Australian H. sapiensl100,000 years Prénistory
John Pollard
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Week 4- Extinction of Megafauna

Week 5- Exploring Australia and Tasmania
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AustralianH. sapiendPrehistory: Art

Content

Cave pai tmg of Long-beaked

First mathematics
Rock art:
Archaici 40-5 kya

(finger fluting, tally marks, stencils, engraving)

Regional rock art styles < 5kya

Kimberley Gwion Gwion & Wandjing
Ar nhem nimin df i( Xrtay & Bynamic styles)

QueenslandQuinkan

3 Art dating

JuunkanGorge cave art o
46,000 BA' 2020 AD Bark painting



First mathematics using finger fluting
Tally marks(?):
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120cm

Herringbone design idoonaldaCave, SA24-15 kya
37 finger markings above
74 short diagonadngravedlines [2 * 37 = 74]

Wall marking
to lake:

100 metres

Surface

Koonaldasink-hole, Nullarbor, SA Riches of ancient Australia, J. Flood, UQP, 1990



Oldest Oz rock art= 43 kya (cation [K+Ca to Ti] ratio dating of desert varnislwb?

humanspirits?
human figures
ircles,
abstract figures,/animals ?

Walinynga(Cave Hill), SA-300 km NE of Adelaide




Pleistocene.wa rock art sites

Number of rock art sites in Australia =100,000
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Pecked and abraded hollows on vertical rock:

Noaks Cave, Mente Bello |slaned

Petroglyphs figurative and notigurative. B
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Rock art > 30 kya
Allens Cave Cuddie Springs,
Carpenters Gap
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Engraved pavement Banaramitedl., SA.,
> 40ky old (radio C dating of varnish)

ob al evidence of ear

- - ---R-G. Bednarik, Human evolution, 1997
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Archaic finger fluting

KoongineCave, Mt. Gambia, SA, >~2A¢/a

Gt I NASGEHE FAYISNI YIENJAY3IAE
RG Bednarik, Rock Art Research, 1986
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Hand Stencils

BallawinneCave, Tas

Composite stencilgarnarvon NP, Q.
using boomerang tips to represent emu tracks

S Stencils carnarvon NP, Q.7
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[squirting paint from mouth]




Archaic non-figurative engraving, ~10kya
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Karakestyle rock artParoongcave, Mt. Gambia, SA
(largest set of nofigurative cave art in world)

Ak L a7 VAL ?"}e” ;,a»:'};,.: ﬁv i#7 r.:v:..f’*
Asymmetric concentric circle®anaramitedl.,SA.

AParietal Ma r Kslim BKs& R Berlpaekc Rook Art ReBearch,1985




(Classic)Panaramitestyle engraving

a. macropod tracks
b. bird tracks
c. circles

d. radiating lines
e. Lizards

f. Crescents

g. dots

Snake with egggRockholes
Panaramite&tation

Lizard, Thomas Reservoir, NT Laura engravingQuinkanfig, ~13kya




Archaic pecked engraving, 2X&ya

Puritjarra rock shelter (45m x 20 m), Cleland Hills, 320 km W. Alice Springs, NT.




Silhouette style engraving

Anthropomorp th boomerang, Sydnéy, NSW kya
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Principal Rock-Art Regions
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Archaic engraving




fimimi s p i ri ts o Arnhem Land rock art

AMimiso ar e t gthintspirits W& ,are soahy that they

Long-necked turtle,
NoorlangieRock, NT

Running figuresQenpelli NT



Art using ochre

Most ochre is found between the Kimberley region and Alice Springs. Colours are red, pink,
yellow, white and sometimes blue. Itis ground to a powder and then mixed with saliva, egg,
water or animal fat to make pairt{can be dated)
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Bradshaw (Gwion Gwion) Art Traditions

Kimberley Rock Art. GwionGwion(formal Iy cal | ed
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Kimberley Rock Art cwion Gwion

Period ofTassellatedrigures Period of Beritknee Figures

Tassels from hip, tapering headdresses, bracelets. Knobbed headdresses, bags.
Straight legs. Figurative & ndigurative. Dark pigments



Kimberley Rock Arti preWandjina

Straight parts& missing pigment Paralletline figures
animal images, some with body i .
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Painted hands
With long fingernails

Female figures



Kimberley rock art Wandjina
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Mythological figures




fimimi s p i ri ts o Arnhem Land rock art

AMimiso ar e t gthintspirits W& ,are soahy that they

Long-necked turtle,
NoorlangieRock, NT

Running figuresQenpelli NT



Bark painting & relation to rock art

Noarlangieock art, Arnhem Land



