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Week 1 - Emigration from Africa to Arabia

Week 2 - Journey India to Wallacea

Week 3 - Immigration: Wallacea to Oz

Week 4 - Extinction of Megafauna

Week 5 - Exploring Australia and Tasmania

Week 6 - Prehistoric lifestyle

Week 7 - Australian art through (pre-)history

Week 8 - Emigration and exploration of Oceania



Australian H. sapiens Pre-history: Lifestyle

Content

      Food gathering and fishing

 Dwellings,

       Clothes and jewelry, 

 Stone tools and (hunting) weapons (woomera, boomerang), 

 Festival celebrations (fish traps, Bogong moths, earth ovens, lemon ants)

 Trade routes ~ 20kya(tools & materials, ornaments, ochre paint, drugs)

       Boats 

 Ritual

 First Astronomy



Lake Mungo (NSW) life ~10 kya

ñPrehistory of Australiaò, J. Mulvaney & J. Kamminga, 1999, Allen & Unwin



Australian Gatherers

ñAboriginal tribes of Australiaò,  N.B. Tindale, U Cal P, 1974

Grassland areas exploited by Aborigines as important sources of grain food

Edible bulbs, tubers, yams, wild arrowroot, daisy yam, bush tomatoes, 
mushrooms, macadamia nuts, lilly-pilly berries

Preparing water-lily seed cakes,
 Arnhem Land



50 cm Baler-shell ï water storage



Fishing by nets

Hinged butterfly nets,
knotted string, Arnhem Land



Fishing implements

Shell-fish hooks, Sydney, NSW 

Fish spears,

 collected by Capt Cook & Joseph Banks ,

 Sydney, 1770



Australian dwellings

Meer Island, Queensland, C. Yonge,1928

Cape York Peninsula dwelling types, D. F. Thomson, 1956 Dry-season shelter, W. Cape York Peninsula

ñFarmers or Hunter-Gathersò, P. Sutton & K. Walshe, Melbourne UP, 2021 



Australian apparel, if used at all

Macquarie Atlas of  Indigenous Australia, 2019

Cloaks from skins

Cloaks from plants

Footwear?

Men from SW. WA., 1870-1880

Tiwi women & girls wearing traditional paperbark aprons, 

Bathurst Island, 1913



Possum-skin clothing & shelter, Corranderrk reserve, S.Vic. (1879)



Womenôs tool-kit, Central Australia

L. to R.: Pitchi (carrying vessel), head-pad of feathers, grind-stone, digging stick, seed-grinding mill-stone



Stone tool types

Macro-blade scrapers

MicrolithsUni- Bi-facial points

Tula adzes



Tools for working wood or leather

Drill  Retouched blade    

Juan knife, Qu., 1897 



Tools for working wood or leather

Tula adzes



Tool working

Backed blades & scrapers

Tool grinding grooves in sandstone

ñEarliest evidence for ground-edge axes: 35.4 kya (from Nawarla Gabarnmang, Arnhem land)ò, J-M Geneste et al, Australian Archaeology., 71, (2010), pp 66-9.


