What is the nature of our world?

* What are the determining features of
the world - or of the ‘time’ in which we
find ourselves?

* This can be viewed as a way of asking
about ‘modernity,’ but that term isn’t
essential here

* Akeyidealwantto explore is the
contemporary convergence of the
‘technological’ and the ‘managerial’,
the ways they function, and their
determining and pervasive effects




Both the technological and the managerial can be
understood as directed at the same end — the systematic
ordering of things in their entirety (‘governance of the world’)

* Neither the technological or managerial is
reducible to instrumentality or to specific
devices or tools

* Neither the technological nor the managerial
Is reducible to any set of extant technologies
or managerial forms

* Even human beings become subject to the
technological-managerial framework
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The ‘managerial’ — it’s main features. ...

* The managerial is not the same as the bureaucratic, as Weber understands it
(no ‘vocation’), nor with managing as a second-order activity within a certain
domain of activities

* The managerial is already separated from any and every activity as the activity
of all activities —first rather than second-order — managerial capacity becomes
the master capacity and as such it trumps all other forms of expertise

* The managerial is generic, abstracted from any and all activities that are
subject to it and from any specific form of expertise associated with those
activities — managerial decision-makers are typically removed, physically and
mentally (conceptually and affectively), from any operational context

* As generic, the managerial tends towards the quantitative, numeric, and
monetary as the “universal solvents’ (to borrow and broaden Simmel’s phrase)
that enables just such genericization



The ‘managerial’ — it’s main effects ....

* Centralization of decision-making and putative control (disappearance of real
consultation) coupled with decentralization (and often depersonalization) of
responsibility (reduced budgets but increased budgetary demands - cost-shifting)

* Distribution of managerial tasks across all actors within an organization regardless
of role or position - ‘paperwork’ is everywhere —while new managerial tasks
proliferate (Graeber’s ‘bullshit jobs’) with more ad hoc managerial roles, often
flatter organizational structures

* Obsession with reporting, surveillance, and compliance across all actors and
activities ?erosm.)n of autonomy, professionalism, and trust) and ‘information
guarding’ (both internally and externally)

 Emptying out of language and value (‘subversion of the good’), and corresponding
corrosion of personal or organizational commitment other than as expressed in
terms of self-interest (organizational interest becomes conflated with CEO and
Executive interest)



The rationality and irrationality of contemporary
managerialism

Managerialism presents itself as purely rational — as realistic, geared to
efficiency, ‘willing to make the hard decisions’—just as it also presents
itself as committed to ethical practice, as ‘people-centred’, as ‘socially
responsible’ - neither is entirely accurate

* Systematicity is not the same as consistency or rationality any more than
Itis the same as the commitment to truth or truthfulness — no such values
figure within the managerial frame, because value does not figure

e Systematicity is non-rational (and will often appear irrational) just in virtue
of the fact that it recognises no non-arbitrary limit (no independent
measure to which it is subject) - its ‘realism’ is the realism of a self-
created illusion
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Australia’s universities have found
themselves in crisis. But it has been
decades in the making

Hannah Forsyth

Rather than a set of teaching and learning relationships,
universities have become a bunch of metrics to be gamed.
Unwinding these systems will take effort
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The technological

* connection and convergence

* spatialization and the denial of limit

* “from the device to the system” - and
to the systematisation of systems (Al
as the ultimate managerialism)
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POWER FAILURE BLACKS OUT NEW YORK;
THOUSANDS TRAPPED IN THE SUBWAYS;
LOOTERS AND VANDALS HIT SOME AREAS

Westchester Is Also Darkencd
After Lightning Hits Line

Sent Into City
As Crime Rises

Some Civilians Assist
Police - '65 Blackout
Peaceful in Contrast

By LAWRENCE VAN GELDER

Thousands of looters, emboldened by
darkness and confusion, ranged through
the city last night and early today in a
wave of lawlessness.

Amid shattering glass, wailing sirens,
and the clang of trashcans used to demo-
lish metal storefront barricades, thieves
and vandals ravaged store after store.

Governor Carey ordered the state police
into the city to assist the local police.

At the same time, other people left their
homes to help direct traffic in the suddenly
darkened streets. Often armed with flash-
lights, they took up their impromptu sta-
tions at intersections and guided drivers
and pedestrians.

Hundreds of Arrests

By 2 o'clock this morning, the police re-
poried a total of 880 arrests, almost all for
looting in Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn,
and Queens. In downtown Brooklyn and in
East Harlem, where looting and rock and |
bottle-throwing were reported, several po-
licemen were listed as casualties

a lot dilferent from 10 years ago.
said Daisy Voight, referring to the black-
out of 1965 as she emerged from a meeting
in Harlem. *‘Last time people were helpful
This time people are scared. They are run-
ning for buses or bars. Everybody's afraid
to go out.”

In Brooklyn, standing guard at an ice
cream store in the downtown area at Ful-
ton Street near Adams, the owner watched
youths racing by

“They're crazy.” he shouted. “They're!
taking their shoes and breaking windows. |
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A view of the darkened New York City skyline taken from New Jersey during blackout last night.

Some Led Others by Flashlight, Lightning Bolt:

Some Knocked on Doors to Help'How It Struck

By DEIRDRE CARMODY By JOHN NOBLE WILFORD

It is the New Yorker's real badge of| “Where are all those kids now with the The blackout had its beginning in the
pride — not the little red-apple lapel pins, transistor radios,” muttered one passer- thunderclouds that gathered last night over
— that whatever else can be said about| Westchester County. Lightning struck in
them, one truth is undeniable: New York-| On the corner of Madison Avenue and|the vicinity of Consolidated Edison's Indi-
ers know how to cope when trouble strikes | 6sth Street, a woman in a bare-backed @ Point Nuclear Power Plant 3, and ma-
their city. dress and a slouched straw hat, looking the|JOT power transmission lines were short-

And cope they did last night personification of East Side dinnertime|circuited

Some rushed undaunted into chaotic in-| chic, raced into the intersection and began| This tripped rels
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shutting down trans-
1 Do 0 |

By ROBERT D.

A power failure plunged New York City
and Westchester County into darkness last
night, disrupting the lives of nearly nine
million people

Spokesmen for the Consolidated Fdison
Company said that power for all of its 28
million customers would nol be restored
until late this moming,

By 2 A M., the wtility had restored power
10 150,000 customers in the Jamaica, Flush
ing. Queens Village and Kew Gardens sec-
tions of Queens, and to 50,000 customers in
the Pleasantville area in Westchester
County.

Though not as big as the minc-state
blackout that hit the Northeast in Novem
ber 1965, last night's power failure was in
some respects an uglier experience. There
was widespread looting in Manhattan, the

McFADDEN
on successively overloadea «
lines went off automatically
Early this moming Charies F. |
chairman of Con Fdison
utility's entirc system of
would have to be reset all power lines
and generators inspericd, tust e
said would take until st least 8 AM
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e, the
noted that the
circuit breakers

“When we are sure everything is set 1o
g we a R the power back slowl;
he said. Another utility spokesman sai
that the restoration would have o proceed
cautiously to avoid another systemwide
shutdown

The blackout came
Mr Luee on tele
no imnwdiate danger of 2

Continued on Page B

ajor blackout

Bronx and Brooklyn, and four nours after, . _

the blackout began, the polica had arrested,
nearly 900 people

Several thousand subway riders
trapped in trains between stations
where near the masses stranded 1
ago during the rush hour

Uprising in Broax J

Thousands more were trapp
in elevators. Homes and apartmen
black. People stumbled and streamed from
theaters. restaurants and late<closing
shops and office buildings. In some sec-
tions, crowds milied in the streets into the.
| early morning hours.

Prisoners in the House of Detention in
the Bronx briefly took over a guard house
after setting fires on four floors. The back-
up power in two mejor hospitals failed
Fires erupted in vareus sections of the
city.

Kennedy International and LaGuardia|
Airports both closed, and flights were d:
verted to Newark, Boston and other cities

As the ordeal continued through the
night and into the morning, there were no’
reports of deaths or serious injures
‘ The blackout struck the city short!
‘9 30 P.M. in stages. after lightning hit al
major Consolidated Edison electrical
transmission line in northern Westchester
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The shift to modern from pre-modern technology is a shift from technologies that
connect but do so in ways that do not efface the bodies and places with respect
to which those technologies function (the hand, for instance) to technologies

that hide or even seem to render irrelevant those bodies and places (cf
transhumanism)

Managerialism is the realization of the technological imperative in social-
organisational-economic form and as such managerialism both depends upon
and is the realization of the spatialization of the world with all that implies

The managerial refusal of limit is the enactment of a spatialized view of the world
In which everything can be rendered as the same — as quantity, number, money,

but in which nothing, therefore, has any real value, nothing has any real
difference
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The most fundamental thinking, philosophy, has always found its essential
orientation in relation to the idea of limit — of human finitude and human failing, and
this is also where science and reason find their proper foundation

Democracy arises in conjunction with that philosophical task of thinking and out of
the same orientation —which is why democracy is a project not an achievement -
constantly failing and constantly being worked upon

The threat to both democracy and to thinking —and so to human life and existence -
Is the erasure of limit that is at work in managerialism, in technologism, and in the
‘economism’ with which both are also associated.

If there is any hopeful response to these it can only be through re-finding a sense of
limit and finitude, which is precisely to re-find a senses of genuine humility and

humanity — just how to do that given the nature of the contemporary world is another
question



“..the Greeks never said that the
limit could not be overstepped.
They said it existed and that
whoever dared to exceed it was
mercilessly struck down.
Nothing in present history can
contradictthem” — Camus,
‘Helen’s Exile’, 1955
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