
Jules Dumont d’Urville, after his wife                      Credit: Jason Auch
Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9703652

Male Elephant seals weigh up to 3628 kilos and may reach  
six metres in length                                              Credit: Jerzy Strzelecki 
Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3007212

Rex at the Maritime Museum

Port of Hobart historian, Rex Cox, has been a popu-
lar presenter at U3A Hobart for many years and now 
he has shared his vast collection of photographs 
documenting Hobart’s docks with the Maritime  
Museum Tasmania, and the museum has curated  
an exhibition, Life of a Port, for ship lovers.

Rex’s stories describe our extraordinary harbour 
and the ships that have visited since he first began 
taking shots of the port in the 1960s. The exhibition 
finishes on 30 June 2024.

The Maritime Museum’s mission is to promote an  
understanding of the maritime heritage of Tasmania 
and its importance to people’s lives through conservation, 
interpretation and presentation of our history.

9am–5pm
16 Argyle Street Hobart 
Tasmania 7000 
Tel: + 61 (03) 6234 1427

Rex Cox in action
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U3A Writing Group student, Richard Upton, gives an example  
of his work produced for his 2023 third-term class.

The Stranger – 18 September 2023
It was just an ordinary coffee in my usual café, but 
then a stranger walked across to my table.

She was about 23, blonde, with green eyes and the 
sort of figure you see in underwear ads. I turned on 
my hearing aid.

“Hi”, she said, “I’m Tanya. I see you here lots  
times, but you shy – so I introduce myself.” She  
had a Russian accent.

“I hope you not mind but I send photo of you to  
my friend, Anya, in Yakizstan. She crazy about you.”

She showed me a photo on her phone. My trifocals 
blurred the image – but I managed to see a volup-
tuous woman, not wearing much, smiling, and sitting 
on a double bed.

“She say you like grandfather figure. You her type 
– short, bald, and fat. She really hot for you and want 
emigrate Tasmania be with you. Problem is air fare.”

I took a chance.
Long story short – there were hitches with air  

tickets and visas. I sent Anya more money, Tanya 
was always there to help.

Several months later I was at Hobart airport waiting 
for Anya to arrive – Tanya’d left the day before on an 
urgent visit to Yakizstan.

I had Anya’s name on a cardboard sign. I took  
her home. We’ve been together three years. 

In the evening we hold hands and watch the telly.  
I’m teaching her English. She’s teaching me knitting.

I’ve supplied Anya with trifocals and a hearing aid. 
And got her some teeth. She’s short and fat with 
more wrinkles than Paul Hogan. I’ve never been 
happier – my world’s changed forever.

© Richard Upton

Term two 2024 enrolments open on Monday 13 May. 
You will not be able to enrol for these classes before 
this date. Enrolments close Friday 24 May.

Enrolment Help
Assistance will be provided at the Annexe from 
9.30am to 11.30pm on 13 and 14 May 2024. 

Enrolments

We thank the following three members who volun-
teered to assist with membership and enrolment 
tasks when we put the call out in the last newsletter:
Ian Lane, Heather Robertson, Richard Upton.
Your ongoing support and contribution to U3A Hobart 
is very much appreciated.

Thank you to three new volunteers

The five-week course, Truth, Lies and Propaganda:  
Media and Government, held last term by Kate  
Eagles, revealed how governments and the  
powerful use the mass media to spread truth,  
lies and propaganda to support their actions/rules/
policies/laws. Wartime media control was discussed, 
leading to the question of censorship, then moved on 
to contemporary dissemination techniques. Among 
its conclusions was that democracy meant govern-
ments could be called to account for their actions.  
It also demonstrated that, for a vibrant and well- 
functioning democracy, it was important citizens were 
well informed, aware, educated, supported openness 
and conducted their own research to determine what 
was truth, lies or propaganda.

Course details

•  Monday 13 May: 
winter term enrolments open

•  Monday and Tuesday, 13 and 14 May:  
enrolment help, in the Annexe 9:30-11:30

•  Thursday 16 May:  
Term 1 ends

•  Monday 3 June:  
T utors’ afternoon tea, in The Annexe 2:30pm

•  Monday 10 June:  
King’s birthday holiday

•  Tuesday 11 June:  
term 2 begins

•  Thursday 15 August:  
term 2 ends

Important  dates
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PROGRAM SUMMARY for WINTER TERM 2024
Tuesday 11th June – Thursday 15th August

Monday Tutor Room

Tuesday Tutor Room

Wednesday Tutor Room

Thursday Tutor Room

9.45–11.00 German Conversation Antje Fox BR
10.00–11.00 Introduction to the Old Testament (5 weeks: 17/6–15/7) David Clarke LR 
10.00–11.00 Observations in Astronomy (online) Peter Taylor  Zoom 
11.15–12.30  Writing Workshop  John McRae  BR
11.30–12.30  From the Menzies Institute (5 weeks: 15/7–12/8)  David Waters (conv.)  TH
11.30–12.30  IT Help (4 weeks 1/7–22/7)  Graeme Ingram  LR
11.30–12.30  Basic German  Antje Fox  CR
1.00–2.00  Italian: first steps  Gianna Staples  BR
2.00–3.00  Italian: ancora un pó  Gianna Staples  BR

10.00–11.00 Southern Ocean & Antarctica Alison Waters (conv.) TH
10.00–11.00 Play Reading continued John Trigg LR
11.00–12.30 Art Appreciation at TMAG (5 weeks: 18/6–16/7) Art Guides TMAG
11.30–12.30 Extinct or Extant part 2: extraordinary birds Sue Jones TH
11.30–12.30 Is Artificial Intelligence an Oxymoron? (5 weeks: 11/6–9/7) L. Crompton/P. Craig BR
11.30–1.30 Five British Classic Films (5 weeks: 16/7–13/8) Richard Upton LR
11.30–1.00 Canasta Self-directed RT
1.00–3.00 Chess with Tricia Tricia Chesterman RT

10.00–11.00 Refine your French Elizabeth Eden LR
10.00–11.00 Calligraphy Christine Farmer BR
10.00–11.00 Understanding Gaza (5 weeks: 12/6–10/7) Peter Jones TH
10.00–11.00 India and China Update (5 weeks: 17/7–14/8) Peter Jones TH
11.30–12.30 Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton BR
11.30–12.30 Retrieve your French Elizabeth Eden LR
11.30–12.30 From Jessie Rooke to Rosalie Woodruff (5wks:12/6–10/7) Margaret Reynolds TH
11.30–12.30 From Mazzini to Mussolini (5 weeks: 17/7–14/8) Stefan Petrow TH
1.00–3.00 Drawing continued Jane Monaghan BR

10.00–11.00 Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard BR
10.00–11.00 Guided Spanish Conversation Sally Gill LR
10.00–11.00 Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv.) TH
10.00–11.15 Mah Jong Self-directed RT
11.30–12.30 Spanish 101 Sally Gill BR
11.30–12.30 French Conversation C. Moore/L. Risby LR
11.30–12.30 Timor-Leste (2 weeks: 13/6–20/6) Ian Sale TH
11.30–12.30 The Man Who Made Trump (8 weeks: 27/6–15/8) Neil Spark TH
1.00–2.00 Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR
1.00–3.00 Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic Self-directed BR
1.30–2.30 Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman AS

August 21st
10am–2pm **Government House Experience**

Room Codes:
BR = Board Room
LR = Lecture Room
CR = Common Room

RT = The Retreat
TH = Theatre, Old Commerce
AS = All Saints Hall, South Hobart



6

PROGRAM DETAILS for WINTER TERM 2024
Tuesday 11th June – Thursday 15th August

MONDAY 9.45 - 11.00

German Conversation  Antje Fox  Board Room  L 

New and continuing students with a prior knowledge of German are very welcome.  
The course will focus primarily on conversation and will include some grammatical assistance.

MONDAY 10.00 - 11.00

Observations on Astronomy  Peter Taylor  Zoom  S 

A view of discovery across the Universe. 
We continue with the examination of the latest news and science from space.

Introduction to the Old Testament  David Clarke  Lecture Room  H

(5 weeks: 17 June-15 July)
The Old Testament contains great stories and characters – think Charlton Heston as Moses and Hedy 
Lamarr as Delilah – but how much of it is history? This five-week course examines fundamental questions 
about the Old Testament. Who wrote the Old Testament books, and when and why were they written? 
What was the name of Israel’s god, and by whom was He first recognised? Was there an exodus of  
Israelites from Egypt? Were David and Solomon historical figures? By the end of this course you will  
know how to differentiate history from biblical ideology.

MONDAY 11.15 - 12.30

Writing Workshop  John McRae  Board Room  H 

After topics are explored in class the writing is done at home. Finished work is discussed in class,  
with constructive comments by group members and tutor in a relaxed atmosphere.

MONDAY 11.30 – 12.30

IT Help  Graeme Ingram  Lecture Room  S

(4 weeks: 1 July-22 July)
Come along and learn some new IT skills, or brush up on those that you already have. This short four-
week course covers a variety of topics, such as Making bookings online, Using Zoom, Defending your 
data and Artificial Intelligence, with particular reference to ChatGPT.

MONDAY 11.30 – 12.30

From the Menzies Institute  David Waters (conv)  Theatre  S 

(5 weeks: 15 July–1 August)
Speakers from the Menzies Institute for medical research will share their knowledge on current medical issues. 

Basic German  Antje Fox  Board Room  L 

We hope to build on members’ existing level of German through conversation, and to extend their  
knowledge of vocabulary in a relaxed atmosphere. Min. class size = 5.
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MONDAY 1.00 – 3.00

Italian: the first steps (1–2 pm)  Gianna Staples  Board Room  L 

This is a class for beginners. You will learn Italian vocabulary, grammar and expressions for the most  
common situations. This course is ideal for preparing you for a visit to il bel paese.

Italian: ancora un pó (2–3pm)  Gianna Staples  Board Room  L 

In this course you will develop more advanced skills through practising conversation, reading, using digital 
resources, extending vocabulary and making connections with grammar. The course will attempt to meet 
your needs in making you more proficient in communicating in Italian.

TUESDAY 10.00 – 11.00

Southern Ocean & Antarctica  Alison Waters (conv)  Theatre  S

June 11  Dr Will Hobbs:  What 2023 Told us About Antarctica’s Future.
June 18  Prof Zanna Chase:  The Southern Ocean during the Last Ice Age.
June 25  Assoc Prof Patti Virtue:  Antarctic Krill Species and the importance of sea ice.
July 2  Prof Elizabeth Leane:   Antarctic Tourism: Opportunity, Threat, or Something In-Between?
July 9  Dale Maschette:  Southern Ocean Fisheries.
July 16  Yuhang Liu:  Ocean Circulation around Antarctica, Ice Shelf & Sea Ice.
July 23  Dr Alyssa Marshell:   Fisheries Science Supporting the Annual Assessment of  

Tasmania’s Scalefish Fishery.
July 30  John Williamson:   Hobart’s Continuing Role as a Gateway to the Southern Ocean, 

the Sub-Antarctic Islands and Antarctica.
August 6  Prof Matt King:  Antarctica’s Contribution to Sea Level.
August 13  Prof Nathan Bindoff:    The Importance of Antarctica in the Global Climate System.

TUESDAY 10.00 – 11.00

Play Reading continued  John Trigg  Lecture Room  H

We will be studying, analysing and sight-reading plays across a range of genres and eras. Class limit = 15.

TUESDAY 11.00 – 12.30

Art Appreciation at TMAG  Art Guides  TMAG  A

(5 weeks: 18 June – 16 July)
What does it take for art to be heart stopping or breathtaking? How do we appreciate art? This course will 
give you the confidence to understand art as a visual language that richly rewards sensitive engagement. 
The course will include theory and accessible practical sessions. It will focus on the major exhibition, 
Lands of Light: Lloyd Rees and Tasmania, currently open at TMAG. Lloyd Rees was one of the pre-eminent 
Australian landscape artists of the 20th century. This exhibition brings a new perspective to Rees, work as 
it explores his relationship with Tasmania and celebration of Tasmania’s unique natural light. 
Class limit = 16

TUESDAY 11.30 – 12.30

Extinct or Extant part 2: more stories of extraordinary birds              Sue Jones             Theatre  S

Come with me on a peripatetic journey through the avian world. Each week we will focus on a group  
of birds that illustrate some particular aspect of bird biology or evolution. While these will include some 
Australian species, we will range across the globe in search of extraordinary (and maybe some more  
ordinary) birds to study.
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TUESDAY 11.30 – 12.30

Is Artificial Intelligence an Oxymoron?          Les Crompton & Pete Craig          Board Room  SS 

(5 weeks: 11 June – 9 July)
The term “Artificial Intelligence” was first used in the 1950s. But it has only entered the common vocab-
ulary in the past couple of years. Where did AI come from and where is it headed? Is it to be embraced 
or feared? Can it be constrained by a code of ethics? There is no consensus answer to these questions. 
However, this should not stop us from applying our human intelligence to the AI enigma. Teaching tools 
may include old-fashioned emailed readings and class discussion. Class limit = 16

TUESDAY 11.30 – 1.30

Classic British Film Appreciation Class          Richard Upton  Lecture Room  A

(5 weeks: 16 July – 13 August)
We’ll look at five British comedies made between 1947-60. Not all films age well, but critics argue these 
have got better – perhaps because of a timeless and uniquely British approach to humour. Look for an 
outstanding cast, witty scripts, and the deft direction of some of Britain’s finest film makers. You may have 
seen them before, but there’s always something new to think about.

We’ll also consider the unintentional historical record provided by the films, with backgrounds often show-
ing Britain still recovering from WW2. The Ealing comedies were an important morale boost to a populace 
struggling to recover from the war.
 • Lady Killers
 • Lavender Hill Mob
 • The Man in the White Suit
 • School for Scoundrels
 • Kind Hearts and Coronets

TUESDAY 11.30 – 1.00 

Canasta Self-directed Retreat  SS

A continuation course of this entertaining and strategic game.

TUESDAY 1.00 – 3.00

Chess with Tricia  Tricia Chesterman Retreat  SS

Learn the basics or learn new strategies, or simply enjoy a game. For beginners and intermediate players.

WEDNESDAY 11.30 – 12.30

Behind the News for Grown-Ups  Adela Morton  Board Room  SS 

Is celebrity culture not your idea of a satisfying news diet? Take a weekly look at Tasmanian, national and 
international affairs. Have your say and listen to others on what matters today.

Retrieve Your French  Elizabeth Eden  Lecture Room  L 

This is a continuing course, but structured to accommodate new class members. The emphasis is on  
reading and pronunciation to enable confident conversation. The class is using Short Stories in French  
for Beginners by Olly Richards and Richard Simcott. ISBN 978-1-473-68343-3, available from Fullers  
and elsewhere.
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WEDNESDAY 11.30 – 12.30

From Jessie Rooke to Rosalie Woodruff: Tasmanian women’s influence in the State Parliament over 
the past 120 Years Margaret Reynolds  Theatre SS

(5 weeks:12 June – 10 July)
A short lecture series that introduces the role of key Tasmanian women who have advocated for equality in 
the corridors of power in the State Parliament.

From Mazzini to Mussolini: Aspects of Italian History c.1831 to 1945

(5 weeks:17 July-14 August)
This course will provide a window on to important political developments of Italian history in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. It includes overviews of the rise of nationalism under Giuseppe Mazzini, the unification 
of Italy (the Risorgimento), the travails of  the ’Liberal period’ (1870–1915), the First World War and ends 
with the rise and fall of fascism under il Duce Benito Mussolini.

WEDNESDAY 1.00 – 3.00

Drawing (continued)  Jane Monaghan  Board Room  A 

This is a continuation class for those with some drawing experience. Leadership/coordination in the group 
is shared by members who take it in turns to choose the weekly tasks, sessions and activities.

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00

Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard Board Room L

These sessions are designed for those with a good knowledge of French. The course provides an  
opportunity for discussion of a variety of topics, according to the needs and interests of the group.

Guided Spanish Conversation  Sally Gill  Lecture Room L 

Level A1–B1 The course will provide Spanish conversation practice in an interactive, inclusive and relaxed 
environment to help participants improve vocabulary and fluency and gain confidence in general speaking 
skills. Each class will have a theme/topic to encourage dialogue and exchange.

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.15

Mah Jong Self-conducted Retreat SS 

Mah Jong can be played in different ways. In this class we learn how it is played in China.

THURSDAY 10.00 – 11.00

Kaleidoscope  Kathy Brown (conv)  Theatre  SS 

13 June:  Professor Cassandra Pybus
A Very Secret Trade: the Dark Story of Gentlemen Collectors in Colonial Tasmania
  Cassandra’s new book uncovers the clandestine trade in Aboriginal bodies by the colonial elite, among 

them four governors, several key politicians and Lady Jane Franklin, as well as George Augustus  
Robinson and Joseph Milligan who were responsible for the care and protection of the few original people 
sent into exile. The single act of Dr William Crowther, of which we hear so much, was only the very smallest 
contribution to this appalling trade that began at Risdon Cove in 1804 and lasted into the 1930s.

20 June:  Emeritus Prof Stefan Petrow
Community Involvement: Shaping Urban Growth in Hobart 1966–82
  This presentation analyses the activities of the Council of Hobart Progress Associations from 1966, when  

it began pushing for a Hobart City plan and for municipal reform. The CHPA stiffened its opposition to  
proposals it considered were not in the best interests of the city. Stefan will focus on how the CHPA  
successfully opposed the Northside Freeway as recommended by successive transportation studies.

                     Emeritus Prof Stefan Petrow      Theatre                                H  
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27 June:  Robyn Lewis
Biodiversity and Habitat Conservation in Southern Tasmania – the importance of remnant habitats
Robyn Lewis is the current custodian of Milford Forest, 40ha of old growth Eucalyptus viminalis (white gum) 
forest in Cambridge, Tasmania. It has never been logged nor cleared, has been managed for conservation 
since 1829 and, as a result, contains many rare fauna and flora species which have been eradicated or 
severely reduced elsewhere. These include 30 species of orchids, two of which are now found nowhere else 
in the world, and are federally listed as critically endangered.

4 July:  Jennifer Mason-Cox
Advance Care Directives Made Easy
In this session Jennifer will cover why planning for your future health care needs and communicating your treat-
ment preferences are so important, and the issues and outcomes to consider in completing an Advanced Care 
Directive. Plenty of examples will be provided to help you record your preferences for care, treatment and outcomes.

11 July:  Elizabeth Ruthven
Joys of Train Travel
Ever considered including train journeys in your holidays? Anecdotes, hints, cautionary tales abound in 
this illustrated overview of the joys and benefits of planning bespoke train travel. This presentation also 
includes some reference to historic development of passenger train travel and station architecture.

18 July:  Sandra Hudd
Life Under Japanese Occupation In Singapore – What was it like for Civilians?
We tend to know more about the POWs and British citizens interned after the WW2 fall of Singapore, 
but what about those who instead had to try to live a normal life in a world turned upside down? Sandra 
touched on this in her previous talk about the Convent of the Holy Infant Jesus, but will now expand on, 
and broaden, the picture for us.

25 July:  Robert Jarman
Is peace possible in the Middle East?
The Tasmanian actor and theatre director spent three months, November 2022–February 2023, living and 
working in Palestinian villages and refugee camps in and around Bethlehem. In this illustrated presentation 
Robert will detail his first-hand experience of the day-to-day reality of life in Palestine and the impact of the 
Israeli Occupation on Palestinian and Israeli societies.

1 August:  Dr Richard Herr
How Do We Explain the 2024 Tasmania Election: Transition or Transformation?
The results of the recent election were so extraordinary that they beg an important double-sided question. 
Are these a one-off voter revolt that exaggerated the effects of a return to the 35 member House of  
Assembly? Alternatively, are they a sign that a transformation of two-party contests of the past is in  
train, leading to a multi-party political system and a more deliberative Parliament?

8 August:  Dr Wendy Bowler
‘9/11’, The Images – Interpreting a Media ‘Tragedy’
What is tragedy? Is there a sense in which it might be thought to revive us? How do we explain its dual 
capacity to both fascinate and repel us? Dr Wendy Bowler will address these age-old questions in the 
context of a contemporary tragedy: the news media’s visual story of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001, particularly the events in New York. As we approach another anniversary, Wendy will review a select 
sequence of images while questioning the limits (when faced with the Falling Man) of our tragic witnessing. 
Warning: some people may find some images distressing.

15 August:  Kim Ellis
Molodyozhnaya: A time capsule of the Soviet Union in Antarctica
From 1962 to 1990 the Soviet Union operated one of the largest research stations in Antarctica,  
Molodyozhnaya. As the Soviet Union weathered the impacts of the war in Afghanistan and the Chernobyl 
disaster, funding for this research ceased and the station was abandoned, suddenly and completely. It sits 
as it was the day the team left, papers on desks, food on tables, calendars on the wall. Kim Ellis visited 
Molodyozhnaya in 2020, with an Australian Antarctic Treaty inspection team and will share his experiences 
and photographs of this unique location.
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THURSDAY 11.30 – 12.30

Timor-Leste Ian Sale Theatre SS

(2 weeks)
 • 13 June: Timor-Leste – the history, geography and demography
 • 20 June: Being a medical volunteer in Timor-Leste.

The Man Who Made Trump  Neil Spark Theatre  SS 

(8 weeks: 27 June-15 August)
Washington’s airport is named after him, he is revered as a great President and he is credited with making 
America great again. Ronald Reagan transformed the United States but not everyone benefited from  
the radical changes made by the self-named conservative. In this eight-week course you’ll find out  
why Reagan has iconic status and how his presidency created the conditions for a New York real-estate- 
developer-turned-television-reality-show-host to come to power, radicalise the Republican party and  
become the biggest threat to US democracy and world stability.

Spanish 101 (continued) Level A1–A2  Sally Gill  Board Room  L 

Improve your Spanish language grammar and communication skills for personal development or travel  
with this elementary course in castellano. The grammar, vocabulary and expressions taught will focus on 
facilitating communication in everyday situations. This is a continuing class, not an introductory course.

French Conversation (Intermediate)  C. Moore & L. Risby  Lecture Room  L

This course will build on students’ existing level of French through readings and conversation. It aims  
to extend their knowledge of vocabulary and French culture in a relaxed environment.

THURSDAY 1.00 – 2.00

Reading Poetry for Pleasure  Heather Chauncy  Lecture Room  H 

Come and join a dedicated group of those who love poetry and believe it can only be fully appreciated 
when read aloud. Everyone is welcome, just bring your favourite poems.

THURSDAY 1.30 – 2.30

Reading Shakespeare  Robert Jarman  All Saints Hall  H

Our long-standing Shakespeare reading group meets a NEW play by Shakespeare (and friends!). First  
performed around 1596, The Raigne of King Edward III was not staged again until 1986. Edward III is the 
first “episode” in Shakespeare’s 10-play history box-set – his very own Game of Thrones. Join us at the 
Battle of Crécy as Edward asserts his claims to the French throne – and (content warning) be prepared  
for some rude remarks about the Scots!

THURSDAY 1.00 – 3.00

Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic  Self-conducted  Board Room  A 

Come and join us for companionship while doing your own paintings in a relaxed atmosphere.

 



12

MONDAY X Course Tutor Room
9.45–11.00 German Conversation Antje Fox BR
10.00–11.00 Introduction to the Old Testament   (5 weeks: 17/6–15/7) David Clarke LR
10.00–11.00 Observations in Astronomy   (online) Peter Taylor Zoom
11.15–12.30 Writing Workshop John McRae BR
11.30–12.30 From the Menzies Institute   (5 weeks: 15/7–12/8) David Waters (conv.) TH
11.30–12.30 IT Help   (4 weeks: 1/7–22/7) Graeme Ingram LR
11.30–12.30 Basic German Antje Fox CR
1.00–2.00 Italian: first steps Gianna Staples BR
2.00–3.00 Italian: ancora un pó Gianna Staples BR
TUESDAY
10.00–11.00 Southern Ocean & Antarctica Alison Waters (conv.) TH
10.00–11.00 Play Reading continued John Trigg LR
11.00–12.30 Art Appreciation at TMAG   (5 weeks: 18/6–16/7) Art Guides TMAG
11.00–12.30 Extinct or Extant part 2: extraordinary birds Sue Jones TH
11.00–12.30 Is Artificial Intelligence an Oxymoron? (5 weeks: 11/6–9/7) L. Crompton/P. Craig BR
11.30–1.30 Five British Classic Films   (5 weeks: 16/7–13/8) Richard Upton LR
11.30–1.00 Canasta Self-directed RT
1.00–3.00 Chess with Tricia Tricia Chesterman RT
WEDNESDAY
10.00–11.00 Refine your French Elizabeth Eden LR
10.00–11.00 Calligraphy Christine Farmer BR
10.00–11.00 Understanding Gaza   (5 weeks: 12/6–10/7) Peter Jones TH
10.00–11.00 India and China Update   (5 weeks: 17/7–14/8) Peter Jones TH
11.30–12.30 Behind the News for Grownups Adela Morton BR
11.30–12.30 Retrieve your French Elizabeth Eden LR
11.30–12.30 From Jessie Rooke to Rosalie Woodruff  (5 weeks: 12/6–10/7) Margaret Reynolds TH
11.30–12.30 From Mazzini to Mussolini   (5 weeks: 17/7–14/8) Stefan Petrow TH
1.00–3.00 Drawing continued Jane Monaghan BR
THURSDAY
10.00–11.00 Advanced French Marilyn Pinkard BR
10.00–11.00 Guided Spanish Conversation Sally Gill LR
10.00–11.00 Kaleidoscope Kathy Brown (conv.) TH
10.00–11.15 Mah Jong Self-directed RT
11.30–12.30 Spanish 101 Sally Gill BR
11.30–12.30 French Conversation C. Moore/L. Risby LR
11.30–12.30 Timor-Leste   (2 weeks: 13/6-20/6) Ian Sale TH
11.30–12.30 The Man Who Made Trump   (8 weeks: 27/6–15/8) Neil Spark TH
1.00–2.00 Reading Poetry for Pleasure Heather Chauncy LR
1.00–3.00 Painting Class: watercolour/acrylic Self-directed BR
1.30–2.30 Reading Shakespeare Robert Jarman AS
August 21st **Government House Experience**  10am–2pm

ENROLMENT FORM    Winter Term 2024  (Tuesday 11 June – Thursday 15 August)
Enrolments Open: Monday 13 May (separate form for each member)
Post to: ENROLMENT SECRETARY, U3A HOBART INC., PO BOX 71, SANDY BAY 7006

Surname:..................................First Name:.................................Phone:..................................Email.......................................

Can you help out this term?     Class secretary        IT/AV support        Morning tea, office & other help  


