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US Presidential Election 2024 

17 October to 14 November 2024  

Session 2: The Other Elections 

 

The election of the President isn’t the only election on 5 November.  

 

Americans vote for the President, members of the House of Representatives and, in some 

states, the Senate, the Governor and state legislature members and local officials such as 

election board members. The roles to be elected varies from state to state.  

 

Elections are always the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November every two years. 

It ensures that election day is never on November 1. The “first Tuesday after the first 

Monday” means it will always be between 2 November and 8 November.   

 

Checks and balances. The US Constitution divides the federal government into three 

branches: legislative, executive, and judicial. The founders wanted to separate the powers 

of each branch so no individual or group would have too much power. And to reinforce 

that, they put checks on the power of each branch. 

 

1. The legislative branch is the Congress comprising the House of Representatives 

and the Senate. Congress can also refer only to the House of Representatives.  

 

2. The executive branch: the President and her or his administration. 

▪ The President: head of state, leader of the federal government, and Commander in 

Chief of the armed forces.  

▪ The Vice President: supports the President. If the President is unable to serve, the 

Vice President becomes President. The Vice President also presides over the Senate 

and breaks ties in Senate votes. 

▪ The Cabinet: includes the Vice President, heads of executive departments, and 

other high-ranking government officials. Cabinet members are nominated by the 
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President and must be approved by the Senate. Unlike in Australia, members don’t 

have to be members of the legislature.  

 

3. The judicial branch: the Supreme Court and other federal courts. The President 

appoints judges who must be confirmed by the Senate. The judicial branch: 

▪ Interprets the meaning of laws 

▪ Applies laws to individual cases 

▪ Decides if laws violate the Constitution. 

 

Senate: 100 members, two from each state elected for a six-year term. There are elections 

for about 33 Senate seats each election day. For a bill to become law, it must pass the 

Senate and House of Representatives. Bills can be introduced in either chamber. The 

Senate’s other responsibilities include confirmation of federal judicial appointments, 

including Supreme Court justices, Cabinet members and other high-ranking executive 

branch officials, ambassadors and other diplomatic positions. The Senate has the 

exclusive power to ratify treaties with other nations. A two-thirds vote is required for 

treaty approval; 67 of the 100 senators must agree. This gives the Senate significant 

influence over foreign policy. 

 

House of Representatives: 435 members elected for a two-year term. In addition, five 

members, who do not have voting rights, represent US overseas territories and the 

District of Columbia. Unlike for the Senate, all House of Representatives members are 

elected at the same time. The number of districts (what we call electorates) is determined 

by population. The House of Representatives’ role is the passage of federal legislation, 

known as bills. Bills passed by the House of Representatives and Senate are sent to the 

President for signature or veto. The House’s exclusive powers include initiating all 

revenue bills, impeaching federal officers, and electing the President if no candidate 

receives a majority of votes in the Electoral College. 

 

Supreme Court: nine members appointed for life, nominated by the President and 

confirmed by the Senate. The founders thought the confirmation requirement would give 

the legislature some influence in shaping the court. A nomination by the President doesn’t 

guarantee appointment. A check on the court’s power is the same as for other high office 

holders, including the President. A justice or President can be impeached. For that to 

happen, if a majority (218) of House of Representatives members approve, the Senate acts 

as a court. If a super majority (67 of the 100 Senators) find the office holder guilty, they 

are removed from office. Only one Supreme Court justice, Samuel Chase in 1804, has been 

impeached, but he was acquitted by the Senate. The House has impeached 20 people: 15 

federal judges, one Senator, one Cabinet member, and three Presidents: Andrew Johnson 

(1868), acquitted by one vote; Bill Clinton (1998), acquitted; and Donald Trump (2019 

and 2021), acquitted in both times. 


