THE PATH LESS TRAVELLED

A personal journey to some of Europe’s lesser known museums and historical sites.

Summary

Europe has a vast array of impressive museums
and historical sites. This is a personal journey to
some of the less prominent and at times
downright quirky museums and historical sites
that | found intriguing and surprising. This
journey will take you from the Balkans through
Central and eastern Europe before ending our
journey in the cooler climes of Scandinavia and
Iceland.

By way of background, | lived and worked in those
parts of Europe for most of the last decade from
2013 to 2019 as a senior trade and investment
official for the Australian Government.

Now | remain a frequent traveller to Europe and
seek out museums and historical sites that pique
my interest and as a result some places are a tad
eclectic through to down right strange!
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Whilst some of these historical sites and museums
are in the tourist guides they are to my mind visited
less than the “hero” museums in these countries.

| will also provide a few bonus museums for you to
consider if you get to these locations.

SLIDE 2

To start it is probably useful to understand my
approach to travel -

Personal interest - C20th history with a touch of
social history. Less art more history.

Time - immersion rather than ticking-off items on a
bucket list

Be Curious -places less travelled, eclectic and at

times strange. If you are curious time is your friend.
SLIDE 3

Let’s hit the trail!
SLIDE 4 and Slide 5
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Croatia - Museum of Broken Relationships

Let our journey begin in Zagreb Croatia with the
Museum of Broken Relationships - how could you
NOT visit such an intriguing museum.

Museum of Broken Relationships started as a
creative art project in 2006 and | visited it in about
2015/16.

The Museum has a collection of items, each a
memento of a relationship past, accompanied by a
personal, yet anonymous story of its contributor.
Unlike ‘destructive’ self-help instructions for
recovery from grief and loss, the Museum offers the
chance to overcome an emotional collapse through
creativity - by contributing to its universal
collection.

| have selected a few of those stories told by the
donors of these items to share with you.
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A 3-volume Proust -

These battered, sand-strewn volumes are
emblematic of a long love relationship which has
recently ended. Soon after | married my wife, we
got into an addictive Proust habit - | used to read
the novel out loud to her, especially when we were
on holiday...in the Algarve -

| still think it's the best way to enjoy Proust - ...
some summers it felt like we were in a sort of
ménage a trois, with Proust as the funny, neurotic
third party, brilliant at rhapsodizing on the theme of
love ... Perhaps it's symbolic that, unlike Proust, we
never got to the end -

the last 200 or so pages are unread, in an envelope,
detached from the final volume to save on luggage
weight

A stiletto shoe -

This tale is maybe best not to share in polite
company if you are interested | will leave you to
look this one up and many other quite racy tales!
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A Forget-me-not porcelain doll

My first true love. We got together just before we
started our studies and we became adults together.
We studied and lived together, and then finally
realized that we had different expectations for the
future. We separated quite suddenly without saying
goodbye properly. Six months after the separation |
got this doll from his parents as a Christmas
present together with a letter explaining that the
doll's name is Forget-me-not and that they hope |
will never forget them. They were always so good to
me and | really loved them. | have not forgotten.
And | never will. - NEXT SLIDE 6

The Ex - Axe
She was the first woman that | let move in with me.

A few months after she moved in, | traveled to the
US. She could not come along. At the airport we
said goodbye in tears, and she was assuring me
she could not survive three weeks without me. |
returned after three weeks, and she said: “l fell in
love with someone else. ......... She immediately

went on holiday with her new girlfriend while her
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furniture stayed with me. Not knowing what to do
with my anger, | finally bought this axe ...

In the 14 days of her holiday, every day | axed one
piece of her furniture. | kept the remains there, as
an expression of my inner condition. The more her
room filled with chopped furniture acquiring the
look of my soul, the better | felt. Two weeks after
she left, she came back for the furniture. It was
neatly arranged into small heaps and fragments of
wood. She took that trash and left my apartment for
good.

A magnifying glass - Manilla, Philippines

She gave it to me as a remembrance before | left. |
never did get why she gave me a magnifying glass
nor did she ever explain what it meant. But she
always said she felt “small” whenever she was
around me.

A hamburger toy -2011 - 2012
Differdange, Luxembourg
His dog left more traces behind than he did.
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SLIDE 7
Lets now move onto Belgrade Serbia home of
one of the Nicola Tesla Museums.

Fascinating man who is claimed by both Serbia and
Croatia! Born in Croatia in the Austro Hungarian
Empire of Serbian heritage. | Visited the museum in
Belgrade Serbia and there is another museum
dedicated to Nikolas Tesla in Croatia.
He was truely a great man whose good name has
sadly been expropriated by a billionaire with
extreme views.
As a quick reminder Nikolas Tesla invented
- AC power which was superior to Edison’s DC.
AC also enabled hydroelectric power
» Tesla coil and electromagnetism was important
precursor to radio transmission
« Contributed to development of fluorescent
lighting, x-rays robotics
- Had over 300 patents
This is a small museum in Belgrade but highlights
the inventiveness and genius of this man.
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BONUS Museum in Belgrade is - Belgrade military
museum - Move onto Map page - SLIDE 8 then
Slide 9 - BEER
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Beer, Beer and more Beer

Let’s now continue our journey to Czechia. On this
journey we will not go to Prague with its beautiful
architecture museums and castle, Rather we are
going to seek out BEER!

The town of Pilsen is about 78 km west of Prague
and is a town that appears to be almost totally
dedicated to Beer!

Pilsen has a strong tradition of brewing since the
city’s foundation 1295 when King Wenceslaus Il
granted Pilsen’s city homes the right to brew, but
the quality was highly variable. This came to a
head in 1838 when 36 barrels of beer were poured
out on the city square. The effort to better the
quality of their beer led the Pilsen brewers to found
a new brewery - Pilsner Urquell and calling in
Bavarian brewmaster who would produce a
beverage with a delicious, new taste - Pilsner beer.
The brewery tour is excellent and takes you down
Into the traditional cellars with cask matured beers
(1,000 hl pa) and an opportunity to see the bottling
plant that producers 120,000 bottles per hour!
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In the city centre there is A small brewery museum
worth visiting! This is contained in an original
brewing house from the 15th century. The museum
tells the story of the production and consumption of
beer from its early days and all the way to the
present.

The Left field and unexpected museum in Pilsen is
the General Patton Museum.

By way of background - On 6 May 1945, in the
final days before the end of World War Il in Europe,
Plzen was liberated from Nazi Germany by General
Patton's Third Army. They remained in Plzen until
late November 1945. A sad chapter and largely
unknown chapter was the ethnic cleansing of
around 3 million Germans from occupied
Czechoslovakia in 1945 and 46.

FYI more than 10 million ethnic Germans were
expelled from Poland.
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This is a private museum that is dedicated to the
journey of the allied forces from the Normandy
landings to West Bohemia. An array of original
artefacts and veterans’ personal items are on
display here.

BEWARE- every attraction you visit in Pilsen will
give you free beer vouchers. So if you are driving as
| was you can choose not yo take advantage of this
opportunity!

SLIDE 10 Map - and Slide 11
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Switzerland and Germany
Lets now move onto Germany and Switzerland

Let’s start in Basel on the Rhine River it is home to
many global life sciences companies and also
home of the fondue cheese dog. A heart attack in a
bun! SLIDE 12 -

It is also importantly home to Swiss painter and
sculptor Jean Tinguely (1925-1991).

1. The Fasnachtsbrunnen water feature was built
between 1975 and 1977. It stands on the site of the
stage of Basel’s old city theatre, which was
demolished in 1975 and replaced by today’s theatre
complex The ten figures were designed and
executed by the Jean Tinguely and are arranged
like actors or dancers on a stage, performing the
same spectacle over and over again, though no two
performances are ever alike.

A Fantastic and interesting water feature that
should wet your appetite for more of Tinguely’s

works!
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2. The museum opened in 1996 and holds the
world’s largest collection of Tinguely’s works,
ranging from early reliefs to large-scale kinetic
sculptures

The museum’s permanent display includes
Tinguely’s kinetic sculptures, together with
illustrations, photographs, and archival materials
related to his life and work.

Slide 13 However, you don’t need to travel to Basel

to see his works as Mona has one of his kinetic
sculptures!
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Slide 14

The next stop is the Vitra Campus and although it
is in Germany the easiest access is via Basel in
Switzerland. It is just a short taxi (15 minutes) over
the border in Germany.

For lovers of design and world class architecture
The Vitra Campus is a fabulous site to get lost in.

| have visited the site a few times and it has
fascinating permanent and temporary exhibitions,
design archives and a comprehensive furniture
collection all contained in buildings designed by the
world renowned architects.

The main building, Vitra Haus was competed and
designed by Herzog & de Meuron a Basel based
practice that also designed Tate Modern,
Elbpharmonie in Hamburg Beijing Olympic national
stadium. It projects 12 individual houses that float
up to 15 metres over each other, creating a “stack
of houses” that almost looks chaotic. This is the

main display and gift shop - it is a stunning space.
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The prominent architect Zaha Hadid designed the
Fires Station in 1993 - it plays with your sense of
perspective when inside due to shifting angles and
heights.

Frank Gehry designed in 1989 the Vitra Design
Museum to house some of its collection as well as
visiting displays.

One building on the surface which does not appear
to exciting is the large factory building which is clad
In corrugated sheeting which seems to disappear! It
was designed by Pritzker Architecture award
winning Japanese architects SAANA and
completed in 2012.

A truely fascinating site worth visiting!
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SLIDE 15

Lets now move on to Frankfurt a city | lived in for
about 18 months. It is also known as Mainhattan
as it is a city of skyscrapers on the Mainz river!
Ironically after concluding my time in Germany |
ended up in Manhattan in NYC!

Frankfurt as a business centre is an unlikely
location for museums in some ways. Most of us
know it as a transport and business hub for
Germany and Europe, it is a surprising city with
much more to see than meets the eye!

It has a rich collection of museums mostly on the
banks of the Mainz River all within easy walking
distance from CBD and historic town centre. You
have an opportunity to see a lot in a short period of
time.

St Paul’s Cathedral - home of first German national
parliament in 1848 - The Frankfurt Parliament was
the first freely elected parliament for all of Germany.

Go though the list of museums briefly !
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- Goethe House

-Stadel and Museum of Modern art

*Museum of Communications

- Carictura

- German Film Institute & Film Museum
*MOMEM - Museum of Modern Electronic Music
Money Museum of the Deutsche Bank

*Historical museum of Frankfurt
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SLIDE 16

There are so many more museums across Germany
and Berlin in particular has such a rich history. So
plenty of opportunities to induce your interests
beyond the Pergamon and museums of Museum
Island

Berliner Unterwelten is a NFP that maintains and
operates tours of some key underground sites in
Berlin. Two highlights are “From Flaktowers to
Mountains of Debris” three were built, and after the
war they were “demilitarised” or blown up.
However, the Flak tower in Humboldthain Park in
Gesundbrunnen was only partially destroyed.

You can see three of the seven floors of one of the
biggest bunkers in the city. FYI there is an intact
tower in Hamburg - truely massive

Second is the Subways, Cold War Bunkers tour
During the Cold War, Berlin's underground system
became important for civil defence. You have an
opportunity to see shelters designed to protect in
time of nuclear war.
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Another site is Teufelsberg - | was curious about
this site after watching Berlin Station - a spy thriller
on SBS.

Teufelsberg Is a non-natural hill in Berlin, Germany,
It rises about 80 metres above the surrounding land
in the north of Berlin's Grunewald Forest.

It was named after the Teufelssee (Devil's Lake) in
its southerly vicinity. The hill is made of

debris and rubble, from the ruins of Berlin at the
end of WW?2.

During the Cold War in 1963, the US National
Security Agency(NSA) built one of its largest
listening stations atop the hill. The American
soldiers who worked there around the clock
who commuted there from their quarters in the
American Sector, as the hill was located in the
British Sector.

Final Bizarre and accidental find is a VW showroom

on Unter den Linden near Brandenburg gate - An
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exhibition of iconic designs over the last century
that has a bit of bias towards VW - beetle, Porsche
911 through to new electric innovations. It
showcased design icons like the braun stereo, the
humble cassettes tape through to the Panton chair.
This find is a testament to having a touch of
curiosity with time to explore rather than chasing
down all those bucket list items.

BONUS - visit Documentation centres - that aim
to educate and document the crimes of the Nazi
era. They are all across Germany and reflect

Impact on local communities.

BONUS 2 Bauhaus museum - Weimar
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SLIDE 17 -

Poland - go to Hel and get down the salt mines

This was the Travel advice provided to me during
my first week in Poland by an executive from a
Polish company at a welcome reception!

They also offered that Polish national foods were
pizza and sushi! No Borscht or Perogi here!!

Not sure that advice was that helpful!! Although the
Hel Peninsula on the Baltic is a great seaside resort
area and the salt mines are truely amazing!

Poland has a rich and colourful but at times a sad
history. It is also home to a collection of interesting
and world class museums and historic sites.

SIDE 18

Let’s start our visit to Poland with Two Nazi era
sites one you may know and one you are unlikely to
know!
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No. 1

The Wolf’s Lair was Hitler’s East Prussian
headquarters and most notable for the Von
Staffenburg assasination plot in July 1944, The site
is a picturesque part of the country - The Masuriuan
Lake and forest area that is worth a visit by itself! |
had the opportunity of visiting site in summer when
there were quite a few visitors and in winter where
there was myself and a handful of others at best. |
also, had an English language guide who had been
guiding on the site since the 1980’s. His knowledge
was impeccable and my 2.5 hour private tour cost
around $10.

There were around 200 structures on this perfectly
camouflaged site - from massive shelters made of
reinforced concrete, to barracks, guardhouses,
technical and communications facilities.

The bunkers are a site to behold and showed the
Nazis love of concrete and large structures.
Although they may yet be outdone by the latter day
Nero in Washington DC!
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Site 2

After watching this Polish drama series | wanted to
know if these massive underground tunnels were
myth or reality. Spoiler alert they are real!!

The complexes were part of PROJECT Riese
(German for "giant") built between 1943 and 1945.
It consisted of seven underground structures
centred near Ksigz Castle and in the Owl
Mountains in Lower Silesia. | visited Osowka
complex and Ksiaz castle.

The underground complexes are huge and
comprise more than 8,5 km underground galleries
60km narrow gauge railways.

There is real mystery around these and the purpose
of the project remains uncertain because of the lack
of documentation. Some sources suggest that all
the structures were part of the Fuhrer Headquarters
according to others, it was a combination of
headquarters (HQ) and network of underground
arms factories.

The scale of these structures is almost beyond

Imagination.
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SLIDE 19

You cannot and should not avoid the Holocaust
sites and memorials in Poland. Although THEY are
incredibly confronting AND EVEN THOUGH we
know this history you will still be shocked, horrified
and moved. The industrialised murder conducted by
the Nazis should never be forgotten. It still amazes
me that such an advanced society as Germany
could sink to such depravity, ... although in the
current decade parts of the world seem to be
heading in this direction.

The Holocaust was significantly conducted on
Polish soil and Most people are aware of the story
of the Holocaust from images captured at Auswitz
Birkenau.

Please remember that although these atrocities
largely occurred in Poland they are NOT Polish

death camps. They ARE Nazi Death camps that
were located in Poland!
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SLIDE 20. - Treblinka
One Holocaust site although well known is less
visited and that is Treblinka.

Treblinka only operated between July 1942 and
October 1943 as part of Operation Reinhard, the
deadliest phase of the Final Solution. In this period
around 900,000 people following the liquidation of
the Warsaw Ghetto - Let that sink in! Treblinka
unlike Auswitz was not a work camp it was purely
an industrial death camp like Belize and Sobbibor.

This site about 50kms outside Warsaw and it
difficult to visit as the site was flattened and
covered up once its evil purpose of slaughtering
nearly a million people was completed!.

It feels cold empty and the evil beneath your feet is
felt rather than seen.

NEVER FORGET

SLIDE 21

Let’s move onto Warsaw
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| stumbled across this site whilst wandering around
Warsaw residential area and was intrigued by the
tree.

Pawiak is a memoriat site in the Warsaw Ghetto.
Approximately 100,000 people were imprisoned
during the prison's operation, some 37,000 died on
premises (executed, under torture, or during
detention), and 60,000 were transferred to Nazi
concentration camps.

Pawiak tells story go individuals which makes it
moving - A single death is a tragedy; a million
deaths is a statistic attributed to Stalin.

Nearby is also the site of a battle during the

Warsaw Ghetto (April 1943) uprising and
immortalised in Leon Uris’ novel Mila 18!
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SLIDE 22 - Darkness into Light
Lets move from Darkness into the light

This is the iconic image of German Chancellor Willy
Brandt laying a wreath at the memorial to the
Warsaw Ghetto in December 1970. After laying the
wreath he fell to his knees, his head tipping
forwards slightly. Remaining still on the cold
granite.

The memorial which sits within the boundary of the
Warsaw Ghetto is still there today and behind it is
Polin Museum - this is not a holocaust museum
1,000 year history of Polish jews. There is an -
Australian connection to the museum which is a
unique reconstruction of the ceiling of the wooden
synagogue in Gwozdziec. The Australian Jewish
community in Victoria - largest population of
holocaust survivors outside Israel raised funds to
make this beautiful reconstruction.
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Slide 23

Nothing epitomises LIGHT more than NEON Signs.
This museum is a celebration of Cold War neon
signs

It used to be located in Praga on the eastern bank
of the Vistula River but is has recently relocated to
the Palace of Science and Culture - Stalin’s gift to
the people of Warsaw. The largest building in
Warsaw.

THE NEON MUZEUM documents and preserves
the last surviving remnants of the State
'neonisation’ campaign across the former Eastern
Bloc.

This site was reviewed in the Guardian last week
and if you are interested it is worth a read.

SLIDE 24 - Chopin
Music is central to Polish culture and no one is
more important than Fryderyk Chopin . Whilst you

can see the Chopin statue and listen to Chopin
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music every Sunday in kazienki Park, in Central
Warsaw.

However | recommend that you venture out to The
Birthplace of Fryderyk Chopin and Park in
Zelazowa Wola. The museum was opened in 1949,
on the centenary of Fryderyk Chopin’s death.

There is a museum in a Polish manor house. On the
site however the gardens a magnificent with
classical music piped through the gardens and
quite often recitals. It is also a place on
contemplation for Poles who silently ad respectfully
listed to music.

BONUS is Marie Curie Museum in Warsaw,
Poland in the New Town and the museum is in the
18th-century tenement where Marie Curie was born
In 1867. The only person to win two Nobel prizes in
two different disciplines - Physics and chemistry

SLIDE 25 - Salt Mines
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There are so many interesting museums and
historical sites across Poland, but time is against
us.

So we will not visit the superb Solidarity and
History of ww2 museums in Gdansk, nor the
Panorama in Wroclaw - a 114m painting in the
round that depicts the the Kosciuszko Uprising in
1794. Nor will we visit the Gingerbread museum in
Torun. However, we will head to the Salt mines!

The salt mine has been operating from the Middle
Ages until 1964 when mining ceased. It has 245
kms of tunnels and goes down to more than 300m.
Underground you see saline lakes , exhibitions of
old mining tools and machines and the methods of
salt extraction and transport used in the past. The
highlight are the beautiful underground chambers,
including the unique St Kinga’s Chapel.

It is a site that | didn’t expect to enjoy but the sheer
beauty of the chambers is breathtaking.

It is a real surprise packet.
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SLIDE 26 - Map Russia and Belarus
Lets leave Poland and head further East to the last
remaining Soviet state Belarus.

| visited in 2018 after it had opened up to some
limited tourism however, it like Russia is now off the
tourism trail! Both countries are designated as “Do
not Travel” destinations by the Australian
Government. So | recommend that you vicariously
travel through a few sites that | considered
interesting.

Slide 27

Belarus has virtually no organised tourism
infrastructure, which is a pity as Minsk is a beautiful
city even in the depth of winter which it was when |
visited whilst | was posted to Moscow.

There are two notable sites which | would
recommend should tourism open up in future.
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Firstly, The Museum of the Great Patriotic War
(WW2) - this is an impressive museum
commemorating WW2 and the sacrifice of the
soldiers of the Soviet Union. However, what makes
this museum unique are its audio guides which
were available in English thankfully.

Each individual item in each display cabinet had a
seperate entry on the audio guide which generally
started with a 30 second to 1 minute propaganda
scree on the glorious and courageous soviet
soldiers and then you get a description of the item.
So in this cabinet that would take you a long time
to find out detail on each item!! It was the most
frustrating audio guide that you could imagine.

Beyond that the building is fantastic, with some
Impressive displays and dioramas. There is also an
impressive Victory chamber that is a meaningful
tribute to the sacrifice of the soviet soldiers in
WW?2.

Slide 28
No 2 is the STALIN Line
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Was a series of fortified zones to prevent invasion
of the soviet union. The historical museum and site
outside Minsk was opened in 2005. It has an
amazing collection of WW2 and cold war military kit
as well as some of the fortifications from the line. It
Is certainly the only place | have been that not only
commemorates Josef Stalin but celebrates the
brutal dictator. Even the coffee shop provides you
with Stalin sugar sachets with your coffee!!

BONUS. - would be government store in central
Minsk which many goods are behind glass - a
remnant of soviet era retail therapy! A real contrast
to GUM in Moscow!

Slide 29 = St Petersburg
Let’s move onto Saint Petersburg in Russia and the
Smolny Institute,

From late 1917 this site was mostly associated with
the October Revolution of 1917 and Vladimir Lenin,

who lived and worked there from late 1917 to early
1918.
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It was here on November 7, 1917 that Vladimir
Lenin declared that his Bolshevik faction of the
Russian Social Democratic Labour Party had
usurped power from the Provisional Government
(which had assumed power following the
abdication of Tsar Nicholas Il earlier that year).

Lenin and his government worked in the building,
and he also lived there with his wife, until they
moved to safety in Moscow in 1918, effectively
transferring the capital from St. Petersburg to
Moscow.

Since 1991, the building has been used by the
city's executive branch of power (the mayor, and
later governor, of the city). Some of its more recent
residents include Vladimir Putin, Medvedev and a
number of associates govern Russia and its
companies!

Lenin’s apartment and office in the building has
been preserved as a historical museum.
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But one of the more fascinating artefacts is the
picture on the following page

Slide 30

What do you notice - what is the original and which
one is rewriting history!

SLIDE 31 - Moscow
Let’s head from St Petersburg to Moscow

By way of background | was in Russia for a shorter
period than | planned, but still had four months to
experience this fascinating country. However,
knowing that | left by plane rather than being
deported to a Gulag was of some comfort!

| visited the Gulag Museum in my last days in
Moscow - Dark muted colours that documented the
Gulags. It is estimated 18 million people
experienced the brutal gulag-system prison camps
from the 1920s to 1953, the year that ended with
the death of the dictator Joseph Stalin. White canal

- saga is particularly confronting - The canal was
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constructed by forced labor of gulag inmates.
Beginning and ending with a labor force of 126,000,
between 12,000 and 25,000 labourers died
according to official records

From November 14, 2024 the GULAG History is
temporarily closed. - “As a result of an inspection
of the museum by specialists of the Center for
Expertise, Research and Testing in Construction,
fire safety violations were revealed. According to
the conclusion, they pose a threat to the safety and
comfort of the museum visitors and must be
eliminated.”

If and when it reopens it will no doubt tell a

different more positive story about the GULAG
system.!
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SLIDE 32 - Sweden

Sweden has some excellent museums such as the
Vasa, Fotograficka and other major museums.
However, | took a musical theme to my selections in
Sweden.

SLIDE 33

1. Abba Museum

Being an ageing lover of post punk music my
“street cred” was forever shattered when my 20
something daughter insisted on going to the Abba
Museum in Stockholm. Once | overcame the shame
| settled into enjoying this journey through the
music of Abba and it successors.

It has some great memorabilia but the most
fascinating section is how the Abba Voyage show in
London was created. This is an Abba concert
performed by digital versions of themselves and it
Blurs the lines between the physical and digital.
Motion capture technology - The ABBA band
members wore motion-capture suits as part of the
development process and were filmed as they

performed a 22-song set over the course of five
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weeks. The choreography is based on the band
members' real movements, but captured from
younger body doubles.

In the interests of humanity - | did resist the
temptation to dress up in an Abba outfit and sing a
Karaoke Abba song. Some of the people doing it
were memorable but AWFUL!

SLIDE 34

2. The Guitar museum in Umea about half way up
the gulf of Finland. Twin brothers Samuel and
Michael Ahdén, had a deep interest in old vehicles,
primarily American. In the1960s the brothers spent
their summer holidays with their grandfather who
ran a cab company and had a fleet that exclusively
comprised of American cars.

This morphed into a mania for collecting old cars
and love of music. They started collecting in the
mid 1970s’ and since then Preservation of cars,
guitars, juke boxes, drums and other popular
historical things from the 50s and 60s are there
passion. Whilst the guitars are great, it is more than

guitars - it is a social history of the 50s and 60s.
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SLIDE 35 - Iceland

Let’s move on from the Gulf of Finland to our final
Country on today’s journey - Iceland.

For those that missed it | did a Traveller’s Tale on
Iceland last month showing my highlights and
lowlights from my four trips to Iceland!

Slide 36 - Punk
Iceland is one of my favourite places in the world.

My introduction to Icelandic museums was The
Icelandic punk museum. Even its location is very
punk in that it is a repurposed 1930 era
underground public toilet in the middle of Reykjavik.
It still retains some original features! On my first
visit had a long chat with the owner who is an
ageing and perfectly preserved punk.. A quite
uncommon site these days!!!

| was unaware that Iceland had a strong punk
music tradition. Even the legendary Bjork started

out as a punk singer. She recorded her first album
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aged 12 years old and sang in punk bands before
joining post punk band the Sugar Cubes aged 20!

This museum is so interesting for a few reasons - It
is run by passionate lover of Icelandic punk music,
it showcases punk artists of past as well as
contemporary exponents of the genre. Finally there
Is nothing more punk than to locate such a
museum in a public toilet and leave many of the
existing features in place.!

Slide 37 - Westman Islands

Eldheimar |

The Icelandic eruption in Heimaey 1973 buried
around four hundred houses. Archaeologists have
been uncovering what remained of the buildings,
giving the island the nickname “Pompeii of the
North”. An entire museum, Eldheimar has been
built around the remains of one of the homes.

The displays are centered on an excavated home
that was buried by ash during the eruption.
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Slide 38

The Porbergur center is a cultural center with an
exhibition dedicated to the Icelandic writer
Porbergur Pordarson (1888 — 1974) who grew up on
the farm Hali, situated near Jokulsarldn, the famous
iceberg lagoon in the South East of Iceland. The
center is easily visible from the road, with its eye-
catching row of 2meter high book spines that line
the side of the building.

The exhibition at the rear of the cafe takes you on
an enriching journey through the life and thoughts
of one of Iceland’s most original 20th century
thinkers and writers. He was also an advocate of
Esperanto and almost a evangelist of the language
sharing it in and beyond Iceland.

Slide 39 - Summit

Let’s end our journey at- H6fdi House. The former
French consulate and British embassy, built in 1909
and was the site of Gorbachev Reagan summit in
1980.

It does make you want to long for a time when

knowledgeable leaders and diplomats with
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expertise engaged in meaningful peace and
disarmament negotiations - rather than the current
rent seeking, amateurs and ignorant individuals
doing so today!

Slide 40 - MAP

Today We have journeyed from the Balkans through
Eastern Central Europe before completing our
journey in lceland.

| hope this lecture has sparked your curiosity and
encourages you to seek out the places less
travelled.

In summary, if you wish to discover new places
both on and off the tourist trail - Indulge your
passions, be curious and take the time to explore
the places less travelled. Time is your friend and
provides the bandwidth to be curious and discover
surprising places that inspire us.

Thank you.
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