A Perfect Storm

The Blythe Star tragedy
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A Perfect Storm

13 August 2026

Dramatis Personae

(In surname alphabetical order)

The crew

Cruikshank, George. In his 50s, Blythe Star captain.

Doleman, Mick. 18, survivor who wrote the book Back from the Dead.
Eagles, John. chief engineer. Died at Deep Glen Bay after landfall.

Jones, Ken. 42, first mate, second in charge who took command of the raft.
Died at Deep Glen Bay after landfall.

Langford, CIiff. 53, able seaman.

Leary, Stanley ‘T'as’. the bosun, who has responsibility for the deck.
Maddock, Alastair. the Transport Commission shipping manager.
McCarroll, Malcolm. 33, able seaman.

Power, Brenton “Mick”. 23, able seaman.

Simpson, Alf. 43, Blythe Star cook.

Sloane, John. Second engineer. Died at sea.

Others

Bond, David. Transport Commission superintendent who suggested to Cruikshank he
go up the west coast.

McKenzie, Jim. Transport Commission’s shipping agent on King Island.
Morehead, Thomas. (captain). Associate Commissioner of Shipping.

Parsey, Tony. Maatsuyker Island lighthouse keeper.




A Perfect Storm

Ship overloaded
Route wasnot K nowhn

Authorities' Incompetence
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The astonishing
true story of the crew
of the Biythe Star—
and survival in one of
the wildest places
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based on the award-winning B0 ABC podcast
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Captain George
Cruickshank
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A Perfect Storm

1. Ship overloaded
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Transport Commission

nNTas Transport didnot adher
regulations; they made their own up as they

went al ong. | 0d been off er e
was t he ri ght deci si on not
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Captain George
Cruickshank




A Perfect Storm

1. Ship overloaded

2. Route unknown
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Chief Engineer
John Eagles




Mick Doleman

ne we were 1In
chattering away like school
K1 ds & j ust
now lucky we are that we
di dnot go down




Mick Doleman




Mick Doleman

Nl ove never been s
life anywhere in my life as |

was in that | i fe r a;
nothing you can do about it
and the best you got was

squeezing up to each other to

transfer the body war\\th.
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Transport Minister
Nell Batt
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A Perfect Storm

1. Ship overloaded
2. Route unknown

3. AuthoritiesoO gross 1In
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