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A Perfect Storm

Ship overloaded

Route wasnôt known

Authorities' incompetence
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A Perfect Storm

1. Ship overloaded



Transport Commission

ñTas Transport didnôt adhere to all the rules and 

regulations; they made their own up as they 

went along. Iôd been offered jobs there, but it 

was the right decision not to work there.ò 
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A Perfect Storm

1. Ship overloaded

2. Route unknown
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John Eagles



Mick Doleman

ñé we were in the life raft é 

chattering away like school 

kids é  just talking about 

how lucky we are that we 

didnôt go down with the ship.ò 
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Mick Doleman

ñIôve never been so cold in my 

life anywhere in my life as I 

was in that life raft. Thereôs 

nothing you can do about it 

and the best you got was 

squeezing up to each other to 

transfer the body warmth.ò 



Mick Doleman

ñIôve never been so cold in my 

life anywhere in my life as I 

was in that life raft. Thereôs 

nothing you can do about it 

and the best you got was 

squeezing up to each other to 

transfer the body warmth.ò 



John óJackô Sloan





Captain George 

Cruickshank



Ken Jones



Jack Sloan







40 metres
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Trevor Sutton

ñThis is a matter for 

the Minister for  

Transport. We canôt 

confirm anything.ò 
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A Perfect Storm

1. Ship overloaded

2. Route unknown

3. Authoritiesô gross incompetence
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Ken Jones

ñDonôt worry, Mick, 

will get out of this, 

we wonôt give up. 

This is it weôve got 

to keep pushing.ò 
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ABC

Deep Glen Bay

The raftôs route

Blythe Star sank
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Ken Jones

ñMake another 

go Bucko. Never 

give up until 

you are dead.ò 
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Cruickshank failed

Cruickshank unqualified

Not seaworthy

Court of Inquiry Key Findings
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Cruickshank unqualified
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First mate culpable

Chief Engineer culpable 

Court of Inquiry Key Findings
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Sailing plan 

Report Position

Radio beacons on life -rafts

Changes to Maritime Regulations 
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