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About Libraries Tasmania

46 public libraries
State Library and Archives of Tasmania

Risdon Prison Library Service

2023-24

2.3 million onsite visits

2.7 million online visits

87,000 people attending library programs

3.3 million loans (2.2 million physical, |.] million digital)



ur Locations

Our locations

Bridport

Gecuge ¥ Scottsdale

Boaconsfield

Lilydele
Exoter -ree— L

Ringarcoma

Sheffield
Launceston

Delorsine
Westbury Longford
Rosebery St Marys
Zoohan
Bicheno
Queenstown mpbell Town
Strahan

Swanses
Oatlands

Bothwsll

Bridgewater
Now Norfolk 9 Orford

Risdon Vale
Glenorchy
Hobaert

Huonville Kingston

Sorell
Roany

Geevoston Cygret

Bruny islend




Hobart as a UNESCO City of Literature

UNESCOQO's City of Literature programme is part of a wider
Creative Cities Network which was launched in 2004 and is
currently made up of 295 UNESCO Creative Cities globally.

Hobart was designated a UNESCO City of Literature in October
2023.

There are 53 Cities of Literature

Partners include Libraries Tasmania, the University of Tasmania,
TasWriters, Brand Tasmania, and Hobart City Council. The group
was supported by Tasmanian writers, publishers, academics, literacy

advocates, and readers.

But what does it mean in practice?



Libraries Tasmania City of Literature projects

The Write Space at 91 Murray St

Tasmanian Writers Hall of Fame



City of Literature — Tasmanian Literary History

Michael Howe: the Last and Worst of the Bush Rangers, by Thomas
Wells, published in Hobart in 1818

! MICHAEL HOWE,
THE LAST AND WORST OF

The Bufh Rangers

OF

VAN DIEMENS LAND.

é NARRATIVE OF THE
| CHIEF ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY THIS |

(Great Murderer

AND BHIS ASSOC]ATES
‘ PURING A PERIOD OF 51X VEARS
i IN VAN DIEMEN’s LAND,

#205 AUTHENTIC SOURCES OF INTORMATION

HOBART TOWN:

FRINTED RY ANDREW RENT

Source: Bent, Andrew & Wells, T. E. 1819, Michael Howe : the last and worst of the bushrangers of Van Diemen's Land : narrative of
the chief atrocities committed by this great murderer and his associates during a period of six years in Van Diemen's Land, from
authentic sources of information Printed by Andrew Bent, Hobart Town viewed 1 May 2024 http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2267805



First Free Press Newspaper

In 1824, Andrew Bent printed and
distributed edition 422 of the Hobart Town

A

VAN DIEMENS LAN

N
Publisied by A

SRS ol Gazette without approval from the censor,

Henry Emmett, who had been appointed by
Lieutenant Governor William Sorell. This was
the first uncensored newspaper.

Following this, in August 1824, New South
Wales Governor Thomas Brisbane approved
a request from Bent for the Hobart Town
Gazette to continue to be censorship free.

Once the Gazette, was legally free of
censorship, Bent publishing letters and
reports criticising the government, causing
Governor Arthur to complain that the “Official
Gazette of the island [had been] converted
into a powerful engine against the
government.”

Image source: (1824, June 4). Hobart Town Gazette and Van Diemen's
Land Advertiser (Tas. : 1821 - 1825), p. 1. Retrieved May 2, 2024, from



http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page123365

Australia’s first public library

Wesleyan Chapel Library 1826

Image (left): Beattie, J. W. (John W. (1900). Mechanic’s Institute

Hobart [picture]. From Mechanic's Institute Hobart [picture]
(slv.vic.gov.au)

Image (right): Colonial Times. (1826, May 19). Colonial Times and
Tasmanian Advertiser (Hobart, Tas. : 1825 - 1827), p. 3. Retrieved

May 2, 2024, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2447756

. WesLeyan LIBRARY.—AN Institution, de-
signated the ¢ /¥esleyan Library, at Hobart
Town, V'an Diemen's Land,” has been during
the present year institoted.—An interesting
Pamphlet, containing observations on the es.
tabhs.hment of ity with the Rules and Re.
gulations, and a list of the Books collected,
&c. has been printed at our office, under the
Editorial Superintendence of the Rev. B.
Carvosso. The expence of this little work
did not exceed £4.


https://find.slv.vic.gov.au/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9917537803607636&context=L&vid=61SLV_INST:SLV&lang=en&search_scope=PICS&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=searchProfile&query=any,contains,mechanics%20institute%20hobart&offset=0
https://find.slv.vic.gov.au/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9917537803607636&context=L&vid=61SLV_INST:SLV&lang=en&search_scope=PICS&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=searchProfile&query=any,contains,mechanics%20institute%20hobart&offset=0

QUINTUS SBRYINTON,
Australia’s First Novel

A TALE,

Quintus Servinton, by Henry FOUNDED UPON INCIDENTS
Savery, published in Tasmania in |
1830

REAL OCCURRENCE,
By
Hewns Sareny
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IN THREE VOLUMES.
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“ The web of our life is of mingled yarn, good and ill together.”
SHAKSPEARE.,

VOL. 1,

—

Hobart Toton:

Quintus Servinton title page, Volume 1, 1830 edition, from Quintus HENRY MELVILLE, PRINTER.
) ional : I
1830,


https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/quintus-servinton
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/quintus-servinton

Australia’s first play

Bandit of the Rhine, Evan Henry Thomas, performed in Launceston 1835
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Image source: THEATRE. (1835, October 17). The Cornwall
Chronicle (Launceston, Tas. : 1835 - 1880), p. 2. Retrieved May
2, 2024, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article 65952367

The Bandit of the Rhine by Evan
Henry Thomas, the first original
play to be wholly written and
produced in Tasmania, opened in
Launceston in 1835.

No copies of the publication have
survived, but the performance was
positively reviewed in local
newspapers.

Notably, the playwright, Evan
Henry Thomas, was appointed
editor of the Hobart Town Gazette
by Andrew Bent in June 1824, and
was the author of two poems, a
‘Sonnet’ and ‘The emigrant’ which,
In 1822, were the first poems to
appear in print in Van Diemen’s
Land.



Hobart Carnegie Library

“Photograph — the Tasmanian Public Library, Carnegie Building, Argyle Street, Hobart soon after
construction.” PH30/1/494, 1906, https://libraries.tas.gov.au/Digital/PH30-1-494/PH30-1-494




State Library of Tasmania, 91 Murray Street

“Photograph - State Library of Tasmania, Headquarters, Hobart,” AA375/1/1126, 1965,
https://libraries.tas.gov.au/Digital/AA375-1-1126/AA375-1-1126



Contemporary Tasmanian Writers

‘My novel of the year.'! Geordie Williamson

The
Labyrinth o

THE NARROW ROAD TO THE DEEP NORTH

N

WINNER
THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2014

LIAN TANNER

Hlustre ied by Sally Spiveoltttin

PELL%OUN

A Drago of Ha ll oW boo

CASSANDRA PYBUS ™ el ko BIGNELL



Adult Literacy in Tasmania

PIAAC (Programme for the International Assessment of Adult
Competencies) Survey 2011 — 50% of Tasmanians lacked the
literacy and numeracy skills required to engage in everyday tasks.

Libraries Tasmania Adult Literacy Service 201 |
26TEN 2012

Get the tools for life



Lifting Literacy — a Tasmanian Government

priority

Lifting Literacy Framework

Goul: Lifting Literacy so that all Tasmanians can benefit from the social
and economic benefits of literacy.

Overarching Principles

100 per cent
functional literacy

Foundations
for success f v il
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Partnerships / Systems
Mes o aF cducators,

All Tasmanians have access to structured (systematic and explicit) evidence-based
literacy education that considers the learners’ individual needs.

Early Yecrs 0-4. School Years 5-17 Adult Years 13+
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Lifting literacy
Lifting Tasmania

Final Report to Governmen
Lifting Literacy

May 2023

Literacy Adviscry Panel

Source: Department of Premier and Cabinet - Framework
and Final Report (dpac.tas.gov.au)



https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/literacy/home/framework-and-final-report
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/literacy/home/framework-and-final-report

Other Libraries Tasmania programs

Early Childhood programs
Prison Literacy Service

Support for school libraries




Tasmania Reads Week, an annual
celebration of reading curated by Libraries
Tasmania and supported by partners ran
from 17 to 23 March 2024. Over the week:

Tasmania Reads Week Ml A
ad

]
*

« 2153 people attended 66 events in

their libraries and communities. The Mﬂw
biggest event was the launch the We

Love Country Story Walk at Dru Point __ .

Margate, with 250 people attending. o ae—— “ |:I LIBRARIES

TASMANIA

« 17 community partners planned or
hosted their own events

« Tasmania Reads social media posts
and ‘stories’ had a total of 303 042
impressions across Facebook and
Instagram

« Tasmania Reads events and content
were featured in local and state
newspapers, radio, and television news
programs.

23-29 March 2025




Top Books

Adult Fiction: No plan B by Lee Child

Adult Non Fiction: Just one thing: how simple changes can
transform your life by Michael Mosley

Junior Fiction: Diary of a Wimpy kid (series) by Jeff Kinney
Junior Non Fiction: Barefoot kids:Your epic money adventure by
Scott Pape

Tasmanian authors Heather Rose, Hannah Moloney, Grace Tame,
Meg Bignell and Robbie Arnott are well represented in most
borrowed titles.



eResources

« Libraries Tasmania manages a 24/7 eLibrary,
and members can access a range of eBooks,
eAudiobooks, newspapers and magazines,
music and films.

e QOur eLibrary services include Libby, BorrowBox,
uLibrary, NewsBank, PressReader, and
Beamafilm.

» Atthe end of March, we had over 100 000 items
in our lending collection.

 |n 2023, our eResources were borrowed 937
838 times.

« Tasmanian government school students can D pressreader
access Sora, the student reading app, using

their school logins.

« Libraries Tasmania also gives members access
to online study help, language learning, and
research tools



The Benefits of Reading

* Reading has well documented health and wellbeing benefits.

* Reading for pleasure is one of the most important predictors of
school success and provides a foundation for other literacies.

* Reading for pleasure correlates with creativity and develops the
imagination.

* Reading helps us understand ourselves and others and builds
empathy.

* Inhibitors include lack of time, lack of available materials, lack of
skills, lack of choice/interesting reading matter.

* 75% of Australians read or listen to a book each year, but this
may be dropping. About 30% of Australians are regular readers
(over a book a month).



Libraries Tasmania Strategic Priorities 2024-27

* Grow literacy and reading

* Increase engagement with our cultural collections

* Improve client engagement and experience

* Ensure our collections and spaces are culturally safe

* Curate collections and spaces that are inclusive and celebrate
diversity
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