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First
What is 
Australiaôs 

global 
context?

Second
How 

dangerous 
are these 

conditions?

Third
What are the 
Indo-Pacific 
capabilities 
we need?

Fifth
What role 

should 
Tasmania 

play?

Fourth
What are we 
already doing 

well?

What national capacity does Australia need to 

secure its future in a troubled world?

Sixth
Given the 

risks, is this 
enough?

?



In 2025, we face political, economic, technological and cultural changes 
that should motivate fresh attention to bolstering Australiaôs strategic 
capability for successful engagement across the Indo-Pacific region. As 
we adjust to the early volatility of the second Trump presidency, prepare 
for further shocks from an increasingly assertive and autocratic China, 
and manage fallout from the horrific wars in Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East, Australiaôs long-term ability to shape its strategic 
circumstances requires concerted thought and planning.

  
In this Annual Roy and Maureen Davies Lecture, we will consider the 
types of national capability ï including in cultural, discursive, 
educational and research spheres ï that Australia will rely on to maintain 
awareness of geopolitical shifts, safeguard social cohesion at home, grow 
our influence internationally, and respond to any major threats to the 
Australian experiment. The lecture will end with a more focussed 
discussion of how Tasmania can contribute specific capability to national 
efforts and how local institutions may want to respond to the challenges 
ahead.
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First
What is 
Australiaôs 

global 
context?
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Trump 2.0 in 
the AI age
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Russian 
invasion of 
Ukraine
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Chinaôs rise 
and its push 
for dominance
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Israel-Hamas-
Hezbollah-Iran 
wars and their 
ricochets
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Second
How 

dangerous 
are these 

times?
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ñOminousò
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Third
What are the 
Indo-Pacific 
capabilities 
we need?
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Available from:

https://asean.mission.gov.au/files/

AESN/asean-australia-report.pdf

Fourth
What are we 
already doing 

well?
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Fifth
What role 

should 
Tasmania 

play?
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