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US Presidential Election 2024

17 October to 14 November 2024

The Electoral College

The President of the United States is not elected by popular vote. She or he is elected indirectly
by the Electoral College. The Electoral College has 538 members, selected from each state.
The number of Electoral College members each state has is equal to its number House of
Representatives districts and its two senators, of which each state has two. The number of
districts is determined by population. The least populated state, Wyoming, about 580,000
people, has one district and two senators that gives it three Electoral College members. The
most populous state, California, has 40 million people, 52 districts and two senators that gives
it 54 Electoral College members.

Electoral College members are senior politicians and party officials. In some states they are
elected by the state’s party convention; in other states they are elected by the respective
parties’ administrative committees. On election day — 5 November this year — voters cast their
ballots.

By 11 December, the members of the Electoral College are appointed and by 17 December the
Electoral College members in each state meet to select the President and Vice President. Their
selection is determined by who won the most votes; it’s a first past the post system. Exceptions
are Maine and Nebraska where it’s not just the state-wide vote winner that’s taken into
account but also the winner of House of Representatives districts.

Five presidents lost the popular vote but won the Electoral College, which happened in 2016
when the former real-estate-developer-turned-television-reality-show-host beat former
Secretary of State and First Lady Hillary Clinton. He won battleground states — not by much
— but it didn’t matter because the system is winner-take-all. Whoever wins the most votes in
a state gets all the Electoral College votes, except Maine and Nebraska. Ms Clinton won many
states, such as California, by a big margin which won her the popular vote but not the
Electoral College.

On 6 January the House of Representatives and Senate meet in joint session to count the
Electoral College votes. Inauguration Day is 20 January is when the President-Elect is sworn
in as President.
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Main Sources

The Atlantic theatlantic.com

Democracy Docket democracydocket.com/

The Conversation (US edition) https://theconversation.com/us

The Economist https://www.economist.com/

The Guardian (US edition) https://www.theguardian.com/us?INTCMP=CE US

Heather Cox Richardson. Historian and political commentator.
https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/ ($US50 a year)

The New York Times nyt.com
Planet America. ABC TV, 9:30pm, Wednesdays and iView.
Planet America Fireside Chat. ABC TV News24, 8pm, Fridays and iView.

Polls:

TIPP: https://tippinsights.com/ One of two polls that accurately predicted Trump’s 2016
win.

USCDornsife: https://dornsife.usc.edu/center-for-political-future/news/poll-results/ The
other poll that accurately predicted Trump’s 2016 win.

RealClear Politics — average of battleground states’ polls and more
https://www.realclearpolling.com/elections/president/2024/battleground-states

270ToWin https://www.270towin.com/

538: https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/polls/president-general /2024 /national /

The Economist magazine: https://www.economist.com/interactive/us-2024-election/trump-
harris-polls

The Rest is Politics US (Podcast) https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-rest-is-politics-
us/id1743030473

Robert Reich. President Clinton’s Secretary for Labour, academic and commentator.
https://robertreich.substack.com/ (some content is free; various fees for different content)

Steve Bannon interviewed by ABC Four Corners’ Sarah Ferguson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8BGvG3pPfo

The Washington Post washingtonpost.com

A note from Neil

One of the reasons | love researching and presenting courses is my passion for democracy which is why |
am the President of the Tasmanian Constitution Society. If you are concerned about accountability,
democracy and transparency in government in our state, please consider joining us. The membership fee
is very low. For more information, tcsinfo.com.au; neilspark936@yahoo.com.au
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